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Foreword

This book is for children. But I am sure that many grown-ups will read it with pleasure

and profit.

Already Gandhiji has become a legend. Those who have not seen him, especially the

children of today, must think of him as a very unusual person, a superman who

performed great deeds. It is desirable, therefore, for the common aspects of his life to

be placed before them, as is done by this book.

It is extraordinary how in many things he took interest and when he took interest, he

did so thoroughly. It was not superficial interest. It was perhaps his thoroughness in

dealing with what are considered to be the small things of life which emphasized his

humanism. That was the basis of his character.

I am glad that this book has been written telling us of how Gandhiji functioned in a

variety of ways, quite a part from politics and the public scene . It will perhaps give us

a greater insight into him.

Jawaharlal Nehru

New Delhi, 10th March, 1964.
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Introduction

The manuscript of this book has been lying with me since1949. I read D. G.

Tendulkar's manuscript of the Mahatma in 1948, just after I had left the work in

Kasturba training camp of Bengal. I worked in a village. The villagers around me and

the girl trainees, I noticed, knew very little about Gandhiji. They observed Gandhi

Jayanti, daily spun and prayed. Some had taken part in national movements and

courted jail, but they did not know what Gandhiji's real contribution was. May be I was

wrong, but that is what I felt.

I still feel the same about many persons I come in contact with every day, some of

whom are educated, all of whom abhor manual labour. I myself do not believe in the

dignity of labour, but I know the drudgery of body labour. And that's why I every day

try to share some manual labour with servants, lest I develop the feeling that just by

paying a few chips I can win a right to make others work for me.

I wanted to present Gandhiji as a willing shared in many such labours which others

do to earn their livelihood, not for the love of the work. Some incidents are repeated

purposely. I definitely do not want to add more persons to the band of blind

worshippers of Gandhiji. But I would very much like the young of today to know that

Gandhiji was not merely the Father of Nation or the Architect of Freedom, and then,

criticise him.

The idea of the book was mine. I wrote it for the teenagers. Almost all the material

have been culled from D. G Tendulkar's Mahatma. I cannot express how much

indebted I am to him for this small publication.. My diffidence delayed the publication

of this small book. Mr. N. G. Jog and Prof. P. R. Sen were kind enough to go through

the manuscript Mr. M. Chalapathi Rau gave me the chance of getting twenty of these

sketches published in a series in the National Herald.

I am indebted to Mr. R. K. Laxman for the illustrations he has done for my book

I am extremely grateful to Jawaharlalji for writing a foreword to this book.

I shall be happy if one young reader out of a thousand practices and of the works

done by Gandhiji.
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Toiler

A busy barrister advised his clients not to ruin

themselves by wasting time and money on

litigation and to settle their disputes out of the

court through arbitration. In his leisure hours, he

read books on the religions of the Hindus,

Muslims, Christians, Parsis and Buddhists. He

also read books written by wise men. This study

of books and a search within convinced him that

each day every person should do some manual

labour. It was not enough to do only brain work. The literate and the illiterate, the

doctor and lawyer, barber and scavenger should be paid equal wages for their work.

He slowly changed his way of life in an ashram with his friends and family. some of

his European friends wanted to share that ashram life, They all lived like hard working

self-reliant farmers, ploughing the land and tending the orchard. No paid servants

were employed. On that farm, Hindus and Muslims, Christians and Paris, brahmins

and shudras, labourers and baristers, whites and " blackies", all lived as members of

one big family. In a common dining room, they ate meals prepared in a common

kitchen. their food was simple, their dress coarse. Each member got Rs. 40 for his

monthly expenses. The barrister lived on the same allowance, though he was then

earning Rs. 4,000 per month. He followed a routine of hard work with clock-like

precision and took rest for six hours a day. When a hut was being built on the farm,

he was the first man to climb to the top of the structure. He was wearing coarse blue

overalls with several pockets, and nails. A hammer peeped out from one of the

pockets. A small saw and a borer hung on his belt. day after day he worked in the

scorching sun with his hammer and saw.

One day, after his meal, he sat to make a book-shelf. He worked for seven long hours

and finished the shelf reaching right up to the ceiling. A path leading to the ashram

needed metal ling but he had not enough money to meet the cost. He began to

collect small stones on his way back to the ashram from his regular daily walks. His
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companions followed his example and, in a short time, a pile of stones for paving the

path rose in the yard. Thus he made others work. Even the ashram children took part

in gardening, cooking, sweeping, carpentry, leather work and type-setting.

Early in the morning , the barrister ground wheat in a hand-mill, then dressed up and

walked five miles to reach his office. he would clip his own hair and wash or iron his

clothes. He would keep awake a whole night nursing plague-stricken miners. He

would wash the wounds of a leper and would not feel ashamed to clean latrines. he

knew to laziness, fear or hatred.

He wrote articles for his journal, typed them out himself, composed them in his own

printing-press and, if necessary, lent a hand in working a hand-driven printing

machine. He was good at binding books. The creative hand that wrote inspiring

editorials and letters, spun thread on a charkha, wove on a loom, cooked new dishes,

used a needle skillfully and tended fruit trees and vegetables, was equally adept in

tilling land, drawing water from a well, hewing wood and unloading heavy goods from

a cart.

When in jail, he had to dig hard, dry ground with a pickaxe or sew torn pieces of

blankets for nine hours a day. When he felt very tired, he prayed to God for strength.

The very idea of failure to do any allotted task was intolerable to him.

In the prime of his life, he more than once walked 40 miles a day to buy things from a

store in the nearest town. Once he walked 55 miles in one day. As a voluntary

stretcher-bearer, he carried mounded soldiers from 30 to40 miles at a stretch. Even

at 78, for weeks, he worked 18 hours a day. Sometimes his working hours extended

to 21 hours. At that age , he could not do any physical labour barring spinning, but

was fit enough to walk barefoot three to five miles every wintry morning on a dew

soaked village path. For his amazing devotion to and capacity for work, he won the

title of Karmavir from his South African colleagues.

Karmavir Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born on October 2, 1869.
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Barrister

Gandhi matriculated at the age of 18. Soon after he went to London to study law. He

was the first Modh bania to go abroad. After joining the Inner Temple, Gandhi found

that passing law examinations very easy. Reading notes on the texts only for a could

of months, many passed the examinations. That easy course of reading notes did not

appeal to Gandhi. He loathed deception. He chose to read the text-books in original

and spent much money on them. He had to study hard for nine months to read the fat

volumes on Common Law. He learnt Latin and read the Roman Law books in the

original. The Barrister then when to known as " dinner barristers" because they had to

keep 12 terms in about three years. That meant they had to attend at least 72

dinners. The students had to meet the expense of these costly dinners.

Gandhi was not used to such social gatherings and could not understand how eating

dinners and drinking wine helped one to become a good barrister. Anyway he had to

attend dinners. He was a good vegetarian and a teetotaller. As he could not share all

the dishes and did not drink, many law students were keen on having him as a

partner.

These dinners and readings did not help Gandhi to overcome his shyness and

nervousness. He wondered how to use the book learning in arguing a case. An

English lawyer encouraged him and told him honestly and industry were enough to

become a lawyer and to earn a modest living. Facts were 3\4 of the law, if he took

care of the facts of a case, the law would take care of itself. He advised Gandhi to

read books on history and general knowledge. Gandhi followed his advice.

For a short time, Gandhi made an effort to become a smart English gentleman. He

tried to learn proper pronunciation and speech making to dance, to play the violin and

to dress in the right fashion. He bought an expensive suit from the most fashionable

shop and sported a double watch chain of gold. He wore top hats and ties. He also

made friends with young ladies. Slowly he was drifting to a life of ease and luxury.

Some months later, he realized how foolish he was, expensive habits. He had to

come to England for study, not to ape the ways of an Englishman. Immediately he

decided to change his style of living. He hired a cheap room and a stove and began

to cook his breakfast and dinner himself. He lunched at cheap vegetarian restaurants
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and stopped spending money on conveyance. He walked eight to ten miles every

day.

In due time, after 32 months stay in England, Gandhi was enrolled as a barrister. Two

days later he sailed for India.

On reaching India, he rented a house in Bombay and hired a cook, He attended the

High Court regularly, saw how cases were conducted and spent many hours in the

Bar library. He read books on Indian Law.

His first case was a simple one. He was offered a fee of Rs. 30 for it. When the young

inexperienced barrister of 22 stood up to argue, he lost his nerve. His head reeled

and tongue got parched up. He left the court in shame. Thenceforth he did not take

up any case in that court.

His expenses mounted up, his income was almost nil. He proved good at drafting

memorials but that neither was a barrister's job, nor did it fetch enough money. After

six months' trial, Gandhi joined his brother and his family at Rajkot. His brother had

high hopes in the success of his England-returned barrister brother . He was sorely

disappointed. Gandhi felt miserable.

At Rajkot another problem arose. As a rule, he had to play commission to the vakils

who brought him cases. Gandhi declined to do so, it appeared immoral to him to give

commission. His brother pleaded and Gandhi made a compromise. Gandhi was then

earning about Rs. 300 per month. He was not happy in doing that work, nor with the

practices of falsehood all around.

Luckily he got an offer from a rich Muslim merchant of South Africa. He was to get

Rs. 1,575 all found and a first-class passage with return fare. He accepted the offer

and sailed for the far-away continent. He had no idea about the conditions of living in

South Africa. When the ship anchored at Zanzibar, he went to see how the court

worked there. Questions relating to book-keeping he could not follow. the case for

which he was going to south Africa was mainly about accounts. Gandhi bought a

book on accounting and read it carefully.

On the third day of his arrival at Durban, Gandhi went to the court. The magistrate

ordered him to take off his turban. Gandhi refused to obey him and left the court.

From the time of his landing on the South African soil, he noticed how the Indians
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were ill-treated by the whites. He was labeled an unwelcome visitor and a "coolie

barrister". He smarted under under this insults.

From his client Dada Abdulla le learnt details about the litigation and made a

thorough study of the case. He thought both the parties would be ruined if they

continued to spend on the lawyers for long. He did not like to gain money or position

by exploiting his client. He believed that the true function as algal counsel was to

unite both the parties. He insisted on meeting the other party for setting the case out

of court. When dada Abdulla hesitated, Gandhi said: "Not a soul shall know anything

that is confidential between us. I would only suggest to him to come to an

understanding."

Inspite of Gandhi's meditation, the case dragged on for one year. Gandhi had a good

chance of studying how a complicated case was conducted by the best attorneys and

counsels. He prepared the evidence. The case was settled to the satisfaction of both

the parties, but Gandhi got disgusted with his profession that could raise points of law

in support of each party and make we the cost go up.

Soon after Gandhi began to practice in Durban Court, Balasundaram, an indentured

labourer in tattered clothes and with two front teeth broken came to his office. He was

beaten by his white master. Gandhi calmed him, got him treated by a white doctor

and secured a medical certificate relating the seriousness of the injury. He fought for

Balasundaram, won the case and found him a better master. This incident made

Gandhi very popular with the poor Indian labourers. His fame as the protector of the

helpless reached India. Thenceforth, he was looked upon as the friend of the

friendless.

One year's experience helped Gandhi to gain confidence. After some exchange of

arguments, this coolie barrister was permitted to enrol himself in the Natal Supreme

Court. the white attorneys did not give him cases. He himself added more handicaps

to his practice of law. He was determined to prove that a lawyer's profession was not

a liar's profession. He never told untruth or tutored a witness for winning a case.

Whether his client won or lost, he accepted nothing more or less his clients for unpaid

fees and did not prosecute anyone for personal grievances. He was four times

assaulted in South Africa, but every time he declined to drag the offender to the court
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or to get him punished. During his 20 years of practice as a lawyer, he helped to

settle hundreds of cases out of court.

Once while conducting a case, he found the client was dishonest. Without pleading

for him further he asked the magistrate to dismiss the case and himself rebuked the

client for bringing a false case. Gandhi once said; : " I began my legal career as a

second-rate lawyer. My clients were not at all impressed with my legal talents but

when they saw that I would not under any circumstances swerve from truth, they

clung to me." His clients from jail-going. The old client smuggled goods without

paying the customs duty. When his honour was at stake, he told the truth to Gandhi.

Gandhi advised him to confess his crime and accept the penalty Gandhi met the

Attorney-General and Customs Officer and reported the matter truthfully. His version

of the report was not questioned and offender was only fined. In gratitude the client

had the whole incident printed and hung that sheet in his office room.

On another occasion, there was a wrong entry of accounts in his client's papers.

Gandhi pointed out the error to the opponent and argued ably. The judge who at first

accused Gandhi of sharp practice, gave verdict in favour of Gandhi's client. The judge

told the other party: "Supposing Mr. Gandhi had not admitted of the slip, what would

you have done?" Gandhi was an expert cross-examiner. He was respected by the

judges and members of the bar. He had many white clients. Both in India and South

Africa, he found in 99 cases out of 100, justice was denied to Indians against

Europeans and that made him say: "has a single Englishman suffered the extreme

penalty of the law for brutal murders in India? Look at the trial of an English officer

and the farcical punishment he received for having deliberately tortured inoffensive

Negroes."

In spite of observing rigid and making adverse remarks about law, Gandhi prospered

in his profession. In India he practice extended to 20 years. At the beginning he

rented a house in a good locality and set up an establishment befitting a rising

barrister. He furnished it in European style. On Sundays and holidays, he had a feast

at his house. He kept an open house and invited his close friends and subordinates to

live with him. His office was six miles from his house. for some months he rode a

bicycle. Afterwards he walked to the office. As Indians were not allowed to occupy
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any front have got special permission to do so. He slowly tried to identify himself with

the poor Indian labourers and took to a simple life. At the age of forty when he was

earning on an average Rs. 4,000 a month, he gave up his practice and dedicated

himself to public work. He gave up all his possessions for the community, worked with

his hands and lived on farms.

Years later Gandhi condemned the high fees charges by lawyers and barristers in

India where the law courts are run most extravagantly. They bear no relation to the

poverty of the people. A lawyer can earn fifty thousand rupees to one lakh per month.

Gandhi said: " A legal practice is not a speculative business. If we were not under the

spell of the lawyers and law courts, we would be leading a much happier life. The

lawyer's profession teaches immorality . perjured witnesses are ranges on either side,

they sell their souls for money". he realized that a radical change in the legal

machinery was needed to make justice pure and inexpensive. He himself took up the

cases of the poor without charging fees and whenever the case was connected with

any public work, he charges nothing beyond actual pocket expenses. When poor

Indians settlers were being ousted from the coolie locations by the municipality,

Gandhi sided with the tenants. He worked hard for each case but charged only

Rs.150 per case. out of 70 cases, one was lost . half of that income he donated to

build a charitable institution.

In order to gain human rights for his countrymen, he preached resistance against the

government. He was put under arrest and was tried both in South African and Indian

Courts. He was sentenced to jail many times. In South Africa, he had to stand

handcuffed in the witness box of the sane court where he practiced for ten years.

After his first conviction in India, his name was removed from the roll of barristers.

Gandhi declared non-co-operation with the courts of the British Raj an advocated

revival of panchayat. At the call of this law-breaker, many eminent lawyers gave up

their practice and joined the freedom movement.

In reply to an address presented by a Bar association, Gandhi said that he had been

disbarred by his own inn and had long forgotten his law. He had been engaged more

in breaking the laws than in interpreting them.
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Tailor

In South Africa, Gandhi was twice penalized with hard

labour. For some weeks, he had to sew pieces of torn

blankets and cut shirt pockets from thick cloth for nine

hours a day. He finished tagging the pieces given to him

before time and asked for more strips.

IN The Indian jail too, for some more days, he worked on

a Singer Sewing Machine. It was all jail work done by him

voluntarily. Gandhi wanted to grow efficient in the use of

a sewing machine. He disapproved of the use of big

machines that replace the working hands and make man

a slave of the machines owned by capitalists. He believed that a machines must not

be allowed to displace necessary human labour. The problem in India was not how to

find leisure for the millions but how to utilized their idle hours. He made an exception

of the sewing machine because " It is one of the few useful things ever invented.

Singer saw his wife laboring over the tedious process of sewing and seaming with her

hands and simply out of his love for her, devised the sewing machine in order to save

he labour. The machine had love at its back"

Gandhi once wrote to a female ashramite: " don't you worry over the tailoring of your

dress salwar and kameez. Whatever has to be prepared can be prepared by me. We

can easily borrow a Singer sewing Machine. A few hours work should a make the

necessary dress." He had every reason to be proud of his needle work. He could cut

and stitch his wife's blouses. He spun yarn on a charkha, wove it on a handloom and

sewed his own kurta. Expert tailors and shoe-makers gave free lessons to the

ashram trainees.

When Gandhi was guiding the Champaran riots in resisting the indigo planters'

tyranny a British journalist maligned him. He said that in order to win the ryots.

Gandhi temporarily and specially adopted the national dress. Gandhi wrote in reply: "

having taken the vow of Swadeshi, my clothing is now entirely hand woven and

handsewn by me or my fellow workers."
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