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AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

IT has been a great pleasure to undertake the present

task, in compliance with the request to write short but

reasonably complete narratives of Indians that have
served as pathfinders in the difficult work of nation-

building in India. But delightful in itself though the

writing of the book has been, it has not been quite so

easy as one might have expected, by reason of the

paucity of reliable material, or difficulties in having
access to such material as is actually obtainable.

There is an abundance of books that may be used

as running commentaries on the various movements
in India, social as well as political, but there is

unfortunately, a regrettable dearth of authentic

biographies from which one might glean salient facts,

dates or leading episodes in the careers of great men.
It is with a view of filling such gaps that the

present modest attempt is made. But our obj ect has
not been so much to chronicle bare incidents as to

strive to reveal the personality of the man whose
contribution to one or the other of the liberalising
movements in India comes under review. How far

such attempts have been successful, we leave it to

the readers to judge.
In the case of Sir Rabindra Nath Tagore, we have

deliberately abstained from recording the personal
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6 AUTHOR'S PREFACE

incidents of his earlier life, since these have been so

graphically described for us, by the poet himself

in
"
My Reminiscences "* and also since his

personality and the fruition of his creative genius
in the realm of Art and Literature have a more

permanent interest than the details of his academic
and poetic life. In any case his spiritual vision and
the subtle and attractive garb with which he clothes

the commonest of sentiments are the most out-

standing features of the poet's entire career.

Similarly in the cases of one or two others who,
after a short-lived and strenuous activity in their

respective spheres have since retired, for various

reasons, from public life/ we have avoided going
into personal incidents.

The writer is in the fullest sympathy with the

aspirations of his educated countrymen and with

their demand that a substantial measure of self-

government must be given to India immediately,
in so far as it is compatible with the security and

stability of the Empire as a whole. And it is the

writer's firm conviction that a genuine concession to

this demand, here and now, would strengthen the

bonds between England and India, and that

eventual fullest autonomy within the Empire would

leave the destinies of India and the mother country

indissolubly linked.

The author desires, however, to repudiate all

methods of agitation that are not strictly con-

stitutional, and to dissociate himself from any

propaganda that exploits race-hatred to promote its

* Macmillan and Co., London, 73. 6d.
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE 7

ends. We sincerely feel that religious, social and

political reform must go hand in hand, so that the

prevailing anomalies in the Indian communities may
not furnish a handle for the reactionary obstruction

of the bureaucracy in India, nor that indifference to

the demands of India's social emancipation may
accentuate the revolutionary destruction of certain

misguided idealists. There must be an advance

towards the goal, through all the various avenues of

approach.

Though the main ideas and opinions expressed in

the book are my own, I take this opportunity to say
that the study of

" The Renaissance in India," by
the Rev. C. F. Andrews, first aroused my interest

in the study of Indian problems. This gifted

writer surveyed the modern situation in India from
the point of view of missionary activity : I have
tried to review the modern developments in India

in close association with their founders, in the light

of their bearing on the birth and the gradual con-

solidation of the National Idea, as the result of

the West meeting the East.

I express my thanks to the authorities of the

British Museum for affording me every facility for

getting at original documents, periodicals and books
in general.

My thanks are likewise due to Colonel Josiah C.

Wedgwood, M.P., for always assisting me with advice

and suggestions in my literary ventures, and to the

Rt. Hon. H. A. L. Fisher, the President of the Board
of Education, for his inspiring glimpses into

the character and life-work of the late Mr. G. K.
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8 AUTHOR'S PREFACE

Gokhale. His appreciation of Mr. Gokhale's life-

work enhanced my admiration for the noble Indian

patriot, and particularly as Mr. Fisher's appreciation
had behind it the weight and authority of a famous

scholar, and one of the foremost educationalists

now engaged in revolutionising the conditions of

education in this country.
I should finally express my thanks to Mr. A. G.

Gardiner, of The Daily News and Mr. J. A. Spender,
of The Westminster Gazette, for always encouraging
the interpretation of Indian ideals and aspirations,

with a view to the education of public opinion in this

country.
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INTRODUCTION
THE writer offers no apology, since none is needed, for

selecting the present moment as opportune for the

presentation to the public, British as well as Indian,

of the following character-sketches of eminent

Indians that have figured, more or less conspicuously,
as pioneers of movements which have taken their

rise in, and contributed towards the making of,

modern India. It will be obvious to the reader that

New India presents rather a perplexing develop-

ment, in which the old order and the new are at close

grips, victory being assured to the new, however

painfully slow may seem the movement towards the

triumph of the progressive forces.

Discriminating critics may regret the absence of

names from these essays of Ranade, Sir Subrahmania

Aiyar and Sir Krishna Nair, at present Minister for

Education in India. But the distinguished services

to India rendered by these great men are to be

dealt with, it is hoped, in another volume, and in a

somewhat different connection. For a similar reason

we have refrained from including in the following

chapters, narratives of the illustrious careers of

sympathetic Englishmen and Englishwomen who
have disinterestedly promoted the cause of India's

political emancipation. Among names that are

www.gandhimedia.org



12 INDIA'S NATION BUILDERS

enshrined in Indian hearts stand out those of

Allan Octavian Hume, Sir Henry Cotton and the

late Sir William Wedderburn, as bright shining

lights on the Indian political horizon. We have

been, in the main, concerned with the working of

certain progressive forces in India, forces that are

mainly the result of western education impinging on
a rich heritage of indigenous ideals.

The writer strongly feels that because of the great

world-war, the idea of nationality, always sacred

and inspiring has somehow been thrust into the fore-

ground of political thought. It was thus evident

that people's minds would be naturally more receptive
of the imperative claims of

"
India : a Nation

"

than ever before. What the flower of the Allied

democracy are to-day fighting and dying for, Indian

progressives and reformers are living for : to vindi-

cate, that is to say, the principle of nationality, to

assert the national idea and to demonstrate the

inherent right of all nations, great or small, to work
out their own destinies, untrammelled by the vested

interests of bureaucracies or military oligarchies.

The series begins with the chapter on Sir Rabrindra

Nath Tag ore, not because he is the earliest pioneer
of modern India, but because he is to-day best known
in contemporary England, not to speak of Europe
and America. We have not dealt with the various
"
nation-builders

"
throughout, in anything like

chronological sequence, but mainly on a rough esti-

mate of their influence on Indian life generally. But

broadly speaking, the order of treatment has been a

purely convenient arrangement, and no invidious
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INTRODUCTION 13

distinctions should be inferred from priority of

position.
It was also felt that something must be done

to remove the impression, the very misleading and
erroneous impression, that Indian leaders have been,

and are, impervious to modernist tendencies and

oblivious to the numerous evils that lurk in the

Indian body-politic. None is more merciless in

denunciation of social and other evils than the

Indian reformers themselves ; none so unsparing in

critical judgment as they. That India must set her

house in order, and apply the surgeon's knife to the

cankerous growths that she has so far encouraged
in her civic and communal life is the constant

burden of their teaching. From Ram Mohan to

Tagore, from Syed Ahmad Khan to Ranade, they
have never ceased from criticising the evils the

serious and fundamental evils that are to be found

in the Indian character and mentality, precisely as

English reformers and French, too, have ever

striven to remedy the evils that hamper the growth
of the nation's life, and have considered it a duty
to expose the evils that were sapping its vitality.

It is for this reason that we strongly feel that Mr.

William Archejr could scarcely have chosen a more
ill-starred moment than the present for a wholesale

disparagment of Indian publicists, and a scathing
indictment of the Indian tradition in its entirety,
in his recently published book :

"
India and the

Future." Not that we are afraid of criticism. We
sincerely feel that India's best friends are those that

lay their fingers on her festering sores. The fault, if
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14 INDIA'S NATION BUILDERS

any, that we have to find with Mr. Archer is not that

he is critical, but that his criticisms betray lack of

judgment, of the historical conscience, and full

knowledge of India's past and present. We are

reluctantly driven to confess that the learned

journalist's sole knowledge concerning India consists

of a bundle of impressions, gleaned from ignorant

and hostile sources, and capped with
"
the high

authority of Lord Sydenham of Combe." By the

way, the only other statesman in the Empire that

Mr. Archer did not consult while writing his book is

Lord Milner. But to pass on.

We are in the heartiest agreement with the learned

author's dictum that those" Hinduisers
"
in the West

who exaggerate everything Indian that is good, and

allegorise away everything Indian that is repulsive,

morbid, retrogressive, render India doubtful service.

So far, so good. But we strongly question, not Mr.

Archer's sincerity, but the propriety of his method

in making the pendulum swing to the other extreme.

With due respect to him, we beg leave to remind Mr.

Archer that in his eagerness to break a lance or two

with Orientalists and others, he seems to have quite

forgotten all about the scantiness of the material at

his disposal. While passing judgment on the religious

scriptures of India, he incidentally forgets that

progressive Hinduism does not depend on verses from
the Vedas, and, further, he leans upon the broken
reed of opinion proceeding from unfriendly quarters.
It was hardly necessary to quote Max Miiller, the

great orientalist and friend of India, and labour the

point that there are inchoate and inconsistent texts
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INTRODUCTION 15

in the Hindu scriptures, since Hinduism is a con-

tinuity and not a hidebound ecclesiastical system.
In its lower developments, Hinduism presents hideous

features ; the tyranny of the priest, of caste and

repressive doctrine, but which religion is perfect in

its cruder aspects and formulations ?

Mr. Archer, again, lays himself open to the very
accusation which he levels against young students

from India, viz., that they are fond of
"
extravagant

rhetoric/ Instead of saying that the masses in

India have not been educated, and owing to their

illiteracy are sinking very low, our learned contem-

porary uses flamboyant phraseology and says :

" A long chain of prehistoric and historic circum-

stances, ultimately traceable to geographical con-

ditions, has reduced the masses to a condition of

stagnant barbarism" (p. 26). What is this, if not
"
extravagant rhetoric," not even pardonable as in

the case of Indian students, because the medium of

expression, in his case, is his own mother-tongue.
Who is to blame for the neglect of mass education in

India ? The masses themselves ? or
"
the classes

reduced to an even less desirable state of inveter-

ately self-satisfied pseudo-civilisation ?
"

But even the above attempts at describing
new India pale into insignificance, when Mr.

Archer, the journalist, assumes the role of Pope of

Rome and prophesies a function discarded by the

Vatican now-a-days that India
"
may one day

come to date the dawn of her regeneration from the

Battle of Plassey." For aught we know, Mr.

Archer is quite right this time. In any case, we
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16 INDIA'S NATION BUILDERS

who are thoroughly loyal to the Imperial economy
believe that in the British connection with India

is implicit the guarantee of her political emanci-

pation. Only we expected that the learned author

would consider that after all we are human, and

not
"
rub it in

"
sovhard. For example, our learned

friend would not go the length of telling the Belgians
that they may one day come to date the dawn of

their regeneration from the farfl of Antwerp, sup-

posing the Germans had been ranged on our side.

I know and rejoice to know that the analogy
does not hold, but it is in the light of the

principle of nationality that we should pass

judgments on other nations, and pay some heed

to their sensitiveness and susceptibilities.

Arrogating to himself papal infallibility, Mr. Archer

lays the lash upon the backs of all Indian publicists,

progressive or reactionary, moderate or extremist.

At one moment we see Gokhale bleed under the

crash of Mr. Archer's sjambok, the next moment
Ranade is laid low. We hold no brief for

Ranade when he asks Indians to consider them-

selves
"
God's chosen people." But Mr. Archer

would be the first to consider himself as one of

the elect, and in fact through his interesting

articles, he has been giving, during the war, able

and forceful expression to his patriotic impulses,
and in our judgment quite properly. But then, why
should Ranade be pilloried for expressing his patriotic

instincts ? It is only human nature to cherish

one's traditions and ideals. The wail of lamen-

tation, however, becomes very deep and touching

www.gandhimedia.org



INTRODUCTION 17

when the complaint is voiced forth :

' The wisest

of Indians cannot get over the inveterate habit of

admitting in one breath that India's past is her

disaster, and asserting in the next that it is her glory
and her pride. The two propositions are not abso-

lutely irreconcilable
;

but the first alone is of any

practical moment (the italics are ours). If only the

Indian politician would cling fast to that, and give

up talking as though British rule had involved a

decline from some high estate of splendour and

felicity, he would do much to hasten the advent
of a bright future" (p. 171). Hear, O heavens,
and give ear, O earth, for Mr. Archer hath spoken !

With such opiate doses would the gifted writer,

the exponent of the newest Imperialism, send

refractory Indian children to bed ! While the

Times is to-day lavishing unstinted praise on Mr.

Gokhale, and the Round Table has appreciated
vide the issue of December, 1917 the points of

his criticism, Mr. Archer raises his prejudices and

preconceptions to the perfection of a science, with a

view of demolishing the men of straw that his

imagination has set up.
In the scheme of Empire Mr. Archer sees no hope of

any British citizen right being conferred on the Indian

in the colonies of the Empire. He very wisely says
that it is best

"
for each race to keep itself to itself

and not seek to swamp or submerge its neighbours
"

(p. 175 footnote). And yet in the introduction he

recommends that
"
steps should be taken to make

the service of India attractive to the best class of

young Englishmen
"

(the italics are ours). Surely if
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Empire stands for anything, it involves a policy of

give-and-take. According to Mr. Archer, Empire
signifies only

"
take," but no "

give."
One word more, and we have done with

the new Goliath that has risen to shatter the super-
stitions of India's greatness. In common with

other readers, we have been amused with the

display of learning concerning Indian affairs. But
we shall ask only two questions of Mr. Archer.

First, can he point to a single historic instance of a

nation that has risen to great heights through the

systematic despising of her past heritage, as he would
fain see done by the Indians ? And secondly, if

India's past is her disaster, why does he so heroically
"
go for

"
the Anglo-Indians who, believing in Mr.

Archer's hypothesis, carry it to its logical con-

clusion in practice ? Surely, Mr. Archer does not

expect all Anglo-Indians to be artists, and literary

critics and philanthropic institutions !

As we lay down the very expensive volume with a

sense of disappointment, we discover the secret of

Mr. Archer's trenchant remarks. He says many
unkind things, because he is entrenched behind the

belief that
"
eventual self-government

"
is good for

India. He does not say when that millennium

is coming, but it would appear some time before this

planet becomes unfit for human habitation.

We quite see that India has much leeway to make

up before her sons and daughters can enter upon a

richer inheritance. But the path to that goal of

perfection, should perfection be ever within human

grasp, would not lie through excessive self-laudation,
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much less through paralysing self-depreciation and

despair, but through discipline and self-control and
self-reverence. It is with a view to elucidating
this position that the accompanying essays have been

written.

To conclude : nothing could be more unreasonable

than the following ipse dixit of Mr. Archer :

"
Europe is struggling out of the ages of faith into

the age of knowledge, some of the worst of its evils

proceed from the very rapidity of its movement ;

whereas the evils of India are those of secular stag-

nation
"

(p. 6). We quite agree that
"

secular

stagnation
"
has been so far the evil of India, but one

should have thought that The Times and The

Morning Post had already taken alarm at the rapidity
of the movement with which liberal ideas are

replacing conservatism and decadence, even in the

most conservative of traditions. India entertains

no illusions concerning her inferiority to Europe
in the realms of science and mechanical efficiency

or organisation. All that she demands is the estab-

lishment of a profound association with the west, on

lines of right understanding and mutual respect.

Less than this she does not desire ; more than this

she could not reasonably expect.
Without making any pretensions to powers of

clairvoyance, we might, perhaps, suggest that what
Mr. Archer is thinking about is the deplorable
condition of the masses in India. But the only

panacea for that evil is free and compulsory
education so ably advocated by the late Mr.

Gokhale. The hopeless illiteracy of the masses
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20 INDIA'S NATION BUILDERS

does, indeed, constitute India's
"
actual state of

degradation," to quote Mr. Archer, and the remedy
consists not in knocking down phantoms in Indian

character and traditions with missiles of ponderous

phrases, but in pleading for the inauguration of a

more enlightened educational policy.
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SIR RABINDRA NATH TAGORE

WE begin this series of character-sketches with

Tagore, not because he takes precedence, in order of

time, of other eminent nation-builders of India, but

because we feel that his name is best known to the

reading public in this country. No other Indian

occupies, at present, a more prominent place in the

estimation of competent critics. And if towards

the end of a highly appreciative chapter, we become

somewhat critical of Tagore' s expressed ideas on

politics and social philosophy, it is with no intention

of minimising his influence as the poet of the

Indian Re-awakening, but solely under the honest

conviction that constant thinking about universal ideas

renders poets and he will be a bold man indeed

who questions Tagore' s pre-eminent position as

poet somewhat indifferent to concrete issues and

to the desire of reducing ideas to a coherent system.

We shall offer our criticism in a spirit of reverence

towards one of the greatest men that modern India

has produced.
Sir Rabindra Nath, the Nobel Prize Laureate

lor 1913, is the most highly gifted poet of the

Renaissance in India in its various aspects literary,

religious, social and philosophical. He has given,

in language understood of the West, eloquent and

forceful expression to the emotions and longings
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22 INDIA'S NATION BUILDERS

that stir the heart of New India. But he is much
more than merely a brilliant literary exponent of

the aspiration and outlook of awakened India. He
is a poet, to be sure, but he is a prophet as well

one who beckons us on to the future and asks us to

lay the foundations of our national life deep and

broad, on righteousness, unity and love.

Tagore's magic minstrelsies have called a new
India into being, sweeping the chords with the

inspiration that comes from a new vision, a new

discovery of the spiritual, a new synthesis of the

contradictions of life. The power of his song has

welded us into a fuller unity, the vibrations of his

music have thrilled us into novel conceptions of duty
and self-sacrifice and patriotism.

Tagore is the poet of disillusioned India, of

modernised India, conscious of her destiny. Con-

trasted with Kipling, the roughrider of Imperialism,

Tagore is the delicate poet of national culture. If

it were excess of sentiment to suggest that Nation-

alism is the poem of Tagore, we might pernaps say
that there is no other theme of human interest so

near his heart and so easily transmutable into his

music as national regeneration and hope. Kipling
made us despair : Tagore bids us be of good cheer. It

is impossible to overestimate the amount of mischief

that has been done by the famous lines of Kipling ;

especially as the supplementary lines are so easily

forgotten :

For East is East, and West is West,
And never the twain shall meet."

They meet in Tagore, who represents in his person-
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ality and in his poems a spiritual fusion of East and

West. While proud of the Indian continuity, he is

not ashamed of enriching and replenishing that

continuity by assimilating elements of Western

culture, which serve to fill the gaps in indigenous

tradition. In so doing, he breaks away entirely

from those mean and parochial views concerning

human destiny which assign to one nation the task

of ruling and subduing for all time, and to another

nation the duty of perpetual subordination. In

Tagore, East and West meet as fully enfranchised

partners rather than in the role of slave and master,

or factory-hand and employer.
"
This is my prayer to Thee, my Lord,
Give me the strength never to disown the poor

Or bend my knees before insolent might." 1

But his national philosophy is not sectarian, racial,

denominational or narrow-minded. He is conscious

of the limitations and deficiencies in the older phases
of Indian tradition. His Nationalist faith does not

delight in blowing its own trumpet or magnifying
the virtues of India and the vices of other countries.

That way lies jingoism. To Tagore
"
East and

West
"
connote not simply convenient geographical

distinctions but culture-grounds of views, con-

ceptions, and practices which by their harmonious
interaction enrich the content of life.

Unlike the watchword of Swami Dayananda
Saraswati,

" Back to the Vedas," that of Tagore
would presumably be :

"
Forward with life." Yet

both these men have been progressive.

; Tagore is pre-eminently a social reformer. As
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adherents of the Brahmo Samaj, both he and his

people have broken away from caste, purdah and the

I spirit of religious insularity. He finds it difficult to

believe that caste and nationality are compatible
with each other. Politics aim at national solidarity ;

caste makes for endless distinctions. A great
national unification implies, therefore, a great revolt

against caste trammels, a strong impulse towards

reconciliation of conflicting interests, the mutual

composing of differences, rhythmic heart-beats as the

result of engaging in common pursuits as brothers,

|
co-equals. In India, caste is the greatest obstruction

' in the pathway of reform.
' When I realise the hypnotic hold which this

gigantic system of cold-blooded repression has

taken on the minds of our people, whose social body
it has so completely entwined in its endless coils that

the free expression of manhood, under the direst

necessity, has become almost an impossibility, the

only remedy that suggests itself to me is to educate

them out of their trance. . . . If to break up
the feudal system, and the tyrannical convention-

alism of the mediaeval church, which had outraged the

healthier instincts of humanity, Europe needed the

thought impulse of the Renaissance and the fierce

struggle of the Reformation, do we not need in a

greater degree an overwhelming influx of higher
social ideas before a place can be found for true

political thinking ? Must we not have that greater

vision of humanity which will impel us to shake off

t\
the fetters that shackle our individual life before we

begin to think of national freedom ?
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His vision of his country's future is such as to hold

the imagination in thrall.
" Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high,
Where knowledge is free,

Where the world has not been broken up by narrow domestic

walls,

Where words come out from the depth of truth,
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way in the

dreary desert sand of dead habit,
Where the mind is led forward by Thee into ever-widening

thought and action

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country
awake !

"

Since Tagore is the poet of the Renaissance, his

millennium is not in the past. And yet no living

poet could set greater store by the past traditions

and culture of India than he. He is Indian to the

backbone, and since he is proud of being an Indian,

New India is proud of him. His gospel is that of

self-respect, self-reliance and national self-realisation.

It is not difficult to understand his national fervour

when we bear in mind that a keen sense of nationality
is characteristic even of men with world-wide

sympathies. Tagore believes in India : a nation.

And yet this nation is not to cut itself off from the

main currents of modern thought, or isolate itself

from the spiritual acquisitions of sister nations, nor

yet is India to delude herself with the belief that mere

trading on the past would lead to aught but moral

degeneracy. But, at the same time, in the spiritual

federation of nations, India, according to him, should

occupy a place of honour as the Mother of Nations.

And who could urge this plea with greater consistency
and authority than the poet-prophet of the Indian

Renaissance, who, by his literary contributions and
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an eminently useful and irreproachable life, has

enhanced the status of India in the eyes of the

intellectual world ?

Tagore's evangel is :

"
cultivate the spirit of

invincible optimism ; believe in life ; live worthy of

life." W. B. Yeats endorses this with a statement

from someone who asserts that Tagore is the first

Indian poet who has not
"
refused to live." But

in not
"
refusing to live

"
Tagore has not only

benefited India but has placed in some measure the

whole religious world (including Christendom) under

a deep obligation. For the bane of the religious life

in the past has been a morbid, too overbearing sense

of sin, a depressing concentration on the inherent

vileness of human interests and attachments, a

sense of the remoteness of God from the arena of

mundane interests, and a persistent pursuit of
"
the soul's salvation

"
instead of the soul's enrich-

ment through service and love.

" In this laborious world of Thine, tumultuous with toil and
with struggle,

Among hurrying crowds, shall I stand before Thee, face to

face?
And when my work shall be done in this world,
O King of Kings, alone and speechless shall I stand

before Thee, face to face ?
"

" Thus it is that Thy joy in me is so full. Thus it is that

Thou hast come down to me. O Thou Lord of all heavens,
where would be Thy love if I were not ? Thou hast taken me
as Thy partner of all this wealth. In my heart is the endless

play of Thy delight. In my heart Thy will is ever taking

shape."

Tagore's intense religious mysticism, combined

with buoyant joy in life's varied interests, produces
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