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PREFACE

MY book "
Indian Problems,"* published in 1908,

was not only well received by the British Press,

but was quoted by Lord Curzon in support of his

argument in an important Imperial Debatef in

the House of Lords. Among my humble sugges-

tions therein was the granting of the Victoria Cross

to members of the Native Indian Army, which was

graciously taken into consideration by the King-

Emperor, with the result that the much-coveted

V.C. in due course came within the reach of my
countrymen. That encouraged me to publish, in

1913, my "Anglo-Indian Studies." j The late

Lord Cromer devoted two chapters of his well-

known work "
Political and Literary Essays

"

to a highly favourable review of that volume.
"
Mr. Mitra's thoughtful work," he wrote,

"
is a

* "
Indian Problems," with an Introduction by Sir George

Birdwood. John Murray.

t The Times, February 22, 1912, p. 12, col. 3.

J
"
Anglo-Indian Studies." Longmans."
Political and Literary Essays. 1908-1913." By the

Earl of Cromer. Macmillan, 1913.
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viii PREFACE

valuable contribution to Indian literature, and will

repay perusal by all who are interested in the solu-

tion of existing Indian problems." I may add

that all the volumes I have published have met

with a cordial reception from the British Press,

both Liberal and Conservative. The cultured

classes in this country have shown their apprecia-

tion of my articles on Indian subjects that have

appeared in the Nineteenth Century, the Fortnightly

Review, and the Hibbert Journal.

I am a Hindu. I have never joined either the

Arya Samaj or the Brahma Samaj. I am a British

subject, and have lived for many years in the

premier Native State of India, Hyderabad. I

have had ample facilities for studying the working
of the administrative machinery in British terri-

tory as well as in the Native States. I have never

been a member of the Indian National Congress,

nor have I ever taken part in any national propa-

ganda. I have always held a rational view of

British administrative measures in my native land.

I have in my books commented freely on some of

those measures, but I have always recognised the

great difficulties that Englishmen have had to

contend with and given them credit for their good

motives.
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PREFACE ix

This little book is published with a view to help

men and women of education in this country not

only to understand the real causes of the present

peril in India, but to consider some remedies hither-

to unthought of even by the most sympathetic

British rulers of India. I have quoted in extenso

a remarkable letter recently written to The Times*

by Sir Alfred Hamilton Grant, K.C.I.E., a dis-

tinguished member of the Indian Civil Service and

late Governor of the North-West Frontier Province

That letter is an expression of opinion based on

over twenty years' experience. It should be read

not only by every British statesman, but by every

British voter of culture. It places Sir Alfred Grant

in the category of distinguished British rulers in

India who have shown deep sympathy for the

subject-race. His name will go down, like theirs,

to posterity, for his courageous endeavour to rouse

his countrymen to a sympathetic understanding

of the peoples of India.

The importance of India to England cannot be

overestimated. The British Indian Empke is

the greatest Empire in the history of the world.

Its population is more than the combined popula-
tions of the ancient Greek and Roman Empires;

* The Times, February 21, 1922, p. 11, col. 5.

www.gandhimedia.org



x PREFACE

in area it is larger than those two historical Empires

put together. It is by England's ability to main-

tain peace and goodwill in her Indian Empire that

she will be judged by history. India is England's
best customer within the Empire. Lord Curzon,

describing the size of the Indian trade, said:*
"
One-tenth of the entire trade of the British Empire

passes through the seaports of India; and this sea-

borne trade is more than one-third of the trade of

the Empire outside the United Kingdom. It is

greater than that of Australia and Canada com-

bined, and within the Empire Indian sea-borne

trade is second only to that of the United Kingdom.
India has become the largest producer of food and

raw material in the Empire, and the principal

granary of Great Britain, the imports into the

United Kingdom of wheat, meal, and flour from

India exceeding those of Canada, and being double

those of Australia." For all these reasons the

question of the present dangerous situation in India

is of momentous interest to everyone in this country.

In the following pages I have, for the sake of

brevity, confined my remarks to the causes of

the crisis in India which exist within the Indian

* Lord Curzon's address at Edinburgh on October 19, 1909.

on
" The Place of India in the Empire."
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PEEFACE xi

Empire. I have tried to be as brief as possible,

and so have made only a few suggestions likely to

ensure peace in India. When I receive criticisms

on this little book from the British as well as the

Indian Press, I hope to publish a large volume

containing further proposals of practical reform

on the lines of self-determination and amicable

co-operation, with the object of creating a better

understanding between England and India.

S. M. MITRA.
March 9, 1922.

THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY,

LONDON.
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