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Talk of Peter Rühe with Anand Hingorani, New Delhi, February 24, 1989

[0:00:00]
Peter Rühe: Mr. Hingorani, please tell me something about your youth, your childhood, when

were you born, where you brought up, which education did you get?

A. Hingorani: You see, I was born in 1907, in Sindh [inaudible] part of Pakistan. I was quite a
bright student. All the teachers used to love me. Gandhiji came into my life at a
very young age when I was 13 years old.

Peter Rühe: When was it, which year?

A. Hingorani: It was in 1920. I was born in 1907, and non cooperation movement that year it
started against the British government that was in 1920. So, I used to participate
in that movement even as a student. Then Gandhi had called for boycott of the
schools, boycott of English courts, and those who were in government services
he had called upon them to leave the government service, because he
considered government satanic government. Satanic government in the sense
and because it had committed a massacre in Jallianwala Bagh tragedy in 1919
and there were no repentance on their Patta and they had shot dead many

people, Hindu, Muslim, Sikhs.

So, the whole nation was roused against the British government and then there
were the Rowlatt Bills. You know after the – in the great war, first great World
War, India had offered men, money, material, everything for the war, you see.
Their soldier is so many people dead so India expected that they would be given
more freedom at home but instead of giving more freedom because of Gandhi’s
movement, they passed a bill which on the contrary restricted whatever
freedom we had. So, that aroused again feeling against the British government
so people wanted to gather have a meeting to protest against those Rowlatt
Acts.

They were called Rowlatt Acts and there were General Dyer in Punjab. So, he
brought his machine guns and machine gunned the people. We had thousands
of people died. Now, this aroused the whole nation and actually we were
reading newspapers and child’s mind was affected. My mind was very much

affected to something like that. So, we used to always say victory to Gandhi,
victory to our Bharat Mata, that is our land and then Gandhi said, “Boycott the
British goods”. So, British cloth, cloth used to come from Manchester, cotton
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would go from India to Manchester. Raw material, because we were slaves, raw

material would go from India, come in a manufactured form to us.

So, we used to burn this foreign cloth and I was very fashionable so I had also to
Patta with my silk suits and everything. My father was at the time in Iraq,
Mesopotamia, Iraq. He was an engineer there, very hardworking, very honest so
he was in very good books with the British high commissioner there. It was a
mandatory commission, British. They were managing the affairs of the
Mesopotamia so he was given a title of Raj Bahadur. Now, Gandhiji had said that
we must shun the titles also, so father said we should not address him as Raj
Bahadur.

[0:04:59]
He was very much in favour that I should join the national movement, but his
family that is my mother and myself were being looked after by my father’s
brother that is my uncle. My uncle was also in government service. Now, he
said if I put on khadi, that is I left the government aided school and join
nationalist school then he will be in the eye of the government, he would have to

lose his government job and then we would have to start so he would not permit
me to wear khadi. But because I was keen I burned my foreign clothes, so I was
keen on putting on khadi.

So, once I told him with tears rolling in my eyes, you see, I say, I must put on
khadi, but supposing I put on khadi in a way which should not appear as khadi,
nobody can detect that’s a khadi. Khadi a hand woven cloth, you understand
khadi? Ah. It was a very coarse. Now we have got fine khadi, but it was very
coarse in the beginning, rough. He said, “How would you manage it?” I said,
“That you leave to me only permit me like this.” So, he permitted me, if it does
not appear as khadi then you’re welcome to put on khadi.

What I did I got it dyed deep dark brown, cap also, Gandhi cap also dyed brown,
dark brown so it would not look – nobody would make out. That was in English
we say camouflage. That is they’re the one thing but looks another like this.

Peter Rühe: Khadi at that time was only plain white?

A. Hingorani: Plain white but it was coloured khadi so some people would just not look at it,
they will say it is not khadi or something. But I was in government aided school
and they would not permit me to join the nationalist school. So, willy-nilly I had
to continue in the government school. Now, the teacher, class teacher he was a
Muslim class teacher and Muslims as a rule they were against the national
movement and there were education inspector he was a European, Englishman.
So, when he came to inspect the school that my class teacher who was a Muslim
he pointed me out to him that this boy is very mischievous and he puts on khadi
though in coloured form.
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So, the education inspector came, he say, “Get up.” I got up. He said, “If you do
any back, back, out you go.” That, “If you play any nonsense or mischief or put
on this you will be restricted,” or something like that. Well, it had no effect on
me but that on the contrary engendered in my mind that stiffness that
Englishman could talk to us like that, order about things about we should wear
and why we should not wear. They suspected sedition in everything like this
khadi. Then 1922…

Peter Rühe: Let me just comment. When you burned the clothes, you said you burned the
cloth, you burned the foreign cloth.

A. Hingorani: Yeah, yeah.

Peter Rühe: How did you do it, in a very demonstrative way collecting… ?

A. Hingorani: There were Congress procession, procession these slogans, victory to Gandhi and

victory to our motherland. Then procession would end in a meeting, end in a
public meeting and public meeting there will be foreign clothes collected, heap
of foreign clothes. They will set fire to it, bonfire, this is called bonfire but I had
the fear of my uncle so at the back door of my house I would just pass on my
clothes to them. As the procession passed along I would say, “Now come”. I
took only my mother into confidence about it. So I said she would replace the
clothing by and by so that is why I insisted on putting on khadi so that I should
not have the need to put on foreign cloth.

[0:10:07]
But it was open demonstration, nothing in hiding, but only out of fear for my
uncle I would give on sly without informing him that I did that. Then when I came
to college moment I took part as much, [inaudible] gathering students around
me and sugar also we could not manufacture sugar, sugar used to come. So, I
gave up eating foreign sugar also and Swadeshi. Swadeshi that is whatever your
land produces you only use that. In college I used to read Gandhiji’s writings,
Young India. He used to edit a paper every week. Young India. It was a weekly
and I liked his writings immensely. They exercise most powerful influence on the
mind, Gandhi.

I were already a lover of Gandhiji but this on the contrary created more
reverence for him, more regard for Gandhi. Then in 19 – I had some problems,
domestic problems. There were some differences between me and my father
over the question of Pattaa. Pattaa you may not understand. Pattaa means veil
and Sindh was a predominantly Muslim country, Muslim dominated. Muslim
women they put on burkas, they put on veils, so under the influence of Muslim
rule our Hindu ladies also were mostly confined to their houses and they would
also cover their faces.
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I was against this. I say men have no right to keep women shut up in the four
walls or under the veil. So, my father he had been to Mesopotamia, and he had
travelled about. He felt he were liberal minded but he said looking to the
conditions of Sindh our women must remain in Pattaa, that is behind the veil.
Now, this was a clash between father and me over this matter. Then I wrote to
Gandhiji. I say, “You solve my problem Gandhiji.” That was when I was 19 years
old doing my second year in college when I started writing to him. Then that
letter did not reach him.

I wrote another letter. He said, “I have not received your previous letter. Now, if
you put the same questions which you put before in that letter I’ll be replying to
you.” Now, there is no record with me. I’ve got Gandhi’s first letter, postcard
that he had written, that’s still with me, but I’ve got no other letter that I carried
on correspondence with him subsequently or not, there is no record with me. In
1929 I was secretary of literary and debating society of my college. Three
colleges I was the secretary. In the meantime Lala Lajpat Rai, have you heard of

Lala Lajpat Rai?

Simon Commission came just to find out our fitness for independence. So, we
had organized boycott of the Simon Commission also and as students I had to
play the active part in the boycott of this Simon Commission also. Now, in the
course of opposing the Simon Commission when Simon Commission went to
Lahore, police had to lathi charge and lathi blows Lala Lajpat Rai also received
lathi blows as a result of which ultimately he died after fifteen days or something
like that.

So, Gandhiji had organized memorial fund in his honor, Lala Lajpat Rai Memorial
Fund. Now, that brought Gandhiji to Sindh also. He came to Sindh also for
collection. Before he came to Sindh for collection he had sent his emissary to
prepare the ground for that.

[0:15:03]
That was – I forget the name of the gentleman. He was a Kathiawadi. So he
came and I organize his lecture in the college. Now that gentleman Manilal
Kothari, his name is Manilal Kothari, so he came. So, he fell in love with me so
when Gandhiji came he addressed the college students.

When I went to see off Gandhiji then I was standing by his car, Manilal found me
standing by him. He said, “Would you like to meet Bapu Gandhiji?” I say yes. He
said, “Then get in the car.” So, he got me in the car, Gandhiji, Manilal Kothari,
myself. Then I told Gandhiji, I say, “I would like to have private talk with you. I
would like to place my problems before you.” So, Gandhiji gave me time. He
said when he goes up to Hyderabad and returns then he fixed up an
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appointment with me for 15th February in that train while returning to Bombay.

So, at Hyderabad station the interview was to take place.

So, on 14th February night I left Karachi for Hyderabad Sindh. In the morning,
early morning – now you see my heart was palpitating to meet such a August
personality for the first time, whether I would be able to just broaden myself
properly or not. Whether I will not feel tongue tied before him. So, all these
things were before me. Now, it was a third class compartment and one berth
was – Gandhiji’s bed was spread on one side and opposite bench was left vacant
so that anybody who could interview he should have privacy.

So, as soon as the train is started moving Gandhiji was sitting by the window
side. I just sat opposite him. He said, “Well, Anand,” he called me by personal
name. He said, “Well Anand, now fire on.” I bow down before him and had
prepared some khadi bag with national flag embroidered around it. My mother
had given me say 20 rupees, my father had given me something, my sisters had
given me, and I also put in my own, you see. In all only rupees 50 in that bag I

presented him as an offering. Then he say, “What is your problem?” I say,
“Problem is I love my father, I’m the only son of my father. I wanted to go for
ICS to England, my father said no.”

Peter Rühe: For ICS?

Hingoran: ICS, Indian Civil Service.

Peter Rühe: Indian Civil Service.

Hingoran: Indian Civil Service. That was the highest that an Indian could aspire to, become
a collector of the district only. And because mostly the Europeans but Indian
could not be made governor or something like that, only just like this, but this
was the highest thing. But my father said, “You are very fashionable. If you go
to England then you will be lost to me, lost to the community and lost to the
country also. God has given me enough. I want you to serve the country. For
the service of the country you need knowledge of law. Take up law because all
the leaders, Gandhi, Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal Nehru, Lala Lajpat Rai, all the
they’re, you see, lawyers.”

So, I said “All right, if I take up law then I will return as barrister at law from
England.” He said, “Don’t talk of going to England. England ruled out, you see.
You take up law in India.” So, that ambition was crushed in me.

[0:20:01]
I felt resentment, then he was thinking of marrying me, marrying me but he
would not allow my wife to remove Patta, that cover. I say, I will not marry my
wife in Patta, open marriage. I will feel ashamed of myself. So, there was a clash
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