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I: OF MYSELF

Neither Saint, Nor Sinner

I THINK that the word 'saint' should be ruled out of present life. It is too sacred a word to

be lightly applied to anybody, much less to one like myself who claims only to be a humble

searcher after Truth, knows his limitations, makes mistakes, never hesitates to admit them

when he makes them, and frankly confesses that he, like a scientist, is making

experiments about some 'of the eternal verities' of life, but cannot even claim to be a

scientist because he can show no tangible proof of scientific accuracy in his methods or

such tangible results of his experiments as modern science demands. (YI, 12-5-1920, p2)

To clothe me with sainthood is too early even if it is possible. I myself do not feel a saint in

any shape or form. But I do feel I am a votary of Truth in spite of all my errors of

unconscious omission and commission.

Policy of Truth

I am not a 'statesman in the garb of a saint'. But since Truth is the highest wisdom,

sometimes my acts appear to be consistent with the highest statesmanship. But, I hope I

have no policy in me save the policy of Truth and ahimsa. I will not sacrifice Truth and

ahimsa even for the deliverance of my country or religion. That is as much as to say that

neither can be so delivered. (YI, 20-1-1927, p21)

I see neither contradiction nor insanity in my life. It is true that, as a man cannot see his

back, so can he not see his errors or insanity. But the sages have often likened a man of

religion to a lunatic. I therefore hug the belief that I may not be insane and may be truly

religious. Which of the two I am in truth can only be decided after my death. (YI, 14-8-

1924, p267)

It seems to me that I understand the ideal of truth better than that of ahimsa, and my

experience tells me that if I let go my hold of truth, I shall never be able to solve the riddle

of ahimsa..... In other words, perhaps, I have not the courage to follow the straight

course. Both at bottom mean one and the same thing, for doubt is invariably the result of

want or weakness offaith. 'Lord, give me faith' is, therefore, my prayer day and night. (A,

p336)

www.gandhimedia.org



I claim to be a votary of truth from my childhood. It was the most natural thing to me. My

prayerful search gave me the revealing maxim 'Truth is God', instead of the usual one 'God

is Truth'. That maxim enables me to see God face to face as it were. I feel Him pervade

every fibre of my being.

(H, 9-8-1942, p264)

Faith in Right

I remain an optimist, not that there is any evidence that I can give that right is going to

prosper, but because of my unflinching faith that right must prosper in the end….. Our

inspiration can come only from our faith that right must ultimately prevail. (H, 10-12-1938,

p372)

Somehow I am able to draw the noblest in mankind, and that is what enables me to

maintain my faith in God and human nature. (H, 15-4-1939, p86)

No Ascetic

I have never described myself as a sannyasi. Sannyas is made of sterner stuff. I regard

myself as a house-holder, leading a humble life of service and, in common with my fellow-

workers, living upon the charity of friends….. The life I am living is entirely very easy and

very comfortable, if ease and comfort are a mental state. I have all I need without the

slightest care of having to keep any personal treasures.

(YI, 1-10-1925, p338)

My loin cloth is an organic evolution in my life. It came naturally, without effort, without

premeditation. (YI, 9-7-931, p175)

I hate privilege and monopoly. Whatever cannot be shared with the masses is taboo to me.

(H, 2-11-1934, p303)

It is wrong to call me an ascetic. The ideals that regulate my life are presented for

acceptance by mankind in general. I have arrived at them by gradual evolution. Every step

was thought out, well considered, and taken with greatest deliberation.

Both my continence and non-violence were derived from personal experience and became

necessary in response to the calls of public duty. The isolated life I had to lead in South

Africa, whether as a householder, legal practitioner, social reformer or politician, required

for the due fulfillment of these duties the strictest regulation of sexual life and a rigid
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practice of non-violence and truth in human relations, whether with my own countrymen or

with Europeans. (H, 3-10-1936, p268)

Mine is a life full of joy in the midst of incessant work. In not wanting to think of what

tomorrow will bring for me, I feel as free as a bird….. The thought that I am ceaselessly

and honestly struggling against the requirements of the flesh sustains me. (YI, 1-10-1925,

p338)

Work without faith is like an attempt to reach the bottom of a bottomless pit.

(H, 3-10-1936, pp268-9)

Shedding the Ego

I know that I have still before me a difficult path to traverse. I must reduce myself to zero.

So long as man does not of his own free will put himself last among his fellow-creatures,

there is no salvation for him. Ahimsa is the farthest limit of humility. (A, p371)

If we could erase the 'It's’ and the 'Mine's' from religion, politics, economics, etc., we shall

soon be free and bring heaven upon earth. (YI, 3-9-1926, p336)

A drop in the ocean partakes of the greatness of its parent, although it is unconscious of it.

But it is dried up as soon as it enters upon an existence independent of the ocean. We do

not exaggerate when we say that life is a mere bubble.

A seeker after truth cannot afford to be an egotist. One who would sacrifice his life for

others has hardly time to reserve for himself a place in the sun. (YI, 16-10-1930, p2)

There are limits to the capacity of an individual, and the moment he flatters himself that he

can undertake all tasks, God is there to humble his pride. For myself, I am gifted with

enough humility to look even to babes and suckling for help. (YI, 12-3-1931, p32)

Fates decide my undertakings for me. I never go to see them. They come to me almost in

spite of me. That has been my lot all my life long, in South Africa as well as ever since my

return to India.

(YI, 7-5-1925, p163)

Little Book Knowledge
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I admit my limitations. I have no university education worth the name. My high school

career was never above the average. I was thankful if I could pass my examinations.

Distinction in the school was beyond my aspiration. (H, 9-7-1938, p176)

During the days of my education I had read practically nothing outside textbooks, and after

I launched into active life, I had very little time left me for reading. I cannot, therefore,

claim much book knowledge. However, I believe I have not lost much because of this

enforced restraint. On the contrary, the limited reading may be said to have enabled me

thoroughly to digest what I did read.

Of these books, the one that brought about an instantaneous and practical transformation

in my life was Unto This Last. I translated it later into Gujarati, entitling it Sarvodaya (the

welfare of all). I believe that I discovered some of my deepest convictions reflected in this

great book of Ruskin, and that is why it so captivated me and made me transform my life.

(A, p220)

I was living in South Africa then. It was the reading of Unto This Last on a railway journey

to Durban, in 1904, when I was thirty-five, that made me decide to change my whole

outward life. There is no other word for it, Ruskin's words captivated me. I read the book

in one go and lay awake all the following night, and I there and then decided to change my

whole plan of life. Tolstoy I had read much earlier. He affected the inner being. (ICS, p245)

Service of the Poor

The heart's earnest and pure desire is always fulfilled. In my own experience, I have often

seen this rule being verified. Service of the poor has been my heart's desire and it has

always thrown me amongst the poor and enabled me to identify myself with them. (A,

p110)

I have always had a love for the poor all my life and in abundance. I could cite illustrations

after illustrations from my past life that it was something innate in me. I have never felt

that there was any difference between the poor and me. I have always felt towards them

as my own kith and kin.

(H, 11-5-1935, p99)
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I have no desire for the perishable kingdom of earth. I am striving for the Kingdom of

Heaven which is moksha. To attain my end it is not necessary for me to seek the shelter of

a cave. I carry one about me, if I would but know it.

A cave-dweller can build castles in the air whereas a dweller in a palace, like Janak, has no

castles to build. The cave-dweller who hovers round the world on the wings of thought has

no peace. A Janak, though living in the midst of 'pomp and circumstance', may have peace

that passeth understanding.

For me the road to salvation lies through incessant toil in the service of my country and

therethrough of humanity. I want to identify myself with everything that lives. (YI, 3-4-

1924, p114)

My life is an indivisible whole, and all my activities run into one another; and they all have

their rise in my insatiable love of mankind. (H, 2-3-1934, p24)

I am used to misrepresentation all my life. It is the lot of every public worker. He has to

have a tough hide. Life would be burdensome if every misrepresentation had to be

answered and cleared. It is a rule of life with me never to explain misrepresentations

except when the cause requires correction. This rule has saved much time and worry. (YI,

27-5-1926, p193)

I have been known as a crank, faddist, mad man. Evidently the reputation is well

deserved. For wherever I go, I draw to myself cranks, faddists and mad man. (YI, 13-6-

1929, p193)

Practical Dreamer

I believe in absolute oneness of God and, therefore, also of humanity. What though we

have many bodies? We have but one soul. The rays of the sun are many through

refraction. But they have the same source. I cannot, therefore, detach myself from the

wickedest soul (nor may I be denied identity with the most virtuous). Whether, therefore, I

will or not, I must involve in my experiment the whole of my kind. Nor can I do without

experiment. Life is but an endless series of experiments. (YI, 25-9-1924, p313)
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I must be taken with all my faults. I am a searcher after truth. My experiments I hold to be

infinitely more important than the best-equipped Himalayan expeditions.(YI, 3-12-1925,

p422)

It has been my misfortune or good fortune to take the world by surprise. New

experiments, or old experiments in new style, must sometimes engender

misunderstanding. (EF, p132)

I am indeed a practical dreamer. My dreams are not airy nothings. I want to convert my

dreams into realities as far as possible. (H, 17-11-1933, p6)

If any action of mine claimed to be spiritual is proved to be unpractical, it must be

pronounced to be a failure. I do believe that the most spiritual act is the most practical in

the true sense of the term.

(H, 1-7-1939, p181)

My Fallibility

I claim to be a simple individual liable to err like any other fellow-mortal. I own, however,

that I have humility enough in me to confess my errors and to retrace my steps. I own that

I have an immovable faith in God and His goodness, and unconsumable passion for truth

and love. But, is that not what every person has latent in him? (YI, 6-5-1926, p164)

Those who have at all followed my humble career even superficially cannot have failed to

observe that not a single act of my life has been done to the injury of any individual or

nation..... I claim no infallibility. I am conscious of having made Himalayan blunders, but I

am not conscious of having made them intentionally or having even harboured enmity

towards any person or nation, or any life, human or sub-human. (EF, p133)

I have made the frankest admission of my many sins. But I do not carry their burden on

my shoulders. If I am journeying Godward, as I feel I am, it is safe with me. For I feel the

warmth of the sunshine of His presence.

My austerities, fastings and prayers are, I know, of no value if I rely upon them for

reforming me. But they have an inestimable value, if they represent, as I hope they do,

the yearnings of a soul striving to lay his weary head in the lap of his Maker. (H, 18-4-

1936, p77)
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Kinship with all

Whenever I see an erring man, I say to myself I have also erred; when I see a lustful man,

I say to myself so was I once; and in this way, I feel kinship with every one in the world

and feel that I cannot be happy without the humblest of us being happy. (YI, 10-2-1927,

p44)

I shall have to answer my God and my Maker if I give any one less than his due, but I am

sure that He will bless me if He knows that I gave someone more than his due. (YI, 10-3-

1927, p80)

I am too conscious of the imperfections of the species to which I belong to be irritated

against any single member thereof. My remedy is to deal with the wrong wherever I see it,

not to hurt the wrong-doer, even as I would not like to be hurt for the wrongs I continually

do. (YI, 12-3-1930, pp89-90)

I can truthfully say that I am slow to see the blemishes of fellow-beings, being myself full

of them and, therefore, being in need of their charity, I have learnt not to judge any one

harshly and to make allowances for defects that I may detect. (H, 11-3-1939, p47)

Regard for Opponents

Differences of opinion should never mean hostility. If they did, my wife and I should be

sworn enemies of one another. I do not know two persons in the world who had no

difference of opinion, and as I am a follower of the Gita, I have always attempted to regard

those who differ from me with the same affection as I have for my nearest and dearest.

(YI, 17-3-1927, p82)

It is to me a matter of perennial satisfaction that I retain generally the affection and trust

of those whose principles and policies I oppose. The South Africans gave me personally

their confidence and extended their friendship.

In spite of my denunciation of British policy and system, I enjoy the affection of thousands

of Englishmen and women, and in spite of unqualified condemnation of modern

materialistic civilization, the circle of European and American friends is ever widening. It is

again a triumph of non-violence. (ibid, p86)
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I cannot intentionally hurt anything that lives, much less fellow-human beings, even

though they may do the greatest wrong to me and mine. (YI, 12-3-1930, p93)

It would be impossible for any person to point to a single act of mine during the past 50

years which could be proved to have been antagonistic to any person or community. I have

never believed anyone to be my enemy. My faith demands that I should consider no one as

such. I may not wish ill to anything that lives. (H, 17-11-1933, p4)

My Mahatmaship

No Mahatma

I DO not feel like being one [a Mahatma]. But I do know that I am among the humblest of

God's creatures. ( YI, 27-10-1921, p.342)

Often the title has deeply pained me; and there is not a moment I can recall when it may

be said to have tickled me. (A, p. xiv)

My Mahatma ship is worthless. It is due to my outward activities, due to my politics which

is the least part of me and is, therefore, evanescent. What is of abiding worth is my

insistence on truth, non-violence and brahmacharya which is the real part of me. That part

of me, however small, is not to be despised. It is my all. I prize even the failures and

disillusionment's which are but steps towards success.

(YI, 25-12-1926, pp78-79)

The world knows so little of how much my so-called greatness depends upon the incessant

toil and drudgery of silent, devoted, able and pure workers, men as well as women. (YI,

26-4-1928, p130)

Truth to me is infinitely dearer than the 'mahatmaship', which is purely a burden. It is my

knowledge of my limitations and my nothingness which has so far saved me from the

oppressiveness of the 'mahatmaship'. (YI, 1-11-1928, p361)

Sick of Adoration

I have become literally sick of the adoration of the unthinking multitude. I would feel

certain of my ground if I was spat upon by them. Then there would be no need for

confession of Himalayan and other miscalculations, no retracing, no re-arranging. (YI, 2-3-

1922, p135)
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In the majority of cases, addresses presented to me contain adjectives which I am ill able

to carry. Their use can do good neither to the writers nor to me. They unnecessary

humiliate me, for I have to confess that I do not deserve them. When they are deserved,

their use is superfluous. It cannot add to the strength of the qualities possessed by me.

They may, if I am not on my guard, easily turn my head. The good that a man does is

more often than not better left unsaid. Imitation is the sincerest flattery.

(YI, 21-5-1925, p176)

The Mahatma I must leave to his fate. Though a non-co-operator, I shall gladly subscribe

to a Bill to make it criminal for anybody to call me Mahatma and to touch my feet. Where I

can impose the law myself, i.e., at the Ashram, the practice is criminal. (YI, 17-3-1927,

p86)

True Honour

The highest honour that my friends can do me is to enforce in their own lives the

programme that I stand for or to resist me to their utmost if they do not believe in it. (YI,

12-6-1924, p197)

It will be waste of good money to spend . . . on erecting a clay or metallic statue of the

figure of a man who is himself made of clay and is more fragile than a bangle which can

keep by preservation for a thousand years, whereas the human body disintegrates daily

and undergoes final disintegration after the usual span of life. I have learnt from my

Muslim friends, among whom I have passed the best part of my life, my dislike of statues

and photographs of my figure. . . .

Let these lines serve as a warning to those who want to honour me by erecting statues and

having portraits of my figure, that I heartily dislike these exhibitions. I shall deem it ample

honour if those who believe in me will be good enough to promote the activities I stand for.

(H, 11-12-1939, p1)

No 'Avatar'

I hold it to be a blasphemy to represent me as Shri Krishna. I claim to be a humble worker

and no more among many in a great cause, which can only be injured rather than

advanced by glorification of its leaders. A cause has the best chance of success when it is

examined and followed on its own merits. Measures must always, in a progressive society,
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be held superior to men, who are after all imperfect instruments, working for their

fulfillment. (YI, 13-7-1921, p224)

The only virtue I want to claim is Truth and Non-violence. I lay no claim to superhuman

powers. I want none. I wear the same corruptible flesh that the weakest of my fellow-

beings wears, and am, therefore, as liable to err as any. My services have many

limitations, but God has up to now blessed them in spite of the imperfections. (YI, 16-2-

1922, p102)

I lay claim to nothing exclusively divine in me. I do not claim prophetship. I am but a

humble seeker after Truth and bent upon finding It. I count no sacrifice too great for the

sake of seeing God face to face. The whole of my activity, whether it may be called social,

political, humanitarian or ethical, is directed to that end.

And as I know that God is found more often in the lowliest of His creatures than in the high

and mighty, I am struggling to reach the status of these. I cannot do so without their

service. Hence my passion for the service of the suppressed classes. And as I cannot

render this service without entering politics, I find myself in them. Thus I am no master. I

am but a struggling, erring, humble servant of India and there through of humanity. (H,

11-9-1924, pp298)

It is curious how we delude ourselves. We fancy that one can make the perishable body

impregnable and we think it impossible to evoke the hidden powers of the soul. Well, I am

engaged in trying to show, if I have any of these powers, that I am as frail a mortal as any

of us and that I never had anything extraordinary about me nor have any now. (YI, 6-5-

1926, p164)

I do not consider myself worthy to be mentioned in the same breath with the race of

prophets. I am a humble seeker after truth. I am impatient to realize myself, to attain

moksha in this very existence. My national service is part of my training for freeing my soul

from the bondage of flesh. Thus considered, my service may be regarded as purely selfish.

I have no desire for the perishable kingdom of earth. I am striving for the Kingdom of

Heaven, which is moksha. (YI, 3-4-1924, p114)

www.gandhimedia.org



I claim to be no more than an average man with less than average ability. Nor can I claim

any special merit for such non-violence or continence as I have been able to reach with

laborious research. I have not the shadow of a doubt that any man or woman can achieve

what I have, if he or she would make the same effort and cultivate the same hope and

faith. (H, 3-10-1936, p269)

Some of my correspondents seem to think that I can work wonders. Let me say as a

devotee of truth that I have no such gift... All the power I may have comes from God. But

He does not work directly. He works through His numberless agencies. (H, 8-10-1938,

p285)

Awareness of Limitations

I consider myself to be a sagacious worker and my sagacity means no more and no less

than a fine perception of my limitations. I hope I never travel beyond my limits. Certainly,

I have never done so consciously. (YI, 23-6-1920, p3)

I am conscious of my own limitations. That consciousness is my only strength. Whatever I

might have been able to do in my life has proceeded more than anything else out of the

realization of my own limitations. (YI, 13-11-1924, p378)

If I was what I want to be, the fast would not have been necessary. I would not then need

to argue with anyone. My word would go straight home. Indeed, I would not even need to

utter the word. The mere will on my part would suffice to produce the required effect. But I

am painfully aware of my limitations.

(H, 15-4-1939, p86)

I shall continue to confess blunders each time the people commit them. The only tyrant I

accept in this world is the 'still small voice' within. And even though I have to face the

prospect of a minority of one, I humbly believe I have the courage to be in such a hopeless

minority. (YI, 2-3-1922, p135)

I claim to be a fairly accurate student of human nature and vivisector of my own failings. I

have discovered that man is superior to the system he propounds. (MGI, p241)
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I hope there is no pride in me. I feel I recognize fully my weakness. But my faith in God

and His strength and love is unshakable. I am like clay in the Potter's hand. (YI, 26-1-

1922, p49)

I have no desire for prestige anywhere. It is furniture required in courts of Kings. I am a

servant of Mussalmans, Christians, Parsis and Jews as I am of Hindus. And a servant is in

need of love, not prestige. That is assured to me so long as I remain a faithful servant. (YI,

26-3-1925, p112)

Readiness for Martyrdom

There are certain things which you cannot escape all at once, even whilst you are avoiding

them. This earthly case in which I am locked up is the bane of my life, but I am obliged to

put up with it and even indulge it. (YI, 27-10-1921, p342)

I implicitly believe in the truth of the saying that not a blade of grass moves but by His

will. He will save it [my life] if He needs it for further service in this body. None can save it

against His will. (EF, p114)

Do not seek to protect me. The Most High is always there to protect us all. You may be

sure that when my time is up, no one, not even the most renowned in the world, can stand

between Him and me.

(YI, 2-4-1931, p64-55)

I must be true to my Maker, and the moment I feel that life is insupportable for me, I hope

not to be found wanting. What better reparation can I do than willing surrender of the body

that has ceased to evoke response and may be a hindrance to the discovery of the true

way? (ibid, p60)

I am not aching for martyrdom, but if it comes in my way in the prosecution of what I

consider to be the supreme duty in defense of the faith I hold. . . I shall have earned it. (H,

29-6-1934, p156)

Whilst I prize the unbounded affection of the people, let them realize that my life is not

worth keeping if anxiety to save it deflects the attention of the nation from the main

purpose. (H, 11-3-1939, p44)
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Assaults have been made on my life in the past, but God has spared me till now, and the

assailants have repented for their action. But if someone were to shoot me in the belief

that he was getting rid of a rascal, he would kill not the real Gandhi, but the one that

appeared to him a rascal. (BC, 9-8-1942)

God alone is my protector. How can puny man, who is not sure even of his own tomorrow,

presume to protect another? I am content to be under God's care. He may protect or

destroy. I know He sometimes even destroys to protect. (H, 9-6-1946, p170)

I do not want to die . . . of a creeping paralysis of my faculties-a defeated man. An

assassin's bullet may put an end to my life. I would welcome it. But I would love, above all,

to fade out doing my duty with my last breath. (MGMLP, I, p562)

I am not afraid to die in my mission, if that is to be my fate. (H, 27-4-1947, p127)

Avoidance of Anger

I have learnt through bitter experience the one supreme lesson to conserve my anger, and

as heat conserved is transmuted into energy, even so our anger controlled can be

transmuted into a power which can move the world. (YI, 15-9-1920, p6)

I spare neither friend nor foe when it is a question of departing from the code of honour.

(YI, 2-3-1922, p140)

It is not that I do not get angry. I do not give vent to anger. I cultivate the quality of

patience as angerlessness, and, generally speaking, I succeed. But I only control my anger

when it comes. How I find it possible to control it would be a useless question, for it is a

habit that everyone must cultivate and must succeed in forming by constant practice. (H,

11-5-1935, p98)

If I had no sense of humor, I should long ago have committed suicide. (YI, 18-8-1921,

p238)

I am an irrepressible optimist, because I believe in myself. That sounds very arrogant,

doesn't it? But I say it from the depths of my humility. I believe in the supreme power of

God. I believe in Truth and, therefore, I have no doubt in the future of this country or the

future of humanity.
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I am an optimist because I expect many things from myself. I have not got them, I know,

as I am not yet a perfect being. If I was one, I should not even need to reason with you.

When I am a perfect being, I have simply to say the word and the nation will listen. I want

to attain that perfection by service.

(YI, 13-8-1925, pp.279-80)

My philosophy, if I can be said to have any, excludes the possibility of harm to one's cause

by outside agencies. The harm comes deservedly and only when the cause itself is bad or,

being good, its champions are untrue, faint-hearted or unclean. (H, 25-7-1936, p185)

I Know The Path

I know the path. It is straight and narrow. It is like the edge of a sword. I rejoice to walk

on it. I weep when I slip. God's word is: 'He who strives never perishes.' I have implicit

faith in that promise. Though, therefore, from my weakness I fail a thousand times, I will

not lose faith, but hope that I shall see the Light when the flesh has been brought under

perfect subjection, as some day it must.

(YI, 17-6-1926, p215)

My soul refuses to be satisfied so long as it is a helpless witness of a single wrong or a

single misery. But it is not possible for me, a weak, frail, miserable being, to mend every

wrong or to hold myself free of blame for all the wrong I see.

The spirit in me pulls one way, the flesh in me pulls in the opposite direction. There is

freedom from the action of these two forces, but that freedom is attainable only by slow

and painful stages.

I cannot attain freedom by a mechanical refusal to act, but only by intelligent action in a

detached manner. This struggle resolves itself into an incessant crucifixion of the flesh so

that the spirit may become entirely free. (YI, 17-11-1921, p368)

Search for Truth

I am but a seeker after Truth. I claim to have found a way to it. I claim to be making a

ceaseless effort to find it. But I admit that I have not yet found it. To find Truth completely

is to realize oneself and one's destiny, i.e., to become perfect. I am painfully conscious of
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my imperfections, and therein lies all the strength I posses, because it is a rare thing for a

man to know his own limitations.

If I was a perfect man, I own I should not feel the miseries of neighbors as I do. As a

perfect man I should take note of them, prescribe a remedy, and compel adoption by the

force of unchallengeable Truth in me. But as yet I only see as through a glass darkly and,

therefore, have to carry conviction by slow and laborious processes, and then, too, not

always with success.

That being so, I would be less than human if, with all my knowledge of avoidable misery

pervading the land and of the sight of mere skeletons under the very shadow of the Lord of

the Universe, I did not feel with and for all the suffering but dumb millions of India. (ibid,

p377)

Trust in God

I am in the world feeling my way to light 'amid the encircling gloom'. I often err and

miscalculate… My trust is solely in God. And I trust men only because I trust God. If I had

no God to rely upon, I should be like Timon, a hater of my species. (YI, 4-12-1924, p398)

I will not be a traitor to God to please the whole world. (H, 18-2-1933, p4)

Whatever striking things I have done in life, I have not done prompted by reason but

prompted by instinct, I would say, God. (H, 14-5-1938, p110)

I am a man of faith. My reliance is solely on God. One step is enough for me. The next step

He will make clear to me when the time for it comes. (H, 20-10-1940, p330)

No Secrecy

I have no secret methods. I know no diplomacy save that of truth. I have no weapon but

non-violence. I may be unconsciously led astray for a while, but not for all time. (YI, 11-

12-1924, p406)

My life has been an open book. I have no secrets and I encourage no secrets. (YI, 19-3-

1931, p43)

I am but a poor struggling soul yearning to be wholly good-wholly truthful and wholly non-

violent in thought, word and deed, but ever failing to reach the ideal which I know to be
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true. I admit it is a painful climb, but the pain of it is a positive pleasure for me. Each step

upward makes me feel stronger and fit for the next. (YI, 9-4-1924, p126)

When I think of my littleness and my limitations on the one hand and of the expectations

raised about me on the other, I become dazed for the moment, but I come to myself as

soon as I realize that these expectations are a tribute not to me, a curious mixture of Jekyll

and Hyde, but to the incarnation, however imperfect but comparatively great in me, of the

two priceless qualities of truth and non-violence. I must, therefore, not shirk the

responsibility of giving what aid I can to fellow-seekers after truth from the West. (YI, 3-

10-1925, p344)

Guidance

I claim to have no infallible guidance or inspiration. So far as my experience goes, the

claim to infallibility on the part of a human being would be untenable, seeing that

inspiration too can come only to one who is free from the action of opposites, and it will be

difficult to judge on a given occasion whether the claim to freedom from pairs of opposites

is justified. The claim to infallibility would thus always be a most dangerous claim to make.

This, however, does not leave us without any guidance whatsoever. The sum-total of the

experience of the sages of the world is available to us and would be for all time to come.

Moreover, there are not many fundamental truths, but there is only one fundamental truth

which is Truth itself, otherwise known as Non-violence. Finite human being shall never

know in its fullness Truth and love which is in itself infinite. But we do know enough for our

guidance. We shall err, and sometimes grievously, in our application. But man is a self-

governing being, and self-government necessarily includes the power as much to commit

errors as to set them right as often as they are made. (YI, 21-4-1927, p128)

I deny being a visionary. I do not accept the claim of saintliness. I am of the earth, earthly

. . . I am prone to as many weakness as you are. But I have seen the world. I have lived in

the world with my eyes open. I have gone through the most fiery ordeals that have fallen

to the lot of man. I have gone through this discipline. (SW, p531)

Self-sacrifice

I am asking my countrymen in India to follow no other gospel than the gospel of self-

sacrifice which precedes every battle. Whether you belong to the school of violence or non-

violence, you will still have to go through the fire of sacrifice and of discipline. (ibid, p532)
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I want to declare to the world, although I have forfeited the regard of many friends in the

West - and I must bow my head low; but even for their friendship or love, I must not

suppress the voice of conscience, - the promptings of my inner basic nature today. There is

something within me impelling me to cry out my agony. I have known humanity. I have

studied something of psychology. Such a man knows exactly what it is. I do not mind how

you describe it. That voice within tells me, "You have to stand against the whole world

although you may have to stand alone. You have to stare in the face the whole world

although the world may look at you with blood-shot eyes. Do not fear. Trust the little voice

residing within your heart." It says: "Forsake friends, wife and all; but testify to that for

which you have lived and for which you have to die." (MN, pp201-2)

No Defeatism

Defeat cannot dishearten me. It can only chasten me..... I know that God will guide me.

Truth is superior to man's wisdom. (YI, 3-7-1924, p218)

I have never lost my optimism. In seemingly darkest hours hope has burnt bright within

me. I cannot kill the hope myself. I must say I cannot give an ocular demonstration to

justify the hope. But there is no defeat in me. (H, 25-1-1935, p399)

I do not want to foresee the future. I am concerned with taking care of the present. God

has given me no control over the moment following…

Trust

It is true that I have often been let down. Many have deceived me and many have been

found wanting. But I do not repent of my association with them. For I know how to non-co-

operate, as I know how to co-operate. The most practical, the most dignified way of going

on in the world is to take people at their word, when you have no positive reason to the

contrary. (YI, 26-12-1924, p430)

I believe in trusting. Trust begets trust. Suspicion is fetid and only stinks. He who trusts

has never yet lost in the world. (YI, 4-6-1925, p193)

A breach of promise shakes me to my root, especially when I am in any way connected

with the author of the breach. And if it cost my life which, after all, at the age of seventy

has no insurance value, I should most willingly give it in order to secure due performance

of a sacred and solemn promise.

(H, 11-3-1939, p46)
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To my knowledge, throughout my public and private career, I have never broken a

promise.

(H, 22-4-1939, p100)

My Leadership

They say I claim to understand human nature as no one else does. I believe I am certainly

right, but if I do not believe in my rightness and my methods, I would be unfit to be at the

helm of affairs.

(YI, 1-1-1925, p8)

As for my leadership, if I have it, it has not come for any seeking, it is a fruit of faithful

service. A man can as little discard such leadership as he can the color of his skin. And

since I have become an integral part of the nation, it has to keep me with all my faults and

shortcomings, of some of which I am painfully conscious and of many others of which

candid critics, thanks be to them, never fail to remind me.

(YI, 13-2-1930, p52)

It is a bad carpenter who quarrels with his tools. It is a bad general who blames his men

for faulty workmanship. I know I am not a bad general. I have wisdom enough to know my

limitations. God will give me strength enough to declare my bankruptcy if such is to be my

lot. He will perhaps take me away when I am no longer wanted for the work which I have

been permitted to do for nearly half a century. But I do entertain the hope that there is yet

work for me to do, that the darkness that seems to have enveloped me will disappear, and

that, whether with another battle more brilliant than the Dandi March or without, India will

come to her own demonstrably through non-violent means. I am praying for the light that

will dispel the darkness. Let those who have a living faith in non-violence join me in the

prayer.

(H, 23-7-1938, p193)

My Work

I am content with the doing of the task in front of me. I do not worry about the why and

wherefore of things… Reason helps us to see that we should not dabble in things we cannot

fathom.

(H, 7-9-1935, p234)
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My work will be finished if I succeed in carrying conviction to the human family, that every

man or woman, however weak in body, is the guardian of his or her self-respect and

liberty. This defense avails, though the whole world may be against the individual resister.

(Hst, 6-8-1944)

It will be time enough to pronounce a verdict upon my work after my eyes are closed and

this tabernacle is consigned to the flames. (YI, 4-4-1929, p107)

My Mission

I AM not a visionary. I claim to be a practical idealist. The religion of non-violence is not

meant merely for the rishis and saints. It is meant for the common people as well. Non-

violence is the law of our species as violence is the law of the brute. The spirit lies dormant

in the brute and he knows no law but that of physical might. The dignity of man requires

obedience to a higher law-to the strength of the spirit.

(YI, 11-8-1920, p3)

There are more instances than one in my public life when, with the ability to retaliate, I

have refrained from doing so and advised friends to do likewise. My life is dedicated to the

spread of that doctrine. I read it in the teachings of all the greatest teachers of the world-

Zoroaster, Mahavir, Daniel, Jesus, Muhammad, Nanak and a host of others. (YI, 9-2-1922,

p85)

Non-violence is the first article of my faith. It is also the last article of my creed. (YI, 23-3-

1922, p166)

I am but an humble explorer of the science of non-violence. Its hidden depths sometimes

stagger me just as much as they stagger fellow-workers. (YI, 20-11-1924, p382)

Mission of Satyagraha

My mission is to teach by example and precept under sever restraint the use of the

matchless weapon of Satyagraha; which is a direct corollary of non-violence and truth. I

am anxious, indeed I am impatient, to demonstrate that there is no remedy for the many

ills of life save that of non-violence….

When I have become incapable of evil and when nothing harsh or haughty occupies, be it

momentarily, my thought-world, then, and not till then, my non-violence will move all the
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hearts of all the world. I have placed before me and the reader no impossible ideal or

ordeal. It is man's prerogative and birthright.

We have lost the paradise only to regain it. If it takes time, then it is but a speck in the

complete time-circle. The Divine Teacher of the Gita knew when he said that millions of our

days are equal to only a day of Brahma. (YI, 2-7-1925, p232)

Ahimsa is my God, and Truth is my God. When I look for ahimsa, Truth says 'Find it out

through me'. When I look for Truth, ahimsa says 'Find it out through me'. (YI, 4-6-1925,

p191)

I believe myself to be saturated with ahimsa - non-violence. Ahimsa and Truth are as my

two lungs. I cannot live without them. But I see every moment with more and more

clearness the immense power of ahimsa and the littleness of man. Even the forest-dweller

cannot be entirely free from violence, in spite of his limitless compassion. With every

breath he commits a certain amount of violence.

The body itself is a house of slaughter, and, therefore, moksha and Eternal Bliss consist in

perfect deliverance from the body, and therefore, all pleasure, save the joy of moksha,is

evanescent, imperfect. That being the case, we have to drink, in daily life, many a bitter

draught of violence.

(YI, 21-10-1926, p364)

Application of Non-violence

We have to make truth and non-violence not matters for mere individual practice but for

practice by groups and communities and nations. That, at any rate, is my dream. I shall

live and die in trying to realize it.

My faith helps me to discover new truths every day. Ahimsa is the attribute of the soul,

and therefore, to be practiced by everybody in all the affairs of life. If it cannot be

practiced in all departments, it has no practical value. (H, 2-3-1940, p23)

My faith in truth and non-violence is ever growing, and as I am ever trying to follow them

in my life, I too am growing every moment. I see new implications about them. I see them

in a newer light every day and read in them a newer meaning. (H, 1-5-1934, p94)
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I have not conceived my mission to be that of a knight-errant wandering everywhere to

deliver people from difficult situations. My humble occupation has been to show people

how they can solve their own difficulties. (H, 28-6-1942, p201)

My imperfections and failures are as much a blessing from God as my successes and my

talents, and I lay them both at His feet. Why should He have chosen me, an imperfect

instrument, for such a mighty experiment? I think He deliberately did so. He had to serve

the poor, dumb, ignorant millions. A perfect man might have been their despair. When

they found that one with their failings was marching on towards ahimsa, they too had

confidence in their own capacity. We should not have recognized a perfect man if he had

come as our leader, and we might have driven him to a cave. May be he who follows me

will be more perfect and you will be able to receive his message. (H, 21-7-1940, p211)

No Gandhian Sect

I claim to be a humble servant of India and humanity, and would like to die in the

discharge of such service. I have no desire to found a sect. I am really too ambitious to be

satisfied with a sect for a following. For I represent no new truths. I endeavor to follow and

represent Truth, as I know it. I do claim to throw a new light on many an old truth. (YI,

25-8-1921, p267)

I have presented no new principles, but tried to restate old principles. (YI, 2-12-1926,

p419)

There is no such thing as 'Gandhism', and I do not want to leave any sect after me. I do

not claim to have originated any new principle or doctrine. I have simply tried in my own

way to apply the eternal truths to our daily life and problems….

I have nothing new to teach the world. Truth and Non-violence are as old as the hills. All I

have done is to try experiments in both on as vast a scale as I could do. In doing so I have

sometimes erred and learnt by my errors. Life and its problems have thus become to me

so many experiments in the practice of truth and non-violence.

By instinct I have been truthful, but not non-violent. As a Jain muni once rightly said, I was

not so much a votary of ahimsa as I was of truth, and I put the latter in the first place and

the former in the second. For, as he put it, I was capable of sacrificing non-violence for the
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sake of truth. In fact, it was in the course of my pursuit of truth that I discovered non-

violence. (H, 28-3-1936, p49)

I myself do not know what is the Gandhian hue. I am sailing on an uncharted sea.. I have

to take frequent soundings. (H, 17-12-1938, p385)

Gandhi-ites is no name worth having. Rather than that, why not ahimsa-ites? For Gandhi is

a mixture of good and evil, weakness and strength, violence and non-violence, but ahimsa

has no adulteration.

(H, 13-5-1939, p121)

I come now to what is called the 'Gandhian' ideology and the means of propagating it. The

propagation of truth and non-violence can be done less by books than by actually living

those principles. Life truly lived is more than books. (ibid, p122)

There is always a saving clause about all my advice. No one need follow it unless it appeals

to his head and heart. No one who has honestly the inner call need be deterred from

obeying it because of my advice. In other words, it applies only to those who are not

conscious of any inner call and who have faith in my riper experience and soundness of

judgment. (H, 15-7-1939, p197)

Let Gandhism be destroyed if it stands for error. Truth and ahimsa will never be destroyed,

but if Gandhism is another name for sectarianism, it deserves to be destroyed. If I were to

know, after my death, that what I stood for had degenerated into sectarianism, I should be

deeply pained…

Let no one say that he is a follower of Gandhi. It is enough that I should be my own

follower. I know what an inadequate follower I am of myself, for I cannot live up to the

convictions I stand for. You are no followers but fellow-students, fellow-pilgrims, fellow-

seekers, fellow-workers. (H, 2-3-1940, p23)

If there is one Gandhi-ite, it must be me. I hope, however, that I am humble enough not

to arrogate any such claim. Gandhi-ite means a worshipper of Gandhi. There must be a

God to worship. But I have never arrogated to myself any such claim. Hence there can be

no devotee of mine. (H, 2-11-1947, p389)
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Law of Suffering

I….have ventured to place before India the ancient law of self-sacrifice. For satyagraha and

its off-shoots, non-co-operation and civil resistance are nothing but new names for the law

of suffering.

The rishis, who discovered the law of non-violence in the midst of violence, were greater

geniuses than Newton. They were themselves greater warriors than Wellington. Having

themselves known the use of arms, they realized their uselessness, and taught a weary

world that its salvation lay not through violence but through non-violence.

Non-violence in its dynamic condition means conscious suffering. It does not mean meek

submission of the will of the evildoer, but it means putting of one's whole soul against the

will of the tyrant. Working under this law of our being, it is possible for a single individual

to defy the whole might of an unjust empire to save his honor, his religion, his soul, and

lay the foundation for that empire's fall or its regeneration.

India's Role

And so I am not pleading for India to practice non-violence because it is weak. I want her

to practice non-violence being conscious of her strength and power. No training in arms is

required for realization of her strength. We seem to need it, because we seem to think that

we are but a lump of flesh.

I want India to recognize that she has a soul that cannot perish and that can rise

triumphant above every physical weakness and defy the physical combination of a whole

world. (YI, 11-8-1920, pp3-4)

If I can say so without arrogance and with due humility, my message and methods are,

indeed, in their essentials for the whole world and it gives me keen satisfaction to know

that it has already received a wonderful response in the hearts of a large and daily growing

number of men and women of the West.

(YI, 17-9-1925 p320)

Brotherhood of Man

My mission is not merely brotherhood of Indian humanity. My mission is not merely

freedom of India, though today it undoubtedly engrosses practically the whole of my life

and whole of my time. But, through realization of freedom of India, I hope to realize and

carry on the mission of brotherhood of man.
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My patriotism is not an exclusive thing. It is all embracing and I should reject that

patriotism which sought to mount upon the distress or exploitation of other nationalities.

The conception of my patriotism is nothing if it is not always, in every case without

exception, consistent with the broadest good of humanity at large.

Not only that, but my religion and my patriotism derived from my religion embrace all life.

I want to realize brotherhood or identity not merely with the beings called human, but I

want to realize identity with all life, even with such things as crawl upon earth….because

we claim descent from the same God, and that being so, all life in whatever form it

appears must be essentially one. (YI, 4-4-1929, p107)

I have that implicit faith in my mission that, if it succeeds - as it will succeed, it is bound to

succeed--history will record it as a movement designed to knit all people in the world

together, not as hostile to one another but as parts of one whole. (H, 26-1-1934, p8)

Non-violent Way

My aspiration is limited. God has not given me the power to guide the world on the path of

non-violence. But I have imagined that He has chosen me as His instrument for presenting

non-violence to India for dealing with her many ills. The progress already made is great.

But much more remains to be done.

(H, 23-7-1938, p193)

Fraud and untruth today are stalking the world. I cannot sit as a helpless witness to such a

situation…..If today I sit quiet and inactive, God will take me to task for not using up the

treasure He had given me, in the midst of the conflagration that is enveloping the whole

world. (BC, 9-8-1942)

I cannot impose my personal faith on others, never on a national organization. I can but

try to convince the nation of its beauty and usefulness…

It would be a calamity if by obstinacy I stand in the way of the country's progress by other

means, so long as they are not positively mischievous and harmful. I should, for instance,

rise, even if I was alone, against methods of actual violence. But I have recognized that

the nation has the right, if it so wills, to vindicate her freedom even by actual violence.

Only, then India ceases to be the land of my love even though she be the land of my birth,
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even as I should take no pride in my mother if she went astray.

(YI, 20-11-1924, p382)

I have not the capacity for preaching universal non-violence. I preach, therefore, non-

violence restricted strictly to the purpose of winning our freedom and, therefore, perhaps

for preaching the regulation of international relations by non-violent means. Before I can

preach universal non-violence, I must be wholly free from passions, I must be wholly

incapable of sin. (H, 25-1-1942, p15)

My preaching and teaching are not emotional or unpractical, for I teach what is ancient and

strive to practice what I preach. And I claim that what I practice is capable of being

practiced by all, because I am a very ordinary mortal open to the same temptations and

liable to the same weaknesses as the least among us. (YI, 15-12-1927, p424)

While I prate about Universal Non-violence, my experiment is confined to India. If it

succeeds, the world will accept it without effort. There is, however, a bit BUT. The pause

does not worry me. My faith is brightest in the midst of impenetrable darkness. (H, 11-2-

1939, p8)

Somehow or other, I dread a visit to Europe and America. Not that I distrust the peoples of

these great continents any more than I distrust my own, but I distrust myself. I have no

desire to go to the West in search of health or for sightseeing. I have no desire to deliver

public speeches. I detest being lionized. I wonder if I shall ever again have the health to

stand the awful strain of public speaking and public demonstrations.

If God ever sent me to the West, I should go there to penetrate the hearts of the masses,

to have quiet talks with the youth of the West and have the privilege of meeting kindred

spirits--lovers of peace at any price save that of truth.

But I feel that I have as yet no message to deliver personally to the West. I believe my

message to be universal, but as yet I feel that I can best deliver it through my work in my

own country. If I can show visible success in India, the delivery of the message becomes

complete.
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If I came to the conclusion that India had no use for my message, I should not care to go

elsewhere in search of listeners even though I still retained faith in it. If I ventured out of

India, I should do so because I have faith, though I cannot demonstrate it to the

satisfaction of all, that the message is being received by India, be it ever so slowly. (M, II,

p417)

When I have become incapable of evil and when nothing harsh or haughty occupies, be it

momentarily, my thought-world, then, and not till then, my non-violence, will move all the

hearts of all the world.

(YI, 2-7-1925, p232)

Millions like me may fail to prove the truth in their own lives, that would be their failure,

never of the eternal law. (M, VIII, p23)

The Inner Voice

There come to us moments in life when about some things we need no proof from without.

A little voice within us tells us, 'You are on the right track, move neither to your left nor

right, but keep to the straight and narrow way. (L, 25-12-1916)

There are moments in your life when you must act, even though you cannot carry your

best friends with you. The 'still small voice' within you must always be the final arbiter

when there is a conflict of duty.

(YI, 4-8-1920, p3)

Having made a ceaseless effort to attain self-purification, I have developed some little

capacity to hear correctly and clearly the 'still small voice within'. (EF, p34)

I shall lose my usefulness the moment I stifle the still small voice within. (YI, 3-12-1925,

p422)

Penances with me are no mechanical acts. They are done in obedience to the inner voice.

(YI, 2-4-1931, p60)

No False Claim

A person falsely claiming to act under divine inspiration or the promptings of the inner

voice without having any such, will fare worse than the one falsely claiming to act under
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the authority of an earthly sovereign. Whereas the latter on being exposed will escape with

injury to his body, the former may perish body and soul together.

Charitable critics impute no fraud to me, but suggest that I am highly likely to be acting

under some hallucination. The result for me, even then, will not be far different from what

it would be if I was laying a false claim. A humble seeker that I claim to be has need to be

most cautious and, to preserve the balance of mind, he has to reduce himself to zero

before God will guide him. Let me not labour this point.

There is no question of hallucination. I have stated a simple scientific truth, thus to be

tested by all who have the will and the patience to acquire the necessary qualifications,

which are again incredibly simple to understand and easy enough to acquire where there is

determination. (BC, 18-11-1932)

You have to believe no one but yourselves. You must try to listen to the inner voice, but if

you will not have the expression"inner voice", you may use the expression "dictates of

reason", which you should obey, and if you will not parade God, I have no doubt you will

parade something else which in the end will prove to be God, for, fortunately, there is no

one and nothing else but God in this universe.

I would also submit that it is not everyone claiming to act on the urge of the inner voice

[who] has that urge. Like every other faculty, this faculty for listening to the still small

noise within requires previous effort and training, perhaps much greater than what is

required for the acquisition of any other faculty, and even if out of thousands of claimants

only a few succeed in establishing their claim, it is well worth running the risk of having

and tolerating doubtful claimants.(M, III, p229)

Nobody has to my knowledge questioned the possibility of the inner voice speaking to

some, and it is a gain to the world even if one person's claim to speak under the authority

of the inner voice can be really sustained. Many may make the claim, but not all will be

able to substantiate it. But it cannot and ought not to be suppressed for the sake of

preventing false claimants.

There is no danger whatsoever if many people could truthfully represent the inner voice.

But, unfortunately, there is no remedy against hypocrisy. Virtue must not be suppressed
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because many will feign it. Men have always been found throughout the world claiming to

speak for the inner voice. But no harm has yet overtaken the world through their short-

lived activities.

Before one is able to listen to that voice, one has to go through a long and fairly serve

course of training, and when it is the inner voice that speaks, it is unmistakable. The world

cannot be successfully fooled for all time. There is, therefore, no danger of anarchy setting

in because a humble man like me will not be suppressed and will dare to claim the

authority of the inner voice, when he believes that he has heard it.(H, 18-3-1933, p8)

My claim to hear the voice of God is no new claim. Unfortunately, there is no way that I

know of proving the claim except through results. God will not be God if He allowed

Himself to be an object of proof by His creatures. But He does give His willing slave power

to pass through the fiercest of ordeals.

I have been a willing slave to this most exacting Master for more than half a century. His

voice has been increasingly audible, as years have rolled by. He has never forsaken me

even in my darkest hour. He has saved me often against myself and left me not a vestige

of independence. The greater the surrender to Him, the greater has been my joy.(H, 6-5-

1933, p4)

Voice of God

For me the Voice of God, of Conscience, of Truth, or the Inner Voice or 'the Still Small

Voice' mean one and the same thing. I saw no form. I have never tried, for I have always

believed God to be without form. But what I did hear was like a Voice from afar and yet

quite near. It was as unmistakable as some human voice definitely speaking to me, and

irresistible. I was not dreaming at the time I heard the Voice. The hearing of the Voice was

preceded by a terrific struggle within me. Suddenly the Voice came upon me. I listened,

made certain it was the Voice, and the struggle ceased. I was calm. The determination was

made accordingly, the date and the hour of the fast were fixed…

Could I give any further evidence that it was truly the Voice that I heard and that it was

not an echo of my own heated imagination? I have no further evidence to convince the

skeptic. He is free to say that it was all self-delusion or hallucination. It may well have

been so. I can offer no proof to the contrary. But I can say this, that not the unanimous
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verdict of the whole world against me could shake me from the belief that what I heard

was the true Voice of God.

But some think that God himself is a creation of our own imagination. If that view holds

good, then nothing is real, everything is of our own imagination. Even so, whilst my

imagination dominates, me I can only act under its spell. Realest things are only relatively

so. For me the Voice was more real than my own existence. It has never failed me, or for

that matter, anyone else. And everyone who wills can hear the Voice. It is within everyone.

But like everything else, it requires previous and definite preparation.

(H, 8-7-1933, p4)

Rightly or wrongly, I know that I have no other resource as a satyagrahi than the

assistance of God in every conceivable difficulty, and I would like it to be believed that

what may appear to be inexplicable actions of mine are really due to inner promptings.

It may be a product of my heated imagination. If it is so, I prize that imagination as it has

served me for a chequered life extending over a period of now nearly over fifty-five years,

because I learned to rely consciously upon God before I was fifteen years old. (H, 11-3-

1939, p46)

My Fasts

MY RELIGION teaches me that, whenever there is distress which one cannot remove, one

must fast and pray. (YI, 25-9-1924, p. 319)

They [fasts] are a part of my being. I can as well do without my eyes, for instance, as I

can without fasts. What the eyes are for the outer world, fasts are for the inner. (YI, 3-12-

1925, p. 422)

Higher Dictate

I am not responsible for these fasts. I do not undertake them for my amusement. I would

not torture the flesh for the love of fame. Though I bear joyfully the pangs of hunger and

many other discomforts of fasting, let no one imagine that I do not suffer. These fasts are

bearable only because they are imposed upon me by a higher Power and the capacity to

bear the pain also comes from that Power.

(H, 24-8-1934, p. 223)
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I cannot fast at the dictation of anyone. Such fasts [unto death] cannot be lightly

undertaken. They can conceivably be wholly undesirable. They cannot be undertaken out of

anger. Anger is a short madness. I must, therefore, undertake the fast only when the still

small voice within me calls for it.

(H, 15-6-1947, p. 194)

Fasting and Prayer

A genuine fast cleanses the body, mind and soul. It crucifies the flesh and to that extent

sets the soul free. A sincere prayer can work wonders. It is an intense longing of the soul

for its even greater purity. Purity thus gained, when it is utilized for a noble purpose,

becomes a prayer. (YI, 24-3-1920, p. 1)

I believe that there is no prayer without fasting, and there is no real fast without prayer.

(H, 16-2-1933, p. 2)

A complete fast is a complete and literal denial of self. It is the truest prayer. 'Take my life

and let it be, always, only, all for Thee' is not, should not be, a mere lip or figurative

expression. It has to be reckless and joyous giving without the least reservation.

Abstention from food and even water is but the mere beginning, the least part of the

surrender. (H, 15-4-1933, p. 4)

Subduing the Flesh

Fasting, unless it is the result of God's grace, is useless starvation, if not much worse.

(H, 11-4-1939, p. 46)

I know that the mental attitude is everything. Just as prayer may be merely a mechanical

intonation as of a bird, so may a fast be a mere mechanical torture of the flesh..... Neither

will touch the soul within. (YI, 16-2-1922, p. 103)

It is my own firm belief that the strength of the soul grows in proportion as you subdue the

flesh.

(YI, 23-10-1924, p. 354)

Mortification of the flesh is a necessity when the flesh rebels against one; it is a sin when

the flesh has come under subjection and can be used as an instrument of service. In other

words, there is no inherent merit in mortification of the flesh. (H, 2-11-1936, p. 299)
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There is something in denying satisfaction of the flesh. It is not possible to see God face to

face unless you crucify the flesh. It is one thing to do what belongs to it as a temple of

God, and it is another to deny it what belongs to it as the body of flesh. (H, 10-12-1938, p.

373)

Out of the fullness of my own experience and that of fellow cranks, I say without

hesitation, fast (1) if you are constipated, (2) if you are anemic, (3) if you are feverish, (4)

if you have indigestion, (5) if you have a headache, (6) if you are rheumatic, (7) if you are

gouty, (8) if you are fretting and fuming, (9) if you are depressed, (10) if you are

overjoyed; and you will avoid medical prescriptions and patent medicines. (YI, 17-12-

1925, p. 442)

Coercive Fasts

Fasting can only be resorted to against a lover, not to extort rights but to reform him, as

when a son fasts for a father who drinks. My fast at Bombay and then at Bardoli was of

that character. I fasted to reform, say, General Dyer, who not only does not love me, but

who regards himself as my enemy.

(YI, 1-5-1924, p. 145)

It is not to be denied that fasting can be really coercive. Such are fasts to attain a selfish

object. A fast undertaken to wring money from a person or for fulfilling some such personal

end would amount to the exercise of coercion or undue influence. I would unhesitatingly

advocate resistance of such undue influence.

I have myself successfully resisted it in the fasts that have been undertaken or threatened

against me. And, if it is argued that the dividing line between a selfish and an unselfish end

is often very thin, I would urge that a person who regards the end of a fast to be selfish or

otherwise base should resolutely refuse to yield to it, even though the refusal may result in

the death of the fasting person. If people will cultivate the habit of disregarding fasts

which, in their opinion, are taken for unworthy ends, such fasts will be robbed of the taint

of coercion and undue influence.

Like all human institutions, fasting can be both legitimately and illegitimately used. But as

a great weapon in the armoury of Satyagraha, it cannot be given up because of its possible

abuse. (H, 9-9-1933, p. 5)
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The weapon of fasting, I know, cannot be lightly wielded. It can easily savour of violence

unless it is used by one skilled in the art. I claim to be such an artist in this subject. (H,

11-3-1939, p. 46)

My Inconsistencies

I DECLINE to be slave to precedents or practice I cannot understand or defend on a moral

basis.

(YI, 21-7-1921, p228)

I must admit my many inconsistencies. But since I am called 'Mahatma', I might well

endorse Emerson's saying that 'Foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds.' There

is, I fancy, a method in my inconsistencies. In my opinion, there is a consistency running

through my seeming inconsistencies, as in Nature there is unity running through seeming

diversity. (YI, 13-2-1930, p52)

Friends who know me have certified that I am as much a moderate as I am an extremist

and as much a conservative as I am a radical. Hence, perhaps, my good fortune to have

friends among these extreme types of men. The mixture is due, I believe, to my view of

ahimsa.

Inconsistency is only apparent. It appears so to many friends because of my

responsiveness to varying circumstances. Seeming consistency may really be sheer

obstinacy. (YI, 16-4-1931, p77)

Fetish of Consistency

I am not at all concerned with appearing to be consistent. In my pursuit after Truth I have

discarded many ideas and learnt many new things. Old as I am in age, I have no feeling

that I have ceased to grow inwardly or that my growth will stop with the dissolution of the

flesh. What I am concerned with is my readiness to obey the call of Truth, my God, from

moment to moment. (H, 29-4-1933, p2)

I have never made a fetish of consistency. I am a votary of Truth and I must say what I

feel and think at a given moment on the question, without regard to what I may have said

before on it. … As my vision gets clearer, my views must grow clearer with daily practice.

Where I have deliberately altered an opinion, the change should be obvious, only, a careful

eye would notice a gradual and imperceptible evolution.

(H, 28-9-1934, p. 260)
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My aim is not to be consistent with my previous statements on a given question, but to be

consistent with truth as it may present itself to me at a given moment. The result has been

that I have grown from truth to truth. (H, 30-9-1939, p288)

No Expedience

I have sacrificed no principle to gain a political advantage. (YI, 12-3-1925, p91)

I am not aware of having done a single thing in my life as a matter of expedience. I have

ever held that the highest morality is also the highest expedience. (H, 8-12-1933, p8)

Compromise

I have often been charged with having an unyielding nature. I have been told that I would

not bow to the decisions of the majority. I have been accused of being autocratic. … I have

never been able to subscribe to the charge of obstinacy or autocracy. On the contrary, I

pride myself on my yielding nature in non-vital matters. I detest autocracy. Valuing my

freedom and independence, I equally cherish them for others. I have no desire to carry a

single soul with me if I cannot appeal to his or her reason.

My unconventionality I carry to the point of rejecting the divinity of the oldest Shastras if

they cannot convince my reason. But I have found by experience that, if I wish to live in

society and retain my independence, I must limit the points of utter independence to

matters of first-rate importance. In all others which do not involve a departure from one's

personal religion or moral code, one must yield to the majority. (YI, 14-7-1920, p4)

All my life through, the very insistence on truth has taught me to appreciate the beauty of

compromise. I saw in later life that this spirit was an essential part of satyagraha. It has

often meant endangering my life and incurring the displeasure of friends. But truth is hard

as adamant and tender as a blossom. (A, p107)

Human life is a series of compromises, and it is not always easy to achieve in practice what

one has found to be true in theory. (H, 5-9-1936, p237)

There are eternal principles, which admit of no compromise, and one must be prepared to

lay down one's life in the practice of them. (ibid, p238)

My Writings
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