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Preface to the English translation

It is not the without hesitation that the translation of ‘Hind Swaraj’
is submitted to the public. A European friend with whom I discussed

the contents, wanted to see a translation of it and, during our spare
moments, I hurriedly dictated and he took it down. It is not a literal

translation but it is a faithful rendering of the original. Several English
friends have read it, and whilst opinions were being invited as to the

advisability of publishing the work, news was received that the original
was seized in India. This information hastened the decision to publish

the translation without a moment’s delay. My fellow-workers at the
International Printing Press shared my view and, by working overtime –

a labour of love – they have enabled me to place the translation before
the public in an unexpectedly short time. The work is being given to

the public at what is practically cost-price. But, without the financial
assistance of the many Indians who promised to buy copies for

themselves and for distribution, it might never have seen the light of
day.

I am quite aware of the many imperfections in the original. The
English rendering, besides sharing these, must naturally exaggerate

them, owing to my inability to convey the exact meaning of the original.
Some of the friends who have read the translation have objected that the

subject matter has been dealt with in the form of a dialogue. I have no
answer to offer to this objection except that the Gujarati language readily

lends itself to such treatment and that it is considered the best method of
treating difficult subjects. Had I written for English readers in the first

instance, the subject would have been handled in a different manner.
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Moreover, the dialogue, as it has been given, actually took place between
several friends, mostly readers of Indian Opinion, and myself.

Whilst the views expressed in ‘Hind Swaraj’ are held by me, I have but
endeavoured humbly to follow Tolstoy, Ruskin, Thoreau, Emerson and

other writers, besides the masters of Indian philosophy. Tolstoy has been
one of my teachers for a number of years. Those who want to see a

corroboration of the views submitted in the following chapters, will find
it in the works of the above named masters. For ready reference, some of

the books are mentioned in the Appendices.
I do not know only ‘Hind Swaraj’ has been seized in India. To me, the

seizure constitutes further condemnation of the civilisation represented
by the British Government. There is in the book not a trace of approval of

violence in any shape or form. The methods of the British Government
are, undoubtedly, severely condemned. To do otherwise would be for

me to be a traitor to Truth, to India, and to the Empire to which I own
allegiance. My notion of loyalty does not involve acceptance of current

rule or government irrespective of its righteousness or otherwise. Such
notion is based upon the belief – not in its present justice or morality

but – in a future acceptance by governments of that standard of morality
in practice which it at present vaguely and hypocritically believes in, in

theory. But I must frankly confess that I am not so much concerned
about the stability of the Empire as I am about that of the ancient

civilisation of India which, in my opinion, represents the best that the
world has ever seen. The British Government in India constitutes a

struggle between the Modern Civilisation, which is the Kingdom of
Satan, and the Ancient Civilisation, which is the Kingdom of God. The

one is the God of War, the other is the God of Love. My countrymen
impute the evils of modern civilisation to the English people and,

therefore, believe that the English people are bad, and not the civilisation
they represent. My countrymen, therefore, believe that they should

adopt modern civilisation and modern methods of violence to drive out
the English. ‘Hind Swaraj’ has been written in order to show that they

are following a suicidal policy, and that, if they would but revert to their
own glorious civilisation, either the English would adopt the latter and
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become Indianised or find their occupation in India gone.
It was at first intended to publish the translation as a part of Indian

Opinion, but the seizure of the original rendered such a course inadvis-
able. Indian Opinion represents the Transvaal Passive Resistance struggle

and ventilates the grievances of British Indians in South Africa generally.
It was, therefore, thought desirable not to publish through a representa-

tive organ, views which are held by me personally and which may even
be considered dangerous or disloyal. I am naturally anxious not to

compromise a great struggle by any action of mine which has no connec-
tion with it. Had I not known that there was a danger of methods of

violence becoming popular, even in South Africa, had I not been called
upon by hundreds of my countrymen, and not a few English friends, to

express my opinion on the Nationalist movement in India, I would even
have refrained, for the sake of the struggle, from reducing my views to

writing. But, occupying the position I do, it would have been cowardice
on my part to postpone publication under the circumstances just referred

to.

M. K. Gandhi
Johannesburg

March 20th, 1910
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Foreword

I have written some chapters on the subject of Indian Home Rule
which I venture to place before the readers of Indian Opinion. I have

written because I could not restrain myself. I have read much, I have
pondered much, during the stay, for four months in London of the

Transvaal Indian deputation. I discussed things with as many of my
countrymen as I could. I met, too, as many Englishmen as it was possible

for me to meet. I consider it my duty now to place before the readers of
Indian Opinion the conclusions, which appear to me to be final. The

Gujarati subscribers of Indian Opinion number about 800. I am aware
that, for every subscriber, there are at least ten persons who read the

paper with zest. Those who cannot read Gujarati have the paper read
to them. Such persons have often questioned me about the condition

of India. Similar questions were addressed to me in London. I felt,
therefore, that it might not be improper for me to ventilate publicly the

views expressed by me in private.
The views are mine, and yet not mine. They are mine because I hope to

act according to them. They are almost a part of my being. But, yet, they
are not mine, because I lay no claim to originality. The have been formed

after reading several books. That which I dimly felt received support
from these books.

The views I venture to place before the reader are, needless to say,
held by many Indians not touched by what is known as civilisation, but

I ask the reader to believe me when I tell him that they are also held
by thousands of Europeans. Those who wish to dive deep, and have

time, may read certain books themselves. If time permits me, I hope to
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translate portions of such books for the benefit of the readers of Indian

Opinion.

If the readers of Indian Opinion and others who may see the following
chapters will pass their criticism on to me, I shall feel obliged to them.

The only motive is to serve my country, to find out the Truth, and to
follow it. If, therefore, my views are proved to be wrong, I shall have no

hesitation in rejecting them. If they are proved to be right, I would
naturally wish, for the sake of the Motherland, that others should adopt

them.
To make it easy reading, the chapters are written in the form of a

dialogue between the reader and the editor.

M. K. Gandhi
Kildonan Castle

November 22nd, 1909
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CHAPTER I

The Congress and its officials

READER: Just at present there is a Home Rule wave passing over India.
All our countrymen appear to be pining for National Independence. A

similar spirit pervades them even in South Africa. Indians seem to be
eager after acquiring rights. Will you explain your views in this matter?

EDITOR: You have well put the question, but the answer is not easy.
One of the objects of a newspaper is to understand the popular feeling

and to give expression to it; another is to arouse among the people
certain desirable sentiments; and the third is fearlessly to expose popular

defects. The exercise of all these three functions is involved in answering
your question. To a certain extent, the people’s will has to be expressed;

certain sentiments will need to be fostered, and defects will have to be
brought to light. But, as you have asked the question, it is my duty to

answer it.
READER: Do you then consider that a desire for Home Rule has been

created among us?
EDITOR: That desire gave rise to the National Congress. The choice of

the word ‘National’ implies it.
READER: That, surely, is not the case. Young India seems to ignore the

Congress. It is considered to be an instrument for perpetuating British
Rule.

EDITOR: That opinion is not justified. Had not the Grand Old Man of
India prepared the soil, our young men could not have even spoken

about Home Rule. How can we forget what Mr Hume has written, how
he has lashed us into action, and with what effort he has awakened us, in

order to achieve the objects of the Congress? Sir William Wedderburn
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has given his body, mind and money to the same cause. His writings are
worthy of perusal to this day. Professor Gokhale, in order to prepare the

Nation, embraced poverty and gave twenty years of his life. Even now,
he is living in poverty. The late Justice Buddrudin Tyebji was also one of

those who, through the Congress, sowed the seed of Home Rule.
Similarly, in Bengal, Madras, the Punjab and other places, there have

been lovers of India and members of the Congress, both Indian and
English.

READER: Stay, stay, you are going too far, you are straying away from
my question. I have asked you about Home- or Self-Rule; you are

discussing foreign rule. I do not desire to hear English names, and you
are giving me such names. In these circumstances, I do not think we can

ever meet. I shall be pleased if you will confine yourself to Home Rule.
All other wise talk will not satisfy me.

EDITOR: You are impatient. I cannot afford to be likewise. If you will
bear with me for a while, I think you will find that you will obtain what

you want. Remember the old proverb that the tree does not grow in one
day. The fact that you have checked me, and that you do not want to

hear about the well-wishers of India, shows that, for you at any rate,
Home Rule is yet far away. If we had many like you, we would never

make any advance. This thought is worthy of your attention.
READER: It seems to me that you simply want to put me off by talking

round and round. Those whom you consider to be well-wishers of India
are not such in my estimation. Why, then, should I listen to your

discourse on such people? What has he whom you consider to be the
father of the nation done for it? He says that the English Governors will

do justice and that we should co-operate with them.
EDITOR: I must tell you, with all gentleness, that it must be a matter of

shame for us that you should speak about that great man in terms of
disrespect. Just look at his work. He has dedicated his life to the service

of India. We have learned what we know from him. It was the respected
Dadabhai who taught us that the English had sucked our life-blood.

What does it matter that, today, his trust is still in the English nation? Is
Dadabhai less to be honoured because, in the exuberance of youth, we
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