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Talk of Peter Rühe with Krishnamurthy Gupta, New Delhi, May 1986

[0:00:00]
Peter Rühe: Perhaps first of all you could explain when and how did you meet Mirabehn first

and how did you become her secretary? Was it really a secretary job or was it
co-worker, how?

K.M. Gupta: You see, it so happened that Mirabehn and Gandhiji were in jail in the freedom
movement in 1942. They were put in Aga Khan palace Pune, and they were
released in 1944 so at that time it was decided between them that Mirabehn
should not always remain with Gandhiji, but she should have her own
independent life and have her own sort of ashram and whatever she has learnt
from Gandhiji she should do to other people. So, in that way she was in search
of some place so that she could establish herself in that particular place so she
was wandering here and there. Ultimately a gentleman came from her, a
resident of a place, Muldaspur, that is a place between Hardwar and Roorkee.
He offered her some land where she could – they could put up her ashram and
carry one some activities of khadi and [0:01:27][inaudible] industries and
ayurvedic dispensary and like that.

So, that was in ’44 and then she – from that place also she was always looking at
the different mountain hills which were – which is from that particular place and
her mind was always working that she should move up, not concern herself for
this area. So, when – as is evident she was known to several people including
national leaders because of her association with Gandhiji and then she was
interested with the cow keeping activities, animal husbandry, agriculture,
forestry, etcetera and central government also took interest in it and UP
government, and then it was decided that she move up near thickets. Central
government and the Uttar Pradesh government offered a land of about 300 –
3,000 acres to her where she could lay out her plants according to the scheme
she had sent to the central government, the Ministry of Agriculture and UP
government.

And at that time it was full of wild grasses, and wild animals like elephants,
tigers, etcetera. So it was again difficult to move in that jungle, but in any way
she moved her headquarters from that place which was called Kisan Ashram in
’45 and then at the same time she was given a job of honorary advisorship to the
UP government for any matters [0:03:12][inaudible] agriculture, subjects like
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this. So, she was in search of somebody who could arrange with her because she
was in government employ – not employ, honorary job, but she was in need of
some personnel to look after her ministerial work. And then – but the program
the fact was the chief minister of UP Dr. [Karti ?] was in charge of that portfolio.
So they deputed a few people to work with her because – I just close the door,
please. To work with her as personal assistant or [0:03:59][inaudible] or
secretary, like that. But ultimately everybody had to go back because as I got to
know her life better, she was for very simple and out of rural life and she didn’t
like people smoking and loitering here and there and strictly sticking to ten to
five hours work and like this.

So, what happened was that I was also in the government, UP government
employ, so my officers gave me an idea that Mirabehn, Ghandiji’s
[0:04:40][inaudible] has established herself in ashram Pashulok near Hrishikesh

and she’s in search of somebody who could work with her and stay with her
permanently and such and such qualifications. Then my officers thought I could
fit in in that vision, in that idea which she had thought out.

[0:05:01]
So, what I did was that I came to see her. I thought let me go and meet her and
discuss things before I finally take decision.

Peter Rühe: You knew her before and you were…

K.M. Gupta: I had heard something about her but I didn’t meet her. I never met her before
but I read something about her and her activities and she was going from here
and there, but the people who recommended me they knew her and they knew
her activities also. That’s why they thought that I will be the person who could
deliver goods to her and could meet with her requirements.

Then she was camping in Masuri at that, already [0:05:48][inaudible]. So, I went
there and remained with her for about a week, and I did some typing job and
some writing and reading and for the first time I took spinning of charka there
also and then we remained for about three week. And then I don’t know how it
happened then she said, “That come along, you will resign your government job
and let us work together and what is there in the government job, it’s all
corruption, and we work together and sort out everything and come.” So, I
came down and I told my officers that this is the outcome of my visit to that – to
Mirabehn’s ashram and then ultimately I decide to leave my government job and
join her. So, I went and then stayed with her and then it so happens that there
were forty, fifty people who had come from UP government department…
[audio gap].

I came to that first ashram, Kisan ashram here, Roorkee, and we were there for
about a year and ultimately we were going up to Hrishikesh and coming down,

www.gandhimedia.org



3

but in 1946 she decided to be at Hrishikesh, the Pashulok ashram, completely
forgetting that it is an ashram. So, we were there and then we were getting
government aid and all that but her temperament was not suited to these
government schemes and government people always writing and complaining
and charging travelling allowances and DAs and all that. So, I also advised her
that, “It is unbecoming of you that you involve yourself in these government
machineries and the government departments. You’re not fit enough, you are a
misfit.” Because she thought that people worked day and night and charge
actual expenses, not according to the rates which the government used to give.
All that.

Then she shifted to a place called [Pakchi Kulch ? 0:08:10] in [Teriveval ?], and
then I was moving about always along with her. And then she again went up and
up in [0:08:28][inaudible] [Teriveval ?] and then she took up a project. That
time Pandit Nehru had started a project of village development and then she
again involved herself in this TAs and DAs and government transfers, and all
these people were coming to her for [0:08:50][inaudible] in order that some of
office relations should be transferred, given another job, this and that. So,
similarly all these things they didn’t fit her, fit in her character and temperament.
And then what happened was that she herself said words that there is some
deep schism in her blood. She couldn’t confine herself to a particular place or
particular scheme. Then Rajamatri was the veteran donor of Himachal Pradesh
so he invited her that she should go to Himachal Pradesh and work to improve
the breed of the cows in Himachal Pradesh.

And they brought some cows from the plains, [Jasi ? 0:09:37] or something and
then she worked there for a few years. Then Baskshi Ghulam Mohammed was
the chief – prime minister. At that time they were called prime ministers in
Jammu Kashmir. So, he invited her to Jammu Kashmir. From Himachal Pradesh
she went to Jammu Kashmir, started another ashram called [Gaowal ? 0:09:58]
and then she remained there for a couple of years and then ultimately her health
shattered completely.

[0:10:04]
And then came down to Delhi, remained there with Gandhiji his company, ’46,
’47 and decided to leave India in ’59. But in short…

Peter Rühe: She returned to Delhi in ’56, ’57?

K.M. Gupta: Yes, ’56, ’57. ’56 yes. ’46 watching at Pashulok, that – as I said that area was
infested with mosquitoes and very year all the workers were down with malaria
for two three months continuously because nobody could dare enter in that
jungle. Now, is completely changed, there a thousands of buildings come up,
roads have come up, the schools have come up, dispensaries and all that, but at
that time it was a hell. So, she completely lost her health and then she came
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down to see Gandhiji in ’46, ’47. Gandhiji advised her that you give up all these
things and rest, but anyway she continued and then ultimately having worked
for so long – from Kashmir again she came back to [Teriveval ?] and then for
some months she remained in Delhi. Dr. Raj Prasad was the President, she was
in President’s house and then ultimately left. So, this briefly how I joined her.

And then even after she left India we were both in correspondence. First of all
she went to England, her home country, and then she was roaming – she
wouldn’t stay there also. She was in search of some secluded place. She went to
Spain, [0:11:51][inaudible] and places like this, and ultimately somebody
suggested her to go to Austria and she came to Austria. And then she liked that
forest area.

Peter Rühe: So, only then she became again more interested in Beethoven? It was not her
big desire already in India to settle down near Beethoven’s grave and work on
his life?

K.M. Gupta: No, even in her childhood she was fond of Beethoven and…

Peter Rühe: Sure.

K.M. Gupta: And it was Romain Rolland with whom she had some personal life, [0:12:23
inaudible] sister and Mirabehn were great friends. I don’t remember her name
now, Mademoiselle…

Peter Rühe: Madeleine.

K.M. Gupta: Yes. So, in that way Romain Rolland suggest her that she should contact
Gandhiji and then Gandhiji is the only person with whom she can work and stay
and mould her life according to her wishes. So, she wrote to Gandhiji that her
decision is that she should come to India and work with Gandhiji.

Peter Rühe: Sure, but my question, when then she returned from India, first of all she wanted
to go to England [0:13:07][inaudible].

K.M. Gupta: Yes, yes, yes. She didn’t like the city life there [inaudible] and then she
somehow couldn’t fit in that environment.

Peter Rühe: She was still interested in Beethoven at that time but not so much that she
intended to go direct to Austria to stay near Beethoven?

K.M. Gupta: No, from England she went to Spain and to [0:13:28][ inaudible] and other
places. She didn’t go directly to Austria from England. From England she went
to [inaudible] but she couldn’t succeed to get a suitable place. It was also in
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Austria that she thought to establish herself. And from Austria she did go to
England and to America also once for a lecture and she was invited by the
government of India also but she didn’t come here.

Peter Rühe: She refused.

K.M. Gupta: Yes. She always thought of living simply, simple life and quiet life and didn’t like
much of any pomp and show she had nice ideas about how to develop village
community, to industrialise [0:14:18][inaudible] and she was all for great uplift
through the indigenous means not import any culture or things from outside.
And I think that it was due to her – those we call karma, she believed in [karma
tori ?]. Sometimes she used to say that she was born in England only because of
her karma otherwise was her home. India was her home and this India culture
and Vedic culture and…

Peter Rühe: Already from a young age she spent some years in India?

K.M. Gupta: Yes, she came here along with her father, she stayed here and from that
particular time I think she was bent upon coming to India and serve the people
here and remain here.

[0:15:12]
Luckily she could get Gandhi as her father, just as a father and she could work
here and devoted all her life here. She was very much liked by all and surely it
was a wonderful experience and to live with her and to work with her. But what
happened was that after the death Gandhiji there was nobody whom she could
look to for guidance and then she was also not in good health because higher up
mountains she could not live and [0:15:56][inaudible] was not good enough for
her. It was why she went in first place to Kashmir, then from place to place here
and there and ultimately decided to go and I think that was the best thing that
she went from here. Cattle development schemes were started in Pashulok.
The main Pashulok was given by herself. She had written to Gandhiji that, “I
want to keep that ashram, that Pashulok ashram for this place.” So, Gandhiji
wrote back to her that call it Ashram Pashulok not Pashulok ashram. So, that
place was given as ashram Pashulok, and the UP government who are still
looking after that place they have kept this name Pashulok although very limited
place because most of the area has been taken over by the [0:16:52][inaudible],
project which has come up with the aid of Russian. But the surroundings near
[inaudible] has been taken over by the UP government and they are also busy in
this cattle development schemes, and Pashulok means farm place for…

Speaker 3: World of the Rivers.

K.M. Gupta: World of the Rivers. It was first Kisan ashram near Roorkee and then this
Pashulok ashram and then [Pakchi Kulch ? 0:17:22] and Gopal [inaudible] like

www.gandhimedia.org


