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Talk of Peter Rühe with Prabhudas Gandhi in Rajkot, March 13, 1986

[0:00:00]
Peter Rühe: I suggest today that you can give me a short introduction in your life from the

beginning, where and when you were born and what was the situation in this
time in your first place and how you grew up in South Africa.

Prabhudas: [0:00:22][inaudible] 4th December 1901 and that was the time when Gandhi had
come from South Africa, first time, to stay in India and to practice in Bombay and
here. He started his practice also 1901 after the world war was finished, after
that. At that time my father had finished his education in high school. They say
that when he got his results the same day he got he got his son. Two months
after that, Gandhi asked him not to have service anywhere in the state or
[0:01:28][inaudible], then he – because our economic tender was very low so he
can’t go to attend a college. He wanted to attend the college but it was difficult
to manage for money, and he had to find other ways.

So, he started and doing this service was not so [0:02:03][inaudible] not study in
India in Rajkot agency office as a high clerk and he would have become officer
with the office there. Father said – wrote letter somewhere that my first –
you’re my uncle you’re [0:02:33][inaudible] law, just try for me where I can go
get better service. So, he said you are not to go anywhere come to me for
training and you work here. From that day up till the last time my father was the
clerk. He had left many times. I had come here, I went to UP but father was
there in Sevagram also. And in Sevagram my father never went till I think ‘40 or
‘48 up to ’50. After ’50 they came to Gujarat. Before that my father and mother
had – mother was with Kasturba, father was with Bapu training with them.

In that way, whenever I went to see my parents I would see Bapu also so in that
way I was [0:03:50][inaudible]. Then one year I think Bapu was here in Rajkot
and when Bapu went for practice my father helped as a clerk. Where he’d like to
do some [0:04:12][inaudible] my father’s diary also [inaudible] we went there.
At that time he has given in this [inaudible]. When Bapu went to Bombay and
started practice my brother took us [0:04:37][inaudible]. And [inaudible] in
those days they were to stay there but accidentally Bapu was – had to go for
treatment.

[0:05:01]
At that time my uncle, younger brother, nearly after [0:05:10][inaudible] after –
when they – when I was here and then [inaudible] I was in Bombay when we
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were say let me [0:05:27][inaudible]. And it was difficult for her to leave me
from dropping from window [inaudible] upstairs just like [0:05:43][inaudible].
When Bapu went Bapu maintained the office. He said they would maintain the
office, help Kasturba, help the boys and after
three or six months, I was little at that time, he practiced in Bombay and he
knew that he would be helping him.

So that time you might say that I don’t know Bapu he had anything to do with
me but if [0:06:29][inaudible] as a child he has might have given some
instructions [inaudible]. He was always fond of babies. When I was – when my
uncle Bapu, when Bapu had to go to South Africa, he took my uncle, younger
brother of [0:06:56][inaudible] Gandhi, [inaudible] Gandhi was there. He had
been given an examination of matriculate. Indians you say matriculate, but
result was not out. So, he said that the result not out and [0:07:19][inaudible]
what do. Whatever you will present I will not provoke service, anywhere
[inaudible] you come and we don’t want to serve in state or anywhere else. Go
in foreign states and have a printer there, [0:07:47][inaudible]. That way he
took him there.

Then when Bapu read the book of [0:07:59][inaudible] that in 1904, in those two
years my uncle had become a good merchant there with some other partners in
the interior of South Africa countries when the foreigners come and all these
negroes were appeased by trading their grains and doing all kind of, you see,
these things people brought from city. So, that was very good, he was
established as merchant. Then Bapu had to stay in South Africa in order to
make [0:09:08][inaudible] that arranged Kasturba, arrange your aunt to come to
South Africa and you also come. But she had any how to do – before she went
my father went on steel [0:09:32][inaudible] with someone. That was my –
Manilal Gandhi said that if Bapu wants you then you should appear and
[inaudible] so he just onto the office and all that and he went to Africa.

That is the [0:09:55][inaudible] there and when it was going newspaper, the
newspaper so my father was good translator from English to Gujarati – from
Gujarati – English to Gujarati.

[0:10:16]
He was editing stuff, he was asked to work, he was working and when it was
working on that time, Bapu was in Johannesburg and this was in Durban. So, he
can’t go to Johannesburg without permit. He wanted to go there and have some
business there. Very good city to work where you’re earning most. And he said
that, I’m very anxious that I go there in golden city and I arrange some – gather
some more money and send back to grandfather in Rajkot and
[0:11:04][inaudible] have some business, send the money back home.
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The time 1903, there were in that village where my uncle had a shop. My other
cousins also of Gandhiji. He went to see them and when we went in that way, he
read that book and when he has read book he says, I’m going to work as a
barrister but this is the Indian life. And the youngsters who want to earn, earn
better [0:12:01][inaudible]. So he express himself first to my father that, this is
my idea, and at that time in that place was Mr. West. Both were working there
so he told that to English friend Mr. West and my father. That we should remove
our press from this city.

This is our, what you say…

Peter Rühe: It’s a medal for freedom fighters, over 25 years independence.

Prabhudas: For our satyagraha.

Peter Rühe: Ah, we what?

Prabhudas: This is my wife’s. [0:13:08][inaudible] independence came. We were
independence [inaudible] volunteer [inaudible]. The political independent
sufferer. Not sufferer but worker.

Peter Rühe: Selfless worker for independence of India. This is you just got in 1972. Your wife
got it in…

Prabhudas: On 1972 August it was given by government of [0:13:52][inaudible]. This is the
government [inaudible].

[Side Conversation]

Peter Rühe: I see. Why was it given so late? [0:14:29][inaudible] for two years?

Prabhudas: That did not do anything for the people. That it was either independence – what
do you say – after Bapu’s century this idea came and they got attention ‘70s.

Peter Rühe: Only after ’69.

Prabhudas: Yes, yes. This is a medal [0:14:59][inaudible]

[0:15:02]

Peter Rühe: [Brauls ? 0:15:16]

Prabhudas: Brass.
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Peter Rühe: Brass, yes.

Prabhudas: Brass, so we could remember us. This is the [0:15:27][inaudible] and [inaudible]
Sevagram, [inaudible] is warrior for independence this is given to who
[0:15:47][inaudible] wife of [Uda ?] Gandhi, district Bengal.

Peter Rühe: This always with [Amadevi ? 0:15:59] wife of [Pravudal ?] Gandhi?

Prabhudas: Ah. [0:16:08][inaudible]. Grandmothers. This is given – when they give us they
had the ceremony and they had ceremony time they gave this.

Peter Rühe: Khadi. Like a medal. Khadi mala.

Prabhudas: Khadi mala. Then this is said that on the day of 25th year after independent, this
is the – you say 25th anniversary, this is also the [0:17:09][inaudible] but
[inaudible] but this was [inaudible]. Up to 25 years after India had got
independence, on the 25th years pay some respect to the warriors of
independence. In that [0:17:38][inaudible].

Peter Rühe: But this took a long time to recognise.

Prabhudas: This is [Setundras ? 0:17:47] and [Ramtiel sapat ?] in remembrance [inaudible]
for the nation. Indira Gandhi was given this. This was the [0:18:13][inaudible]
and this India the Prime minister.

Peter Rühe: You had to go to Delhi to receive this?

Prabhudas: No, I got it here.

Peter Rühe: You got it here.

Prabhudas: In Rajkot.

Peter Rühe: By Indira Gandhi?

Prabhudas: No, it was by some minister at that time.

Peter Rühe: I see.

Prabhudas: But by government and this is my name, Prabhudas Chanilal Gandhi.

Peter Rühe: But you don’t put it here on the wall or somewhere, or on the table.
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Prabhudas: No. Someone puts I put. I kept for north Indian [0:18:59][inaudible]. Due to
this taken, get some cousins to enter into university [inaudible] daughter of
[0:19:25][inaudible].

Peter Rühe: What does this date mean, 1894?

Prabhudas: This 1894 that is national union date not [0:19:58][inaudible]. There were
various panchans and then this is the which whole India had to
[0:20:07][inaudible] government, government date.

[0:20:12]
It’s is [conshakar ?].

Peter Rühe: Hindi calendar or?

Prabhudas: Hindi calendar.

Peter Rühe: I see.

Prabhudas: In daily papers this is going there. Yes it is [0:20:28][inaudible] more than that.

Peter Rühe: Two thousand and something. Oh yes, two thousand forty two.

Prabhudas: [0:20:43][inaudible]. No, shock this, this is the [inaudible] 1997 they come to
date.

Peter Rühe: So there are four different calendars.

Prabhudas: This is Muslim. This is Muslim.

Peter Rühe: Yes, after Muslim calendar is 1406.

Prabhudas: And this the Hindu calendar which follows some [0:21:11][inaudible], decade,
and this is [inaudible].

Peter Rühe: So, it’s the same year, 2042.

Prabhudas: Yes, 2042 but year you see this he finish fourth. This is seventh
[0:21:34][inaudible] and this is tenth. One month has [inaudible] then they’re
just [0:21:53][inaudible] and [inaudible] four and fifteenth will come that way.

Peter Rühe: I see. So this is…

Prabhudas: Month remain starting but date are different. Now here after fifteen days we
already count the first, second, third. In month you see here moonlight date and
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