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Talk of Peter Rühe with Devendra Kumar Gupta, Wardha, May 1986

[0:00:00]
Devendra: So I met him first in 1969 in June 2nd, summer of ’69, but I think I was in

correspondence with her even earlier as I was the secretary of the Gandhi
Memorial Trust, and…

Peter Rühe: She came to India?

Devendra: No.

Peter Rühe: No?

Devendra: She left India in ’57. She left India in ’54, ’55. I think she left India in ’54, ’55 or
maybe ’56, ’57. When Gandhi died in ’48 when I was in Wardha, then she wrote
a letter to the senior people [0:01:06][inaudible] here because her quarter of
Gandhi when he died that the government of India should disband the army,
navy and air force. There is a letter that Miraben wrote to be in conformity with
Gandhi’s ideas, the government of India [inaudible] become disarmed. But
there were long discussions on this subject here and I also participated in those
discussions so we could know how strongly she had imbibed Gandhi’s
philosophy. So, the suggestion she made may not be practical but her thinking
was very clear and she – so when I went to Delhi this Trust was remit some
allowance for her every month to be sent to her, every quarterly to be sent to
her. And then there was some need for a pacesetter for her heart, more money
was required. The High Commissioner or the Ambassador, our Ambassador in
Vienna wrote to us that she requires because he was keeping close touch with
Miraben. And not all ambassadors kept close touch with her, but this person
was very close to her.

Peter Rühe: It’s sympathy.

Devendra: Empathy. We sent the money to him [0:03:15][inaudible] so that he can make
the correct kind of arrangements. And then we have told the government of
India also because the Trust could not give much money, that they could take up
this responsibility which they readily accepted, for her allowance to be sent too.
So, since [inaudible] also I believe in [inaudible] so I shared letters with Miraben
which she wrote to him and I wrote to her so we three were very close in that
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matter. And whenever some difficulty arose like that [inaudible] having some
trouble that I had to come back to see his family once in three years, four years.
For that we used to approach some shipping companies, Indian shipping
company [inaudible].

Peter Rühe: Do you remember how much was the amount which she was sent by
government [0:04:32][inaudible]?

Devendra: It was a very small amount. I think some amount was sent from the – from the
Sevagram ashram for her, which my impression is she used to send or asked
ashram to send to family of doctor.

[0:05:01]
And they somehow managed within six hundred marks or so, Deutschmarks,
that’s my impression. Somehow they managed between six hundred
Deutschmarks.

Peter Rühe: Miraben?.

Devendra: Miraben. I don’t know how they could manage at that time. So, that was the
kind of money which was sent because she had to rent a house also from some
landlady there, some old lady who gave her some space and as she – as you
know she had two masters, Gandhi and…

Peter Rühe: Beethoven.

Devendra: Beethoven. So, [0:06:03][inaudible] came to Gandhi through Beethoven and she
went back to Beethoven after Gandhi died. And she wrote a book called
Beethoven after she finished her book on Gandhi and Beethoven’s bicentenary,
two centuries, [inaudible] century is what?

Peter Rühe: Centenary.

Devendra: Centenary was observed five years after Gandhi’s centenary. Gandhi’s centenary
was ’69 and Beethoven’s was ’74 or some such time. So, when I went in ’69 she
[0:06:47][inaudible] as the presentators of the Gandhi’s National Committee for
Gandhi’s centenary. Left a lot of people for Gandhi’s centenary. We were
meeting the committee made by other nationals – nations in Europe for the
Gandhi’s centenary and to help them chalk out the proper program. In that
connection we visited Vienna also and stayed with our ambassador up there. He
called Miraben also to come and live at the time we were living in the house.
That was the first time we – when I saw and met her because I – she was in India,
I was keeping in touch with all she was doing, I didn’t get a chance to meet her.
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I think she was rather critical of the – and rightly so – of the direction with the
Indian economic policy for taking the country forwards, which is traditional
method of developmental approach Quit India. She had seen all other country in
the world but Gandhi had some other methods to show, which the intellectual
saw at the helm of affairs. They were not sure about when they
[0:08:37][inaudible] elsewhere. So, personally I won’t blame them if they are
not taking the line that Gandhi asked them to take, which means that
individually and in small groups we’d have to prove the Gandhi philosophy so
that they could have some faith in it. But Miraben was a person with a strong
opinion and so I think that she didn’t find the Indian political climate very
convenient for Gandhian level of control. And so she left India. Maybe those
are reasons.

Peter Rühe: How was her relation to the noble?

Devendra: I don’t think she had much relations with JP though she greatly appreciated JP’s
work later because – but in the 60s – in the 50s when she went JP had only been
summoned to the fold of the [savragaya ? 0:10:02].

[0:10:05]
And earlier he had a radical rule on things and was strong critic of Gandhi. All
these teachers were critical of the Gandhian approach through the freedom
movement. He was [0:10:23][inaudible] of Gandhi, even those who did not
agree with him and thought that his [inaudible] was completely wrong still they
loved him and he loved them. He loved Jayaprakash as his own son.

Peter Rühe: Because there was this love [0:10:42][inaudible].

Devendra: His love didn’t diminish. The more strong a critic Jayaprakash was it didn’t lessen
the affection that Gandhi had for Jayaprakash and Jayaprakash met Gandhi in
January of ’48 in Delhi and asked him, “What should I do?” Gandhi was to be
tried but he made the Congress party’s [0:11:29][inaudible] of the Congress
party so that all these forces come together for the good of the nation. But
Gandhi could convince the traditional Congressmen to take this die hard socialist
as their chief and he was also critical of Nehru, Nehru’s policies. Nehru and he
were good friends. Gandhi was not only a friend, he was like a father. He was –
Mrs. Jayaprakash, Prabhavatiben was one of the inmates of Gandhi’s ashram.
She lived with Gandhi till the last day, almost last day and see the beauty of this
thing, Kasturba died in the prison three days before that or five days before that.
The British government said that we can allow her to choose three of the closest
relatives to come for her and she chose. Prabhavati was no blood relation. So,
she chose her son, she chose [0:12:41][ inaudible] daughters in law, she chose
[inaudible]. And actually thought the last four month Bapu took Ba in the in the
lap to see the last – the hospital [inaudible].
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Peter Rühe: [Inaudible].

Devendra: One was a young girl, niece who’s parents had given child to her Manu,
[0:13:22][inaudible], Manuben. I think Manuben was not [inaudible], that is my
impression. Manuben Gandhi was not [inaudible].

Peter Rühe: Not imprisoned?

Devendra: Not imprisoned, yes, yes. So, this is not also according to the genealogy, the
closest the blood relates. Like this it was her own choice whom she wanted to
be near her at that time. So, Prabhavati was fully in confirmed that even Gandhi
[0:13:58][inaudible] and Jayaprakash was a complete opposite of it. It was a
sight to see when Jayaprakash would stand with a large gathering of people to
hear him, a revolutionary was taking on the British, brokered the [inaudible]. So
– and Prabhavati would sit there just spinning there, [inaudible] sitting there
while he’s [inaudible]. And because it had become mellow and mild [inaudible]
and Prabhavati told me…

Peter Rühe: Perhaps she convinced him.

Devendra: Yes, yes ultimately it is her [0:14:43][inaudible] which got Jayaprakash nearer to
Gandhi in the end and if I have to say so, and after she died Jayaprakash again
swung back to his political position.

[0:15:02]
I was very close to them during the last years from ’72, ’71 to ’74. I was very
close to them from this [0:15:17][inaudible]. You know 1972 six hundred
bandits surrendered in the central part of India, Jayaprakash took responsibility.
You have not read the story? You must get hold of this book, there is some book
on the surrender of the Chambal Valley. Chambal Valley is south of Agra for
about four hundred miles of a stretch east or west and a hundred miles north or
south infested with deep ravines and which give rise to much dacoits among the
people. And then when they kill each other they run into the forest to become
outlaws and then they form their own gangs and become bandits and it’s
difficult to protect them because they’re careering into this guerrilla fight.

Peter Rühe: That was the area where [Subaraji ? 0:16:36]?

Devendra: Yes, yes, yes. [Subaraji ?] chose that area after [0:16:42][inaudible]. So in that
area more than six hundred bandits who were in – as many murders are there
[inaudible] and was working there for a long, long time, all of them agreed to
[inaudible] arms and surrender themselves, surrender into the court and put in
the prison. So that was when he took up. He asked me to be his vice president.
He was the president, I was the vice president [0:17:16][inaudible]. And many –
he was living in that area and I was in – we were all in – we were very close in
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