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'

Home Rule is my birthright"

There are higher powers that rule the destiny

of things and it may be the will of Providence that

the cause I represent may prosper more by my suffering

than by my remaining free," ~B, G, Tilak.
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BAL GANGADHAR TILAK

AN APPRECIATION

Neither Mr. Tilak nor his speeches really

require any presentation or foreword. His speeches

are, like the featureless Brahman, self-luminous,

Straightforward, lucid, never turning aside from the

point which they mean to hammer in or wrapping

it up in ornamental verbiage, they read like a series

of self-evident propositions. And Mr. Tilak himself,

his career, his place in Indian politics are also

a self-evident proposition, a hard fact baffling and

dismaying in the last degree to those to whom
his name has been anathema and his increasing

pre-eminence figured as a portent of evil. The
condition of things in India being given, the one

possible aim for political effort resulting and the

sole means and spirit by which it could be brought

about, this man had to come and, once in the field,

had to come to the front. He could not but stand
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Lohi. Bal Gangadhar lilak

in the end where he stands to-day, as one of the

two or three leaders of the Indian people who are

in their eyes the incarnations of the national

endeavour and the Godgiven oaptains of the

national aspiration. His life, his character, his

work and endurance, his acceptance by the heart

and the mind of the people are a stronger argument
than all the reasonings in his speeches, powerful as

these are, for Swaraj, Self-government, Home Rule,

by whatever name we may call the sole possible

present aim of our effort, the freedom of the life of

India, its self-determination by the people of India.

Arguments and speeches do not win liberty for a

nation ; but where there is a will in the nation to be

free and a man to embody that will in every action

of his life and to devote his days to its realisation

in the face of every difficulty and every suffering,

and where the will of the nation has once said,
'

This man and his life mean what I have in my
heart and my purpose," that is a sure signpost of

the future whi~h no one has any excuse for

mistaking.

That indomitable will and that unwavering devo-

tion have been the whole meaning of Mr. Tilak's

life ; they are the reason of his immense hold on

the people. For he does not owe his pre-eminent

position to any of the causes which have usually

made for political leading in India, wealth and

ial position, professional success, recogni-

tion by Government, a power of fervid oratory or of

2
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An Appreciation by Babu Aurobindo lihose

fluent and taking speech ; for he had none of these

things to help him. He owes it to himself alone

and to the thing his life has meant and because he

has meant it with his whole mind and his whole
soul. He has kept back nothing for himself or tor

other aims, but has given all himself to his country.
Yet is Mr. Tilak a man of various and no

ordinary gifts, and in several lines of life he might
nave achieved present distinction or a pre-eminent
and enduring fame. Though he has never practised,

he has a close knowledge of law and an acute legal

mind which, had he cared in the least degree for

wealth and worldly position, would have brought
him to the front at the bar. He is a grear Sanskrit

scholar, a powerful writer and a strong, subtle and

lucid thinker. He might have filled a large place
in the field of contemporary Asiatic scholarship.
Even as it is, his Orian and his Arctic Home have

acquired at once a world-wide recognition and left

as Strong a mark as can at all be imprinted on the

ever-shifting sands of oriental research. His work
on the Gita, no mere commentary, but an original

criticism and presentation of ethical truth, is a

monumental work, the first prose writing of the

front rank in weight and importance in :he Marathi

language, and likely to become a classic. This one

book sufficiently proves that had he devoted his

energies in this direction, he might easily have

filled a large place in the history of Marathi

literature and in the history of ethical thought,

3
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Lot?. Bal Gangadhar Tilak.

so subtle and comprehensive is its thinking, so

great the perfection and satisfying force of its style.

But it was psychologically impossible for Mr. Tilak

to devote his energies in any great degree to

another action than the one life-mission for which

the Master of his works had chosen him. His

powerful literary gift has been given up to a

journalistic work, ephemeral as even the best

journalistic work must be but consistently brilliant,

vigorous, politically educative through decades, to

an extent seldom matched and certainly never

surpassed. His scholastic labour has been done

almost by way of recreation. Nor can any-

thing be more significant than the fact that

the works which have brought him a fame other

than that of the politician and patriot, were

done in periods of compulsory cessation from

his life-work,
—

planned and partly, if not wholly
executed during the imprisonments which could

alone enforce leisure upon this unresting worker

for his country. Even these by-products of his

genius have some reference to the one passion of his

life, the renewal, if not the surpassing of the past

greatness of the nation by the greatness of its

future. His vedic researches seek to fix its pre-

historic point of departure ; the Gita-rahasya takes

the scripture which is perhaps the strongest and

most comprehensive production of Indian spiritua-

lity and justifies to that spirituality by its own
authoritative ancient message the sense of the

4
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importance of life, of action, of human existence of

man s labour for mankind which is indispensable to

the idealism of the modern spirit.

The landmarks of Mr. Tilak's life are landmarks

also in the history of his province and his country.

His first great step associated him in a pioneer work
whose motive was to educate the people for a new
life under the new conditions, on the one side, a

purely educational movement of which the fruit was

the Ferguson College, fitly founding the reawakening

of the country by an effort of which co-operation

in self-sacrifice was the moving spirit, on the other,

the initiation of the Kesari newspaper, which since

then has figured increasingly as the characteristic

and powerful expression of the political mind of

Maharashtra. Mr. Tilak's career has counted three

periods each of which had an imprisonment for its

culminating point. His first imprisonment in the

Kolhapur case belongs to this first stage of self-

development and development of the Mahratta

country for new ideas and activities and for the

national future.

The second period brought in a wider conception
and a profounder effort. For now it was to reawaken
not only the political mind, but the soul of the people

by linking its future to its past ; it worked by a

more strenuous and popular propaganda which

reached its height in the organisation of the Shivaji

and the Ganapati festivals. His separation from the

social reform leader, Agarkar, had opened the way-

5
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Lok.. Bal Gangadhar Tilak

for the peculiar role which he has played as a.

trusted and accredited leader of conservative and

reiigious India in the paths of democratic politics.

It was thi* position which enable him to effect the

union of the new political spirit with the tradition

and sentiment of the historic past and of both with

the ineradicable religious temperament of the people

of which these festivals were the symbol. The

congress movement was for a long time purely

occidental in its mind, character and methods,

confined to the English-educated few, founded on the

political rights and interests of the people read in

the light of English history and European ideals,,

but with no roots either in the past of the country
or in the inner spirit of the nation. Mr. Tilak was

the first political leader to break through the routine

of its somewhat academical methods, to bridge the

gulf between the present and the past and to restore

continuity to the political life of the nation. He
developed a language and a spirit and he used

methods which Indianised the movement and brought
into it the masses. To his work of this period we
owe that really living, strong and readily organised

movement in Maharashtra which has shown its

energy and sincerity in more than one crisis and

struggle. This divination of the mind and spirit of

his people and its needs and this power to seize on

the right way to call it forth prove strikingly the

political genius of Mr. Tilak ; they made him the

one man predestined to lead them in this trying and

6
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difficult period when all has to be discovered and

all has to be reconstructed. What was done then

by Mr. Tdak in Maharashtra has been initiated for

all India by the swadeshi movement. To bring in

the mass of the people, to found the greatness of the

future on the greatness of the past, to infuse Indian

politics with Indian religious fervour and spiritua-

lity, are the indispensable conditions for a great and

powerful political awakening in India. Others,

writers, thinkers, spiritual leaders, had seen this

truth. Mr. Tilak was the first to bring it into the

actual field of practical politics. This second period

of his labour for his country culminated in a longer

and harsher imprisonment which, was. as it were,

the second seal of the divine hand upon his work ;

for there can be no diviner seal than suffering for a

cause. "

A third period, that of the swadeshi movement

brought Mr. Tilak forward prominently as an All-

lndi*i leader ;
it gave him at fast the v/ider field, the

greater driving power, the larger leverage he needed

to bring his life-work rapidly to a head, and not only

in Maharashtra but throughout the country. The

incidents of that oeriod are too fresh in memory to

need recalling. From the inception of the Boycott

to the Surat catastrophe and his last and longest im-

prisonment, which was its sequel, the name and

work of Mr. Tilak are a part of Indian history.

These three imprisonments, each showing more

clearly the moral stuff and quality of the man under

7
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the test and. glare of suffering, have been the three

seals of his career. [he first found him one of a

small knot of pioneer workers ; it marked him out to

be the> strong and inflexible leader of a strong and

sturdy people. The second found him already the

inspiring power of a great reawakening of the

Maratha spirit ; it left him an uncrowned king in the

Deccan and gave him that high reputation through-

out India, which was the foundation-stone of his

present commanding influence. The last found him

the leader of an All-India party, the foremost

exponent and head of a thorough-going Nationalism :

it sent him back to be one of the two or three fore-

most men of India adored and followed by the whole

nation. He now stands in the last period of his life-

long toil for his country. It is one in which for the

first time some ray of immediate hope and near

success shines upon a cause which at one time

seemed destined to a long frustration and fulfilment

only perhaps after a century of labour, struggle.and

suffering.

The qualities which have suppcrted him and given

him his hard-earned success, have been com-

paratively rare in Indian politics. The first is his

entirely representative character as a born leader for

the sub-nation to which he belongs. India is a unity

full of diversities and its strength as well as its

weakness is rooted in those diversities : the vigour

of its national life can exist only by the vigour of its

regional life. Therefore in politics as in everything

8
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else a leader, to have a firm basis for his life-work,

must build it upon a living work, and influence in his

own sub-race or province. No man was more fitted

to do this than Mr. Tilak. He is the very type and

incarnation of the Maratha character, the Maratha

qualities, the Maratha spirit, but with the unified

solidity in the character, the touch of genius in the

qualities, the vital force in the spirit which make a

great personality readily the representative man of

his people. The Maratha race, as their soil and

their history have made them, are a rugged, strong

and sturdy people, democratic in their every fibre,

keenly intelligent and practical to the very marrow,

following in ideas, even in poetry, philosophy and

religion the drive towards life and action, capable of

great fervour, feeling and enthusiasm, like all Indian

peoples, but not emotional idealists, having in their

thought and speech always a turn for strength, sense,

accuracy, lucidity and vigour, in learning and

scholarship patient, industrious, careful, thorough

and penetrating, in life simple, hardy and frugal, in

their temperament courageous, pugnacious, full of

spirit, yet with a tact in dealing with hard facts

and circumventing obstacles, shrewd yet aggressive

diplomatists, born politicians, born fighters. All

this Mr. Tilak is with a singular and eminent

completeness, and all on a large scale, adding to it

ail a lucid simplicity of genius, a secret intensity,

an inner strength of will, a singlemindedness in

aim of quite extraordinary force, which remind

9
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one of the brightness, sharpness and perfect temper
of a fine sword hidden in a sober scabbard. As
he emerged on the political field, his people saw
more and more clearly in him their representative

man, themselves in large, the genius of their type.

They felt him to be of one spirit and make with the

great men who had made their past history, almost

believed him to be a reincarnation of one of them
returned to carry out his old work in a new form and
under new conditions. They beheld in him the spirit

of Maharashtra once again embodied in a great

individual. He occupies a position in his province

which has no parallel in the rest of India.

On the wider national field also Mr. Tilak has rare

qualities which fit him for the hour and the work. He
is in no sense what his enemies have called him, a

demagogue : he has not the loose suppleness, the

oratorical fervour, the facile appeal to the passions

which demagogy requires ; his speeches are too much
made up of hard and straight thinking, he is: too

much a man of serious and practical action. None
more careless of mere effervescence, emotional

applause, popular gush, public ovations. He tolerates

them since popular enthusiasm will express itself in

that way ; but he has always been a little impatient

of them as dissipative of serious strength and will

and a waste of time and energy which might better

have been solidified and devoted to effective work.

But he is entirely a democratic politician, of a type

not very common among our leaders, one who can

10

www.gandhimedia.org



An Appreciation by Babu Aurobindo Ghose

both awaken the spirit of the mass and responds,

their spirit, able to lead them, but also able to see

where he must follow the lead of their predominant
sense and will and feelings. He moves among his

followers as one of them in a perfect equality,

simple and familiar in his dealings with them by

the very force of his temperament and character,

open, plain and direct and though capable of great

reserve, yet, wherever necessary, in his speech,

admitting them into his plans and ideas as one

taking counsel of them, taking their sense even

while enforcing as much as possible his own view

of policy and action with all the great strength of

quiet will at his command. He has that closeness

of spirit to the mass of men, that unpretentious

openness of intercourse with them, that faculty of

plain and direct speech which interprets their

feelings and shows them how to think out what

they feel, which are pre-eminently the democratic

qualities. For this reason he has always been able

to unite all classes of men behind him, to be the

leader not only of the educated, but of the people,

the merchant the trader, the villager, the peasant.

All Maharashtra understands him when he speaks
or writes ; all Maharashtra is ready to follow him

when he acts. Into his wider field in the troubled

swadeshi times he carried the same qualities and the

same power of democratic leadership.

It is equally a mistake to think of Mr. Tilak as

by nature a revolutionary leader ; that is not his
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character or his political temperament. The Indian

peoples generally, with the possible exception of

emotional and idealistic Bengal, have nothing or

very little of the revolutionary temper ; they can be
goaded to revolution, like any and every people on
the face of the earth, but they have no natural

disposition towards it. They are capable of large
ideals and fervent enthusiasms, sensitive in feeling
and liable to g-usts of passionate revolt which are

easily appeased by even an appearance of concession ;

but naturally they are conservative in temperament
and deliberate in action. Mr. Tilak, though a strong-
wilied man and a fighter by nature, has this much of

the ordinary Indian temperament, that with a large
mind open to progressive ideas he unites a conser-

vative temperament strongly in touch with the

sense of his people. In a free India he would

probably have figured as an advanced Liberal states-

man eager for national progress and greatness, but
as careful of every step, as firm and decided in it and

always seeking to carry the conservative instinct of

the nation with him in every change, he is besides

a born Parliamentarian, a leader for the assembly,

though always in touch with the people outside as

the constant source of the mandate and the final

referee in differences. He loves a clear and fixed

procedure which he can abide by and use, even

while making the most of its details,
—of which the

theory and practice would be always at his finger

<ends,—to secure a practical advantage in the struggle

12
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of parties. He always set a high value on the Con-

gress for this reason ; he saw in it a centralising

body, an instrument and a first, though yet shape-

less, essay at a popular assembly. Many after Surat

spoke of him as the deliberate breaker of the

Congress, but to no one was the catastrophe so great

a blow as to Mr. Tilak. He did not love the

do-nothingness of that assembly, but he valued it

both as a great national fact and for its unrealised

possibilities and hoped to make of it a central

organization for practical work. To destroy an

existing and useful institution was alien to his way
of seeing and would not have entered into his ideas

or his wishes.

Moreover, though he has ideals, he is not an

idealist by character. Once the ideal fixed, all the

rest is for him practical work ; the facing of hard

facts, though also the overcoming of them when

they stand in the way of the goal, the use of strong

and »effective means with the utmost care and

prudence consistent with the primary need of as

rapid an effectivity as will and earnest action can

bring about. Though he can be obstinate and iron-

willed when his mind is made up as to the necessity

of a course of action or the indispensable recognition

of a principle, he is always ready for a compromise
which will allow of getting real work done, and will

take willingly half a loaf rather than no bread,

though always with a full intention of getting the

whole loaf in good time. But he will not accept

13
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chaff or plaster in place of good bread. Nor does he

like to go too far ahead of possibilities, and indeed

has often shown in this respect a caution highly

disconcerting to the more impatient of his followers.

But neither would he mistake, like the born

Moderate, the minimum effort and the minimum
immediate aim for the utmost possibility of the

moment. Such a man is no natural revolutionist,

but a constitutional' Tt by temper, though always in

such times necessarily the leader of an advanced

party or section. A clear constitution he can use,

amend and enlarge would have suited him much
better than to break existing institutions and get

a clear field for innovations which is the natural

delight of the revolutionary temperament.

This character of Mr. Tilak's mind explains his

attitude in social reform. He is no dogmatic

reactionery. The Maratha people are incapable of

either the unreasoning or too reasoning rigid con-

servatism or of the fiery iconoclasm which can exist

side by side,
—

they are often only two sides of the

same temper of mind,—in other parts of India. Jt

is attached to its social institutions like ail people

who live close to the soil, but it has always shown

a readiness to adapt, loosen and accomodate them in

practice to the pressure of actual needs. Mr. Tilak

shares this general temperament and attitude of his

people. But there have also been other reasons

which a strong political sense has dictated ; and first,

he clear perception that the political movement

14
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could not afford to cut itself off from the great mass

of the nation or split itself up into warring factions

by a premature association of the social reform

question with politics. The proper time for that, a

politician would naturally feel, is when the country
has a free assembly of its own which can consult the

needs or carry out the mandates of the people.

Moreover, he has felt strongly that political emanci-

pation was the one pressing need for the people of

India and that all else not directly connected with

it must take a second place ; that has been the

principle of his own life and he has held that it

should be the principle of the national life at the

present hour. Let us have first liberty and the

organised control of the life of the nation, afterwards

we can see how we should use it in social matters ;

meanwhile let us move on without noise and strife,

only so far as actual need and advisability demand

and the sense of the people is ready to advance.

This attitude may be right or wrong ; but, Mr. Tilak

being what he is and the nation being what it is, he

could take no other.

If, then, Mr. Tilak has throughout his life been an

exponent of the idea of radical change in politics and

during the swadeshi agitation the head of a party

which could be called extremist, it is due to that

clear practical sense, essential in a leader of political

action, which seizes at once on the main necessity

and goes straight without hesitation or deviation to

the indispensable means. There are always two
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classes of political minds : one is pre-occupied with

details for their own sake, revels in the petty points

of the moment and puts away into the background

the great principles and the great necessities, the

other sees rather these first and always and details

only in relation to them. The one type moves in

a routine circle which may or may not have an

issue ; it cannot see the forest for the trees and it is

only by an accident that it stumbles, if at all, on the

way out. The other type takes a mountain-top view

of the goal and all the directions and keep that

in their mental compass through all the deflections,

retardations and tortuosities which the character of

the intervening country may compel them to accept ;

but these they abridge as much as possible. The

former class arrogate the name of statesman in their

own day ; it is to the latter that posterity concedes it

and sees in them the true leaders of great move-

ments. Mr. Tilak, like all men of pre-eminent

political genius, belongs to this second and greater

order of mind.

Moreover in India, owing to the divorce of politi-

cal activity from the actual government and

administration of the affairs of the country, an

academical turn of thought is too common in our

dealings with politics. But Mr. Tilak has never

been an academical politician, a
"
student of politics

"

meJdling with action ; his turn has always been

to see actualities and move forward in their light. It

was impossible for him to view the facts and needs

16
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of current Indian politics of the nineteenth century

in the pure serene or the dim religious light of

the Witenagemot and the Magna Charta and the

constitutional history of England during the past

seven centuries, or to accept the academic sophism

of a gradual preparation for liberty, or merely to

discuss isolated or omnibus grievances and strive to

enlighten the darkness of the official mind by lumin-

ous speeches and resolutions, as was the general

practice of Congress politics till 1905. A national

agitation in the country which would make the

Congress movement a living and acting force was

always his ideal, and what the Congress would not

do, he, when still an isolated leader of a handful of

enthusiasts in a corner of the country, set out to do

in his own strength and for his own hand. He saw

from the first that for a people circumstanced like

ours there could be only one political question and

one aim, not the gradual improvement of the present

administration into something in the end funda-

mentally the opposite of itself, but the early

substitution of Indian and national for English and

bureaucratic control in the affairs of India. A subject

nation does not prepare itself by gradual progress

for liberty ; it opens by liberty its way to rapid

progress. The only progress that has to be made in

the preparation for liberty, is progress in the

awakening of the national spirit and in the creation

of the will to be free and the will to adopt the neces-

sary means and bear the necessary sacrifices for

17
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liberty. It is these clear perceptions that 'have

regulated his political career.

Therefore the whole of the first part of his political

life was devoted to a vigorous and living propaganda

for the reawakening and solidifying of the national

life of Maharashtra. Therefore, too, when the

Swadeshi agitation gave first opportunity of a large

movemant in the same sense throughout India, he

seized on it with avidity, while his past work in

Maharashtra, his position as the leader of a small

advanced section in the old Congress politics and

his character, sacrifices and sufferings, at once fixed

the choice of the New Party on him as their

predestined leader. The same master idea made
him seize on the four main points which the Bengal

agitation, had thrown into some beginning of

practical form, Swaraj, Swadeshi, National Educa-

tion and Boycott, and formulate them into a

definite programme, which he succeeded in intro-

ducing among the resolutions of the Congress at

the Calcutta session,
—much to the detriment of the

uniformity of sage and dignified impotence which

had characterised the august, useful and calmly

leisurely proceedings of that temperate national

body. We all know the convulsion that followed

the injection of this foreign matter ; but we must

see why Mr. Tilak insisted on administering

annually so potent a remedy. The four resolutions

were for him the first step towards shaking the

18
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Congress out of its torpid tortoise-like gait and

turning it into a living and acting body.

Swaraj, complete and early self-government in

whatever form,
(
had the merit in his eyes of making

definite and near to the national vision the one

thing needful, the one aim that mattered, the one

essential change that includes all the others. No
nation can develop a living enthusiasm or accept

great action and great sacrifices for a goal that

is lost to its eye in the mist of far-off centuries ;

it must see it near and distinct before it, magnified

by a present hope, looming largely and actualised

as a living aim whose early realisation only depends
on a great, sustained and sincere effort. National

education meant for him the training of the young
generation in the new national spirit to be the

architects of liberty, if that was delayed, the

citizens of a free India which had rediscovered

itself, if the preliminary condition were rapidly
fulfilled. Swadeshi meant an actualising of the

national self-consciousness and the national will

and the readiness to sacrifice which would fix them

in the daily mind and daily life of the people.

In Boycott, which was only a popular name for

passive resistance, he saw the means to give to the

struggle between the two ideas in conflict, bureau-

cratic control and national control, a vigorous shape
and body and to the popular side a weapon and an

effective form of action. Himself a man of organi-

zation and action, he knew well that by ariion
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most, and not by thought and speech alone, can the

will of a people be vivified, trained and made solid

and enduring. To get a sustained authority from

the Congress for a sustained effort in these four

directions, seemed to him of capital importance ;

this was the reason for his inflexible insistence on

their unchanged inclusion when the programme
seemed to him to be in danger.

Yet also, because he is a practical politician and

a man of action, he has always, so long as the

essentials were safe, been ready to admit any

change in name or form or any modification of

programme or action dictated by the necessities of

the time. Thus during the movement of 1905—
1910 the Swadeshi leader and the Swadeshi party

insisted on agitation in India and discouraged
reliance on agitation in England, because the

awaking and fixing of a self-reliant national spirit

and will in India was the one work for the hour and

in England no party or body of opinion existed

which would listen to the national claim, nor could

exist,
—as anybody with the least knowledge of

English politics could have told,
—until that claim,

had been unmistakably and insistently made and

was clearly supported by the fixed will of the

nation. The Home Rule leader and the Home
Rule party of to-day, which is only the

' New
Party

"
reborn with a new name, form and following,

insist on the contrary on vigorous and speedy

agitation in England, because the claim and the
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will have both been partially, but not sufficiently

recognised, and because a great and growing
British party now exists which is ready to make

the Indian ideal part of its own programme. So,

too, they insisted then on Swaraj and rejected with

contempt all petty botching with the administration,

because so alone could the real issue be made a

living thing to the nation ; now they accept readily

enough a fairly advanced but still half-and-half

scheme, but always with the proviso that the

popular principle receives substantial 'embodiment

and the full ideal is included as an early goal and

not put off to a far-distant future. The leader of

men in war or politics will always distrust petty

and episodical gains which, while giving false

hopes, are merely nominal and put off or even

endanger the real issue, but will always seize

on any advantage which brings decisive victory

definitely nearer. It is only the pure idealist,
—but

let 'us remember that he too has his great and

indispensable uses,
—-who insists always on either

all or nothing. Not revolutionary methods or

revolutionary idealism, but the clear sight and
the direct propaganda and action of the patriotic

political leader insisting on the one thing needful

and the straight way to drive at it, have been the

sense of Mr. Tilak's political career.

The speeches in this book belong both to the

Swadeshi and the Home Rule periods, but mostly to

the latter. They show Mr. Tilak's mind and policy
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and voice with great force that will and politicaJ

thought now dominant in the country which he has

so prominently helped to create. Mr. Tilak has

none of the gifts of the orator which many lesser

men have possessed, but his force of thought and

personality make him in his own way a powerful

speaker. He is at his best in his own Marathi

tongue rather than in English ; for there he finds

always the apt and telling phrase, the striking

application, the vigorous figure which go straight

home to the popular mind. But there is essentially
the same power in both. His words have direct-

ness and force—no force can be greater
—of a

sincere and powerful mind always going immedi-

ately to the aim in view, the point before it,

expressing it with a bare, concentrated economy of

phrase and the insistence of the hammer full on the

head of the nail which drives it in with a few blows.
But the speeches have to be read with his life, his

character, his life-long aims as their surrounding

atmosphere, That is why I have dwelt on their

main points ;

—not that all I have said is not well

known, but the repetition of known facts has its use
when they are important and highly significant.

Two facts of his life and character have to be

insisted on as of special importance to the country
because they give a great example of two things in

which its political life was long deficient and is

even now not sufficient. First, the inflexible will of

the patriot and man of sincere heart and thorough
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action which has been the very grain of his

character ; for aspirations, emotion, enthusiasm are

nothing without this ; will alone creates and

prevails. And wish and will are not the same

thing, but divided by a great gulf ; the one, which is

almost of us get to, is a puny, tepid and inefficient

thing and, even when most enthusiastic, easily

discouraged and turned from its object ; the other

can be a giant to accomolish and endure. Secondly,
the readiness to sacrifice and face suffering, not

needlessly or with a useless bravado, but with a

firm courage when it comes, to bear it and to

outlive, returning to work with one's scars as if

nothing had happened. No prominent man in

India has suffered more for his country ; none has

taken his sacrifices and sufferings more quietly and
as a matter of course.

The first part of Mr. Tilak's life-work is accom-

plished. Two great opportunities have hastened its

success, of which he has taken full advantage. The
lavalike flood of the Swadeshi movement fertilised

the soil and did for the country in six years the

work of six ordinary decades ; it fixed the goal of

freedom in the mind of the people. The sudden

irruption of Mrs. Besant into the field with her

unequalled gift,
—born of her untiring energy, her

flaming enthusiasm, her magnificent and magnetic

personality, her spiritual force,
—for bringing an

ideal into the stage of actuality with one rapid

whirl and rush, has been the second factor. Indeed
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the presence of three such personalities as Mr.

Tilak, Mrs. Besant and Mr. Gandhi at the head and

in the heart of the present movement, should itself

be a sure guarantee of success. The nation has

accepted the near fulfilment of his great aim as its

own political aim, the one object of its endeavour,

its immediate ideal. The Government of India and

the British nation have accepted it as th-ir goal in

Indian administration ; a powerful party, in England,

the party which seems to command the future, has

pronounced for its speedy and total accomplish-

ment. A handful of dissentients there may be in

the country who still see only petty gains in the

present and the rest in the dim vista of the centuries,

but with this insignificant exception, all the Indian

provinces and communities have spoken with one

voice. Mr. Tilak's principles of work have been

accepted : the ideas which he had so much trouble

to enforce have become the commonplaces and

truisms of our political thought. The only question

that remains is rapidity of a now inevitable evolu-

tion. That is the hope for which Mr. Tilak still

stands, a leader of all India. Only when it is

accomplished, will his life-work be done ; not till

then can he rest while he lives, even though age

grows on him and infirmities gather, for his spirit

will always remain fresh and vigorous,
—
any more

than a river can rest before the power of its waters

has found their goal and discharged them into the

sea. But whether that end, the end of a first
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stage of our new national life, the beginning of a

greater India reborn for self-fulfilment and the

service of humanity,
—come to-morrow or after a

little delay, its accomplishment is now safe, and

Mr. Tilak's name stands already for history as a

nation-builder, one of the half-dozen greatest

political personalities, memorable figures, represen-

tative men of the nation in this most critical period

of India's destinies, a name to be remembered

gratefully so long as the country has pride in its

past and hope for its future.

Aurobindo Ghose.
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A STANDARD CHARACTER FOR INDIAN
LANGUAGES

(Speech delivered at Benares, at the Nagari 'Prachami
Sahha Conference, under the Presidency of Mr. R. C. T>utt,

in "December, 1905.)

Gentlemen,—The scope and object of the Nagari
Pracharni Sabha has already been explained to you
by the President. I should have gladly dilated on
the same. But as ten speakers are to follow me
within an hour and a half, I must forego the pleasure
and restrict myself, during the few minutes at my
disposal to a brief mention of the points which I

think ought to be kept in view in endeavouring to

work on the lines adopted by the Sabha.

The first and the most important thing we have to

remember is that this movement is not merely for

establishing a common character for the Northern
India. It is a part and parcel of a larger movement,
I may say a National Movement to have a common
language for the whole of India ; for a common
language is an important element of nationality. It

is by a common language that you express your
thoughts to others ; and Manu rightly says that
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everything is comprehended or proceeded from vak

or language- Therefore if you want to draw a

nation together there is no force more powerful than

to have a common language for all. And that is

the end which the Sabha has kept in view.

But how is the end to be attained ? We aim at

having a common language not only for Northern

India, but I will say, in course of time, for the

whole of India including the Southern of the

Madras Presidency, and when the scope of our

labours is so widened our difficulties seem to

grow apace. First of all we have to face what

may be called the historic difficulties. The
contests between the Aryans and the non-Aryans
in ancient, and between the Mahomedans and the

Hindus in later times have destroyed the linguistic

harmony of the country. In Northern India the

languages spoken by the Indian population are

mostly Aryan, being derived from Sanskrit ; while

those in the South are Dravidian in origin.
"

The
difference exists not only in words but in the

characters in which those words are written. Next
to this is the difference between Urdu and Hindi to.

which so much prominence is given in this province.
On our side we have also the Modi or the running

script character as distinguished from the Balabodha

or the Devanagari in which the Marathi books are

ordinarily printed.

There are, therefore, two great important elements

which we have to harmonise and bring together
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under our common character or language before we
venture to go to the Mahomedan or Persian

characters. I have already said that though a

common language for India is the ultimate end we
have in view, we begin with the lowest step of the

ladder, I mean a common character for Hindus.

But here too we have to harmonise the two elements

now meptioned
—the Aryan or the Devanagari

character, and the Dravidian or the Tamil character.

It should ba noted that the distinction is not one of

character only inasmuch as there are certain

sounds in the Dravidian languages which are not to

be found in any Aryan language.

We have resolved to proceed step by step, and as

explained to you by the President we have at first

taken up in hand only the group of the Aryan

languages i.e., those derived from Sanskrit. These

are Hindi, Bengali, Marathi, Gujarathi and

Gurumuki. There are other sub-dialects, but I have

nan/ed the principal ones. These languages are all

derived from Sanskrit ; and the characters in which

they are written are also modifications of the ancient

characters of India. In course of time each of these

languages has, however, developed its own peculia-

rities in grammar, pronunciation and characters,

though the alphabet in each is nearly the

same.

The Nagari Pracharni Sabha aims at having a

common character for all these Aryan languages, so

that when a book is printed in that character it
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may be more readily intelligible to all the people

speaking the Aryan languages. I think we all agree

on this point and admit its utility. But the difficulty

arises, when a certain character is proposed as best

fitted to be the common character for all. Thus,

for instance the Bengalis may urge that the

characters in which they write their language are

more ancient than those adopted by the Gujarathi

or Marathi speaking people, and that Bengali

should therefore be selected as a common character

for all. There are others who think that the

Devanagari, as you find it in the printed books, is

the oldest character and therefore it is entitled to be

the common character for all the Aryan languages.

I do not think, however, that we can decide this

question on poor historic grounds. If you go to

ancient inscriptions you will find that no less than

ten different characters were in use at different

times since the days of Ashoka and that Kharoshtri

or Brahmi is believed to be the oldest of them all.

Since then all letters have undergone a great deal of

change ; and all our existing characters are modifica-

tions of some one or other of the ancient characters.

It would, I think, therefore be idle to decide the ques-

tion of common character on purely antiquarian basis.

To avoid this difficulty it was at one time

suggested that we should all adopt Roman

characters ; and one reason advanced in support

thereof was that it would give a common character

both for Asia and Europe.
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Gentlemen, the suggestion appears to me to be

utterly ridiculous. The Roman alphabet, and
therefore Roman character, is very defective and

entirely unsuited to express the sounds used by us.

It has been found to be defective even by English

grammarians. Thus while sometimes a single

letter has three or four sounds, sometimes a single

sound is represented by two or three letters. Add to

it the difficulty of finding Roman characters or

letters that would exactly represent the sounds in

our languages without the use of any diaqritic

marks and the ridiculousness of the suggestion

would be patent to all.

If a common character is needed for us all, it

should be, you will therefore see, a more perfect

character than the Roman. European Sanskritists

have declared that the Devanagari alphabet is more

perfect than any which obtains in Europe. And
with this clear opinion before us, it would be

suicidal to go to any other alphabet in our search

for a common character for all the Aryan languages

in India. No, I would go further and say that the

classification of letters and sounds on which we
have bestowed so much labour in India and which

we find perfected in the works of Panini is not to

be found in any other language in the world. That

is another reason why the Devanagiri alphabet is

the best suited to represent the different sounds
we all use. If you compare the different characters

given at the end of each book published in the
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Sacred Books of the East Series you will be
convinced of what I say. We have one sound for

one letter and one letter for each sound. I do not

think, therefore, that there can be any difference of

opinion as to what alphabet we should adopt. The
Devanagari is pre-eminently such an . alphabet.
The question is one of character or the form in

writing which the letters of the alphabet assume in

different provinces ; and I have already said that

this question cannot be solved on mere antiquarian

grounds.

Like Lord Curzon s standard time we want a

standard character. Well, if Lord Curzon had

attempted to give us a standard character on

national lines he would have been entitled to our

respect far more than by giving us a standard time.

But it has not been done ; and we must do it

ourselves giving up all provincial prejudices. The

Bengalis naturally take pride in their own character.

I do not blame them for it. There are others in

Gujarath who say that their character is easy to

write because they omit the head-line. The Maha-

rashtras on the other hand may urge that Marathi

is the character in which Sanskrit is written, and

therefore, it ought to be the common character for

the whole of India.

I fully appreciate the force of these remarks , But

we must come to a solution of the question and for

that purpose discuss the subject in a business-like

and practical manner. Whatever character we
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adopt, it must be easy to write, elegant to the eye

and capable or being written with fluency. The

letters that you devise must again be sufficient to

express all the sounds in different Aryan languages

nay, must be capable of being extended to express

the Dravidian sounds without diacritic marks.

There should be one letter for every sound and ,cice

versa. That is what I mean by sufficient and com-

plete character. And if we put our heads together

at would not be difficult to device such a character

based on the existing ones. In determining upon
such a character we shall have to take into consi-

deration the fact, namely, which of the existing

characters is or are used over a wider area. For a

single character used over a wider area if suited in

other respects will naturally claim preference to be

a common character as far as it goes.

When you have appointed your committee for the

purpose and found out a common character, I think

we shall have to go to Government and urge upon
its attention the necessity of introducing in the

vernacular school books of each province a few
lessons in this standard character, so thar the next

generation may become familiar with it from its

school days. Studying a new charactei is not a

difficult task. But there is a sort oi reLictance to

study a new character after one's si-idies are

completed. This reluctance can be overcome by the

way I have suggested and herein Government can

help us. It is not a political question as such,
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though in the end everything may be said to be-

political. A Government that gave us a standard

time and standard system of weights and measures

would not, I think, object to lend its help to a scheme

which aims to secure a standard character for all

Aryan languages.

When this common character is established it

Would not be difficult to read the books printed in

one dialect of the Aryan language by those who use

a different dialect of the same ? My own difficulty

in not understanding a Bengali book is that I cannot

read the characters. If a Bengali book is printed

in the Devanagari characters I can follow the author

to a great extent, if not wholly, so as to understand

the purport of the book ; for, over fifty per cent of

the words used will be found borrowed or derived

from Sanskrit. We are all fast adopting new ideas

from the West, and with the help of the parent

tongue, Sanskrit, coining new words to express the

same. Here, therefore, is another direction in which

we may work for securing a common language

for all and I am glad to see that by preparing a

dictionary of scientific terms in Hindi, the Sabha is

doing a good service in this line. I should have

liked to say something on this point. But as there are

other speakers to follow me, I do not think I shall

be justified in doing so and therefore resume my seat

with your permission.
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THE BHARATA DHARMA MAHAMANDALA
(Benares, 3rd January, 1906)

I am sorry I cannot address you in any other

language except Marathi and English. English
should be boycotted for religious purposes, But I

cannot help and hope you will excuse me. I shall

speak a few words on the importance of Hindu
religion, its present condition and efforts that are

being made to preserve it from decay. What is

Hindu religion ? If you go to the different parts of

India, you will find different views about Hindu
religion entertained by different people. Here you
are mostly Vaishnavas or followers of Shri Krishna.

If you go to the south, you will meet followers of

. Ramanuia and such others. What is Hindu

religion then ? Bharata Dharma Mahamandala
cannot be a Mahamandala unless it includes and

co-ordinates these different sections and parts. Its

name can only be significant if different sections of

Hindu religion are united under its banner. All

these different sects are so many branches of the

Vedic religion. The term Sanatana Dharma show*

that our religion is very old—as old as the history

of the human race itself. Vedic religion was the

religion of the Aryans from a very early time. But

you all know no branch can stand by itself, Hindu
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religion as a whole is made up of different parts

co-related to each other as so many sons and

daughters of one great religion. If this idea is kept

in view and if we try to unite the various sections it

will be consolidated in a mighty force. So long as

you are divided amongst yourselves, so long as one

section does not recognise its affinity with another,

you cannot hope to rise as Hindus. Religion is an

element in nationality. The word Dharma means

a tie and comes from the root Jhri to bear

or hold. What is there to hold together ? To
connect the soul with God, and man with

man. Dharma means our duties towards God
and duty towards man. Hindu religion as such

provides for a moral as well as social tie. This

being our definition we must go back to the past

and see how it was worked out. During Vedic

times India was a self-contained conntry. It was
united as a great nation. That unity has disappeared .

bringing on us great degradation and it becomes
the duty of the leaders to revive that union. A
Hindu of this place is as much a Hindu as the one
from Madras or Bombay. You might put on a
different dress, speak a different language, but you
should remember that the inner sentiments which
move you all are the same. The study of the Gita,

Ramayana and Mahabharata produce the same
ideas throughout the country. Are not these—
common allegiance to the Vedas, the Gita and the

Ramayana—our common heritage ? If we lay stress
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on it forgetting all the minor differences that exist

between different sects, then by the grace of

Providence we shall ere long be able to consolidate

all the different sects into a mighty Hindu nation.

This ought to be the ambition of every Hindu. If

you thus work to unite, you will find within a few

years one feeling and one thought actuating and

dominating all people throughout the country. This

is the work we have to do. The present condition

of our religion is not at all one that is desirable.

We think ourselves separated and the feeling of

that unity which was at the root of our advancement

in the past is gone. It is certainly an unfortunate

circumstance that we should have so many sections

and snb-sections. It is the duty of an association

like the Bharata Dharma Mahamandala to work to

restore the lost and forgotten union. In the absence

of unity India cannot claim its place among the

. nations of the world. For some two hundred years
India was in the same condition as it is to-day.

Buddhism flourished and attacks were made on
Hindu religion by Buddhists and Jains. After 600

years of chaos rose one great leader, Shankar-

acharya and he brought together all the common
philosophical elements of our religion and proved
and preached them in such a way that Buddhism
was swept away from the land.

We have the grand and eternal promise Shri

Krishna has given in the Gita that whenever there

is a decay of Dharma, He comes down to restore it.
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When there is a decay owing to disunion, when
good men are persecuted, then Shri Krishna comes
down to save us. There is no religion on the face

of the earth except the Hindu religion wherein we
find such a hopeful promise that God comes to us

as many times as necessary. After Mahaomed no

prophet is promised, and jesus Christ comes once

for ever. No religion holds such promise full of

hope. It is because of this that the Hindu religion

is not dead. We are never without hope. Let

heretic say what they may. A time will come
when our religious thoughts and our rights will be

vindicated. Each man is doing his best, and as the

association is doing its best, every Hindu is welcome
to assist it and carry it to its goal- If we do not

find men coming forward let us hope they will do so

in the next generation. We are never without

hope ; no other religion has such a definite and

sacred promise as we have of Shri Krishna. It is

based on truth and truth never dies. I say it arid I

am prepared to prove this statement. I believe that

truth is not vouchsafed to one only. The great

characteristic of truth is that it is universal and

catholic. It is not confined to any particular race.

Hindu religion tolerates all religions. Our religion

says that all religions are based on truth, "you
followr yours, I mine.'

Shri Krishna says that the followers of other

religions worship God though not in a proper form.

Shri Krishna does not say that the followers of
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