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1 Speech in the Punjab Legislative Council on

19th September 1914.

EESOLUTION IN REGARD TO THE WAR.

GENTLEMEN, We have disposed of the ordinary business

of the Session, but before we separate I feel compelled to

refer to the one matter which is filling all minds and engross-

ing all hearts. It is only six short weeks since we were all

thrilled by the announcement that the Empire was at war
not one of those local wars which we have seen in this or

the last generation and which, however important in them-

selves, do not raise the great issues which determine the fate

of nations but the most momentous struggle on which
the Empire has embarked since it saved the civilised world

from the despotism of Napoleon.

It is unnecessary for me to dwell on the causes that

have led up to that struggle or to the manner in which India

has shown her determination to take her share in it. These

are summed up in the august and inspiring message which
His Majesty the King-Emperor has addressed to the Princes

and peoples of India through His Excellency the Viceroy
and which, with His Excellency's permission, I will repeat
to this Council. (The Council stood up when it was read) :

"
During the past few weeks the peoples of my whole

Empire, at home and overseas, have moved with one mind
and purpose to confront and overthrow an unparalleled
assault upon the continuity of civilisation and the peace
of mankind. The calamitous conflict is not of my seeking.

My voice has been cast throughout on the side of peace. My
Ministers earnestly strove to allay the causes of strife and
to appease differences with which my Empire was not con-

cerned. Had I stood aside when, in defiance of pledges, to

which my Kingdom was a party, the soil of Belgium was
violated and her cities desolated, when the very life of the

French nation was threatened with extinction, I should
have sacrificed my honour and given to destruction the
liberties of my Empire and of mankind. I rejoice that

every part of the Empire is with me in this decision.
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Punjab Legislative Council

''Paramount regard for treaty, faith and the pledged
word of rulers and people is the common heritage of England
and India. Amongst the many incidents that have marked
the unanimous uprising of the population of my Empire
in defence of its unity and integrity nothing moved me more
than the passionate devotion to my Throne expressed both

by my Indian and English subjects and by the Feudatory
Princes and Ruling Chiefs of India, and their prodigious
offers of their lives and their resources in the cause of the

realm and their one-voiced demand to be foremost in conflict

has touched my heart and has inspired to highest issues the

love and devotion which, as I well know, have ever linked

my Indian subjects and myself. I recallto mind India's

gracious message to the British nation of good -will and

fellowship which greeted my return in February 1912, after

the solemn ceremony of my Coronation Darbar at Delhi,

and I find in this hour of trial a full harvest and a noble

fulfillment of the assurance given by you that the destinies

of Great Britain and India are indissolubly linked."

Gentlemen, His Majesty's words are an eloquent and

gracious recognition of the manner in which the Princes

and peoples of India have rallied spontaneously and unani-

mously to the defence of the common interests of the Empire.
1 need not dwell at length on the splendid response which
our own Province of the Punjab has made to the calLof duty.
The response has been worthy of the Empire and worthy
of the Province which justly claims to be the spear-head of

the Indian Empire.

All the Ruling Chiefs of the Punjab have offered not only
their Military forces but the resources of their States to

Government, and it is no longer a secret that a large number
of the Imperial Service Troops have been selected from the

leading States to go on active service and take their share
in the defence of the Empire.

We also know that the splendid Expeditionary Force,
which India has put at the disposal of the King-Emperor'
contains a very large proportion of Punjabis, and that in it

are represented the flowei of the martial races of the Punjab
Ghakkars, Awans, Janjuhas, Pathans, Tiwanas from the

Northern Punjab, the. sturdy Sikhs of the Central districts,

Dogras from the lower hills, Jats, Ranghars and other
Rajputs from the south of the Province.

2
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These are the races which have carried the banners

of the King-Emperor and spread the fame of the Punjabi
soldier throughout the East from Pekin to Cairo and to

Central Africa ; they have now gone to win fresh laurels

for themselves and their country fighting side by side with

the manhood of the United Kingdom and of her Colonies and
Dominions on the battlefields of Euiope. The enthusiasm
with which the troops called out responded to the call of

duty is, I believe, only equalled by the disappointment of

those who were left behind.

I am told that in Amritsar, Ferozepore and other centres,

when the reservists of certain regiments were summoned
to rejoin the colours, the reservists of all regiments came

rushing in. Those whose regiments were not ordered on
service in many cases refused to return to their homes, saying

they would not be able to show their faces in their villages
when the war was going on, and some of them even insisted

on joining theii regiments at their own expense in the hope
that they might be allowed to take part in the campaign.

That is the spirit in which the Army has risen to the

emergency and it will, I am confident, be reflected in the
keenness and enthusiasm with which recruits will now come
forward throughout the Province to fill up the gaps the
inevitable gaps caused by the war, and to maintain our

Punjab Eegiments at full fighting strength.

The spirit shown by the people of the Punjab, who have
not the opportunity of proving their devotion to the Empire
in the field, is not less admirable. It has taken various
forms expressive of patriotic loyalty from piactically every
community and association throughout the Province,
prayers for the speedy and complete success of our arms,
offers of service, of men, of money, of horses, of supplies
according to the resources of the would-be givers who em-
brace all classes from the Premier Chief of the Punjab His

Highness the Maharaja of Patiala who is himself going to the

front, down to the humble clerk, and the war-worn veteran.

It has not been possible as you know at this stage for

Government to accept more than a small proportion of these

offers, but their value does not lie AO much in the material
aid great as that is offered to Government, as in the
moral results that follow from the spectacle of a United
India rallying to the support of the Empire in this great
crisis.

_

The value of such support has received the fullest

recognition in the august message of the King-Emperor
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which I have just read and in the eloquent words of the
Heads of His Government both in India and the United
Kingdom.

Such is the present situation as regards the war : the
war may be brief or prolonged, but while we all wish that it
should be brief, none of us, I venture to affirm, has any doubt
as to the final issue. Our national poet, who is perhaps
as much admired and studied among the German as among
the English-speaking races, has told us that

"
thrice is he

armed who hath his quarrel just," and the justice of our
cause, the patriotic enthusiasm of our people all over the
Empire, and the traditional valour of our army and our
fleet assure us of the final success of our arms. I will now
indicate to you a few practical ways in which the people
of the Province can find scope for their patriotic energies
while the war lasts. You are all aware of the Imperial
Indian Relief Fund which was established by the Viceroysoon after the war broke out and of which a Provincial
branch has recently been constituted in the Punjab.

The primary object of the Fund is to relieve distress
among the families of those who have gone to the front
and to assist the widows and orphans of those who die on
service. In utilising the amounts collected no distinction
will be drawn between officers and privates, European and
Indian, combatants and non-combatants. The test will

absence on active service and straitened circumstances
among the families.

The second object of the Fund is the relief of acute
local distress among the poorer classes of the people caused
directly by the war and through no fault of their own. It isnot the intention to make good any losses suffered bv the
prosperous or comparatively well-to-do who, like all other
subjects oj

Ethe Empire, must bear their share of the Imperialburden. Nor is it the intention that the Fund should main-
tain in idleness labourers, whom the war has thrown out of
employment, if they are in a position to mid other employ-ment elsewhere, but make no effort to do so. In short, the
assistance rom the Fund is intended to be given only tothe poor classes of the civil population who,

g

through^heeffects of the war and no lack of effort on their own partare in actual want of the necessaries of life.

f J *

h
>?

Ve ^^i en eavoured ^ make it clearly under-
stood throughout the Province that the Fund is in no way
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official, that official influence is in no way to be used in secur-

ing contributions, that only voluntary subscriptions are

desired, and that while no one is debarred from subscribing
for objects, which are so near to the hearts of the people,

especially in this Province, subscriptions should be invited

only from those who are both in a position to give and who
desire to support the Fund.

The response already received from the Province and
in particular from Lahore, Amritsar, Multan and Gurdaspur
has been most generous and gratifying, and though many
of the largest contributions have been made direct to the

Central Fund, the Provincial Committee is arranging to show
the total amount subscribed by the Province. A great war
must necessarily entail great sacrifices, but we here in India

may congratulate ourselves on the fact that while the Empire
is at war and we are bearing our share in it, we are spared most
of the sacrifices and all of the privations which fall on
the combatants in Europe. We are saved by the British

fleet not only from the horrors of invasion, but also from
the suffering and misery and sfarvation resulting from the

cessation of trade and commerce, the ruin of agriculture and
the closing of productive employment. Some anxiety has
been expressed as to whether public works, which provide

employment for so many thousands in this rapidly develop-

ing Province, will be suspended during the war. For that

anxiety there is not a shadow of foundation. We intend

to carry out our programme of canal extensions, 61 roads

and buildings to its full extent, and you will be interested

to learn that at present our difficulty is not to find work
for those seeking employment, but to find labourers suffi-

cient for the employment available. At present only one-

third of the labour employed on our canals is provided from
within the Province and we have to make up the deficiency
from outside.

As a further proof that we do not intend to curtail our

expenditure in any way, I may instance the fact that the

Secretary of State has just sanctioned the scheme for the

King Edward Memorial at Lahore at a cost of 35 lakhs,
of which 15 have been contributed by the Province and 20

by Government, and the work is]being pushed on as rapidly
as possible.

Other ways in which people can render practical help
are by using their influence in promoting a spirit of good -will

5
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among the different communities, in allaying dangerous
excitement, in contradicting false and exaggerated rumours
which spread alarm amidst the ignorant masses, in dis-

couraging that foolish panic which leads to wholesale with-

drawals of deposits from Banks and the Post Office, in keep-

ing prices within reasonable limits, and generally in main-

taining public confidence and showing that there is no ground
for suspicion or alarm.

In these matters a great deal can be done by the public
Press, and I desire here to acknowledge the patriotic spirit

and the discretion which the Press generally has shown since

the beginning of the war, and which I hope will be maintained
while the war lasts. In time of war the Government of

almost every country arms itself with special powers of

censorship and control in regard to the Press, but I sincerely
trust that the wisdom and self-restraint of the Press in the

Punjab will render the exercise of such powers unnecessary.
In the earlier stages of the war while troops were being

moved and dispositions made, it was imperative on Gov-
ernment to keep matters secret. But you have seen that
for the last few weeks full information has been afforded

of the progress of operations, of reverses which have fortu-

nately been few and of successes which have been many and
brilliant, on sea and land. There is therefore absolutely
no reason now for the suspicion, which is prevailing among
many people, that news has been kept back or is doctored

by Government to suit its own purposes.

As an instance of the false rumours prevalent, I may
mention the following :

When I was at Lahore I was assured that the troopship
containing the 28th Punjabis had been sunk and a number
of lives lost. The 28th Punjabis had been recently stationed
in Lahore and had been moved to Ceylon. The Adjutant
was in Lahore. He telegraphed to Ceylon and found that
the regiment not only had not moved, but that there was
no intention of moving them.

The telegram, which the Viceroy almost daily receives
from the Secretary of State, summarising the situation is

published in the Press and this is a guarantee of genuineness
which no one can dispute.

The fuller information which is now daily made avail-
able should enable all sensible end intelligent people to
contradict false and misleading reports.
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Government has recently made arrangements for the

supply of a daily telegraphic summary of Beater's telegrams
to all Commissioners and district officers. It is also supply-

ing a Da-ily Bulletin containing the telegrams in full to all

Tahsils and Sub- Divisions and a Weekly Summary is

supplied by means of the Vernacular Gazette to all Thanas.

Thus every possible measure has been taken for the supply
of authentic news, which will enable mischievous rumours

to be contradicted, and these measures will, I am sure, be

appreciated by the friends and relatives of the thousands

of Punjab soldiers who have gone to the front. One subject

indirectly connected with the war which comes home to the

great mass of the people is that of prices. When 1 was at

Amritsar and Lahore a few weeks ago it was brought to my
notice that the price of wheat had risen within a few days
from Rs. 8-8-0 to Rs. 4-4-0 per maund and the rise was having

a most disquieting effect on all classes and especially on^he
poor. When i enquired the reason of the sudden rise various

causes were assigned the holding off of the September

rains, the probability of high prices next year in Europe,

the reopening of export, and the buying by those ill-omened

speculators who gamble on scarcity and famine. You pro-

bably have noticed that any cause, however trivial, is con-

sidered as an adequate ground for raising prices, while only

the most sound and cogent reasons can bring prices down.

On examination the above causes for the rise will be found

to be singularly unconvincing.

Our last harvest was an excellent one, and as prices

were low in Europe, an unusually small proportion of wheat

was exported thither, and though some went to the scarcity

districts of the United Provinces, the stocks of wheat in

the Province at the end of August were exceptionally high.

A statement showing the estimated stocks of wheat in the

Province will be issued in a few days. Though some anxiety

as to the harvest now on the ground was caused by a long

break of the rains in August, the timely and copious falls

throughout the Province within the last ten days have now

assured a bountiful harvest even on bwam lands. On irri-

gated lands this harvest beats all records. Our canals have

so far irrigated no less than Fve lakhs of acres more than

in any previous year.

The excellent rains and full canal supplies similarly

give us promise of an unusually large rabi harvest.

7
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There Avas therefore no real justification beyond panic
and rash speculation for the extraordinary rise in prices

ten days ago, nor was there any such rise in the United

Kingdom. Indeed you will have seen that the embargo
on the export of articles of food from Great Britain, which

was imposed as a precautionary measure in the first week
of the war, has now been withdrawn except as regards sugar,
doubtless in consequence of our having secured the mastery
of the sea. I am glad to learn from telegrams just received

that there has been a fairly substantial fall within the last

few days, and if those who by speculating on famine prices
created the panic have burnt their fingers, I don't think

they deserve much sympathy from us.

I can give you the assurance that Government is follow-

ing the movement of prices with the closest attention and
will not hesitate to propose drastic action should cir-

cumstances require it, i.e., if it finds that prices are being
unduly inflated by alarmist rumours, by gambling specula-
tion or by combination amongst traders to restrict the

operation of the laws of supply and demand.

Gentlemen, the qualities of the people of the Province
which are said to be most marked are their cool heads and
their stout hearts. Now is the time to prove these qualities.
The sons of the Punjab who have gone to the front will prove
them in the field, but it is no less essential for the rest of
us to prove them here at home, and by doing so we shall be

discharging our duty to our Sovereign and the Empire in the

great crisis we are now going through. It is in the full

assurance that the Punjab will now, as always in the past,
do its duty, that I venture to propose the following resolu-
tion :

'

That this Council desires to convey to His Gracious
Majesty the King-Emperor George the Fifth an expression
of the sincere devotion and staunch loyalty of His subjects
in the Punjab to the Throne and the Government and an
assurance of their solemn determination to maintain the
proud martial traditions of the Province by serving His
Majesty in every form in which their help may be required
in the present war against the enemies of His Empire."
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2 Speech of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor
delivered in the University Hall, Lahore,

on 4th May 1918.

GENTLEMEN, I welcome you all to this great gather-
ing, a gathering unique in itself and representative of all

classes, all creeds, and all interests in the province.

We are met here to-day in response to the call of the
Emperor. For four long years we have watched the great
struggle. But we in India have looked from a distance.
We have felt to the full neither the strain nor the thrill of
the conflict. We may have heard the legions thunder past
but many of us have sunk into sleep again. It is true
we have despatched to, and maintained at, the various
fronts several divisions amounting perhaps^ to over 200,000
men, men whose deeds have brought glory to their mother-
land and especially to our own Punjab, and we have contri-
buted 100 millions sterling to the cost of the war. Judged
by pre-war standards these contributions are magnifi-
cent, but those standards have altered

; our few lakhs of

men, great as their services have been, form only a small
fraction of the seven millions that the Empire has called to

arms, our hundred millions sterling represent only the ex-

pense of the war for a fortnight. That was all or almost
all that we were asked for, and it is all we have done. Our
optimism was strong, our imagination was weak

; the British

navy held the seas, and the war was far away. We were
confident that the cause of the Empire and her Allies was
just and would prevail. Germany was gradually being
crushed between the upper and nether mill-stones and in

the spring of last year the final crash seemed only a matter
of months. Suddenly when victory seemed within our

grasp, things changed. One of our Allies,
v

sapped by German
intrigue from without, by treachery and dissension from

within, dropped out of the struggle. The pressure on our
foe was relaxed. Her armies on the east were set free. The
resources which were sorely needed to save her from star-

vation were placed at her command. Hundreds of thousands
of German and Austrian soldiers who were interned in Russia
as prisoners of war again made a bid for liberty. A new
door to the East in place of those which we had sealed up
by our brilliant campaigns in Mesopotamia and Palestine
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